RAAF WWII IN COLOUR

A series of RAAF aircraft in WWH in
Australia, New Guinea and the islandsater,
Europeandthe Middle Eastwill be included.

No.13 ¢ RAAF/enturas
by John Bennett 202
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Hudson with various models equipping seven squadrons, and the Consolidated Catalina with two squadrons in tl
long-range overwater role. Domestproductionwould focus orthe Bristol Beaufort, which would replace the Hudson
in bomberunits from 1943Also in 1943, Lentease deliveries were made to Australia to equip RAAF squadrons with
the B34 and P¥L Ventura variants, but ultimately it woulchly be 13SQnb fly the Venturahere on operations.

The Lockheedodel 37 /V-146 Ventura was designddr the RAFy the LockheedAircraft Corporationg
developed from theModel 18 Lodestar commercial irer ¢ with production assigned by Lockheed its Vega
Airplane Compangubsidiary The Venturavas required by the RAB replacethe Hudson(itself a development of
the Lockheedodel 14) andinitially used as a bombewer continental Europantil progressively transferretb patrol
duties. Venturas were manufacturedy Lockhee@ Wegafactory at Burbank, Californiéonly 2km from the parent
Lockheed plant which finalyy in 1943 became Lockheed PlartlA With Japan entering the War, RAF production
Ventura Mk.lls were taken over by the USA#ARhe linel & § KS & theh RIBWed byleadI ease production
VenturaMk.llAsin 1942 whichbecamethe B-34 Lexington.

[from AHSA sife
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In Australia thew ! | @&r§ deliverieswere the B-34 Ventura Mk.IIAs. These had been diverted from RAF
contracts to USAAfraining roles, where asthe Lexingtonit wasre-designatedastne RB34A (1 KS  WwQ LINB F;
G2 | WwBoadomiattdleS. Rn@se first twentyor the RAAFserialledA59-1 to A5920, were delivered from
MAY 1943nd were irsuchpoor condition, having seen prioextensiveUSAAF service as crew traineghsat they were
generally being withdrawn from servity MAY 1944

Themost succesful variant of the Ventura was the US Navy-R85 new-build P\1swere delivered over
1943/1944, serialledA5950 to A59104. In RAAF servicall were known as Venturagin the RAFearly models were
the Ventura Mk.l oMk.l1, with the introduction of Lend_easebecamethe B-34A Mk.IIA, and th&®AF referred to the
ultimate P\t1 variantas the Mk.Vlater GR.V Thisarticlewill concentrate orRAAF Venturasewith 13SQN in birth-
Western AregNWA)operating mainly from Gove N However two RAAF Article XV uni#g64SQN in Ukiith the
MK.I/1l, and 459SQMith the Mk.Vin the Mediterraneanalso operated the Venturian the bomber and patrofoles
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RAAF LENDEASE VENTURA DELIVERIES

Although the first RAAF operation of Venturas was by 464SQN in EuropBAtBorders, all those delivered to
459S0ON in the Middle East and the RAAF in Australia werellezrsg deliveries. To Australia, these commenced in
MAY 1943, comprising twenBB34A Ventura Mk.lIAallocated in APR/MAY 1943 BAC Air Cas&26.* These were
delivered concurrently with the first batch of 19 diverted UBM1 Ventura Mk.Vunder LendLeaseCase 200943
Allocation which were followed by a further 36 P\¢in the 1944 Allocationmaking a total of 55 R¥s for the RAAF

The first 675 Venturas wereiBsh Purchasing CommissionP@ orders for the RAFcomprising 300 Mk.I and
Mk.Il, msn 1374001 to 1374300, serialledAE658AE957¢ 188 as Mk.ISAE658AEB45 and the final 112 aMk.lls
AEB46AE957 Of these 16 were lostenroute before delivery, 4@&ere held in Canadaand82 diverted to SAAFThe
next 375 were followon Ventura Mk.Imsn 1374301 to 1374675 serialledAJ163AJ537 Ofthese AJ235AJ442vere
divertedto the USAAFRand AJ511AJ537 tahe USN; only 4teachedRAF units,

[Colourisedmagefrom Pearcy, p.86
The first RAF Ventura AE658, a B&ttracted Mk |, maiden flight on 31 JUL 1941

By the time the Lendlease Act came into being on 11 MAR 1941, the BPC had alreadythksmdubstantial
orders for muchneeded US aircrafto now besupplemented by Lentlease ordersLendLease deliverieszquired
USAAF designations and serial numbers as an indication they had been purchased with USifiallysthis involved
a further 200 Ventura Mk.lisisn137-4676to 137-4875 which were degnated as the 84 Ventura IlA and serialled
FD568FD767with USAAF seriadkl-38020 to 4138219 Of these 20 were diverted to the RAAF and 23 to the RNZAF,
but most were absorbed into USAAF training roles. Next wasotiggproduction run of 1600 P¥ Venturas for the
USN and Lentease customers. While mast theseremained with the USN, 387 were allocatedthe RAF, but not
all were received with diversions to the USN, RCAF and SAAF. The RALdakerttkliveries are tabled below.

LendLease Requisition | Variant Delivery® No. and US Serials RAAF Details
41018 RB34A | MAY1943¢ 1942 LL Allocation RAAFA591 to A5920, msn 1374707
Contract DAL52° AUG 1943 20aircraft from batch | to 137-4828; many hours flown in 3
Case 128ndent 927A 41-38051 to 4138172 | fitted with ASV Mk.II (Aus).
N-517 P\+1 JUN1943¢ 1943 LL Allocation RAAFA59-50 to A5968, msnbetween
Contract NOA(S)198 FEB 1944 | 23, but reduced tal9in | 237-5325 and 237-6091, fitted with
Case 200ndent 2094AA JAN 1944, Bu33316/4885| ASD radar.
N-518 FEBL944¢ 1944 LL Allocation RAAF A5969 to A59104, msn
Contract NoA(S284 JUL 1944 | 36'2 USNBu48899/49556| between237-6135and237-6372

Data plate 1374506 for Ventura Mk.Il AJ368JUL1942 [Air ClassicsMAR 201}
There is often discussion of whether to usg/ I A NONJ F (i QaWw Gry/yRQA
VEGA VENTURA Both mean the same thingOky A& WO2y a il NHzOG2NDa vy dzy
YdZYOSMEA OK Aa GKS ARSYydGAGE €20FGSR 2y
mnly B o through the lifdime of the aircraft, even though an aircraft nay change
v owners/operators and change its external identity serial number (s/n) or registratiof
oraixortte O2YSa R2gy G2 oKIFG O2dzyiNE
Ge@LAOLFTEte 0SSy dzaSR T2 Nlarphidesiramitie US.3nNBS
articlesin this seriedor Avro, Hawker and DH products, | have providedténe c/n. As
the Ventura was a Lockheed product, the term msn is used. This is covered in goo(
2y w2y /[ dza1 StfeQa &Aad S evarBoughtoRTheLackhedd IFi
C/N v MSN The Lockheed File (adastron.com) lT



http://www.lockheed.adastron.com/oddities/cn-msn/cn-msn.htm

This allocation of the firfRAAR/enturas werdor 20 LendLeaseB-34As, with USAARerials betwee1-38051
and 4138172 This list was attacheid Washington Embassy letter to RAAFHQ of 21 MAR 1944, for Case 126 was no\
Indent No.2094A, having originally been Indent 92Thisadvised theB-34 deliveries listed irsailing order, and the
assigned RAAF seri#l59-1 to A59-20 were allocated on aival in Australid® So what this list shows is the delivery
order, andRAAF serials have been inserted beside the relevant USAAF serial.

RAAF 81

No |SELRNO. VN0, MO NN pp g oy
AS92 | K1-38054 100 L %2 W 296 a

AS94 | Kl«38060 100 w 362 n 23& ;ﬁ 1| i:: :;.lﬁr?
ASSS | M.38067 100 L R W23 3/5 L BT LY, |
AS96 | Me38079 100 L 362 WL 2% VS mi N
ASS7 | §le38085 100 LL1 %2 ML 2% 3/§ w2
A598 1138086 100 AR 3R ML 2% 3/% win 2
ASS9 | h1.38108 100 AR %2 WL 2% /S Wi 2\
AS93 | h1.38059 100 LL 362 WL 236 3/% w2/
AS911 | 3138057 97 L 91 Wo97é L/6 med 27
A59-1 4138051 100 ) 362 WL 2% 3/% m
A5215 | 11.38066 97 L w9 Vb ™ 27
A5916 | 11.98069 97 L 9 TLeré V6 med 21
A5917 | 1438091 97 Ll MWl TLo9é L/é Wl 27
A5910 | A1e38121 100 LL] W2 WMo 1/6 LLID U U R T, |
A59-12 h1-38062 14 Ll "l L9 1/6 ™mes 21
A5913 | §1.38064 97 Ll W Ly /6 o 7
A5914 | }1.38065 97 L M L 1/ LI Y
A5919 | 11438130 163 Ll S AL M 20/7

A5920 | N.30172 163 L 670 WL A8 20/7

A5918 |  A1.38125 169 L1 670 ML 38 20/7

[NAA A1695 7/205/EQ PY(271A p.3

(i atdani]
AR eSS

o [Colouriséd.fromdesel:iaIs]
RB34s gorage at2ADRichmondg the rear aircraftis A5920(y 2 & Sy dzY/@153BI73Mtilwith(U SAARuselage star
Ten RB34s were stored fodisposdat Richmond4 The engine cowl art on the closBB-34 shows a lady riding a bomtoloursare estimated
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This allocation of the firdRAAR.endLease PMs had been for 23 aircraft in APR 1943, but in JAN 0@#4
reduced to 1Qircraft!®with USNserials betweeBBu33316and B#8855 The RAAF Washington signal WL é&&d

8 FEB 1944 advised these delivelisted in order of USN Bu serials, which did not necessarily sequentially tie in with

the RAAF serial859-50 to A5968, which were allocated on arrivad Australisat 2AD Richmond

RAAF No

A59-50

A5951

A59-52

A59-53

A59-55

A59-54

A59-56

AS59-57

A59-58

A59-60

A59-59

A5961

A59-62

A59-63

A59-65

A59-64

A59-66

A59-67

A59-68

PRINSH SECRET
LEFT WEST AT DEPARTED IGRIL 0 o
~SMT. N0 RNUW AP RS, g pmne-
(7 6% /i
1246443 2346443 WL SA6 26/6 W e
3070‘3 11..7.43 16.7.0 (BlVCl !luu;o 99 1/7
3070‘3 uo'/ou 16070‘3 (170015
148443 Y700 | RS W 653 26/8
1e8:43 178443 20,8443 {lavul /'I'.otf?r
MNe=3/WV 27/6 W 680
WUM/43  (Refor WL 904 v 962 ;’{.
(29 Sept.
2549443 1.10.43 WL 30 N0
12,10,43  18.10443  22,10.43 (WL 382Q 20/20 W 393 26/10
(WL 503Q 23/10 At Alsmeda
12,1043 18.10443 20410443 AL 575 27/10 At Alsmeda 17,
12.,10.43  18.10043 22.00.43 oL 508 23/10§ll 393 26/10
/12 20/12 (W 441Q 2/22 (gpu'mu S:Zn/:l.
2612443 912 appe
o owm (i P
12 9 18
g 5 s gn. 8884 e WL 88A 22 Dec.
212,43 9 20 TL4ALC Deperture Signal
d RO e e
31.12,43 Budedd  12.1e L
02643 eedebd  1la1u44 3804 111 W 420Q - 15/1
M A i SR EmA
29144 2 72
T 813Q - 15/2/44
21.1.44 1e2.44  Be2444 66h 8/2 TN 613Q - 15/2/4k
CASE CONPLETZE
R A, HEACQUARTERS ADVISED WL 664 /2

[NAA A1695 7/205/EQ Pt.2 (174C), via GRB]

There is mention in these files of VenturasBuxrbank factory inducted into thAlameda Modification Centreprior to departing
for packing depot in San Francisco. These dates show shigpiig to Honolulu. RAAF then fldve Venturas to Richmondf
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VENTURADEVELOPMENT

A British contract for the Lockheed Model 8@ military version of the Lodestgmwas placedn MAY 1940, its
design incorporating all the experience gained with the earlier Hudson. AE658 was the first of a contractdod675,
first flew on 31JUL 1941’ This order came from the British Purchasing Commission (BR€).ene_ease orders
followed. The RAF had generally been satisfied with the Hudson, and as awithaffreater capabilityvere required
urgently, theLockhee development was seen agjaickideal solution.

Deliveries for the RAd6mmencedver the first half 0fLl942to equip light bomber squadronsandbecause of
0KS ! { Qa & dzRRd®nfewdddNBteddia Redarsé heAdade tahe USAAF as the®t Lexingtonand
to the USN as the P¥Ventura (When supplied under LeAdease, the RAF Ventura Mk.ll became the Mk.1IA, and had
the US designator-B4 and USAAF serials; similarly the RAF Ventura GR.V had the US desighaamd B8N Bu
serials) British military aircraft of the period were given a name (often an American place name for US aircraft), tc
which a mark number was added in Roman numerals. From 1943, a role prefix was added to the mark number, su
Fa WDwQ Teeohdaigs&hgeSoNihet Model 237 BWentura, whiclbecameknown as the GR.V.

e A e
3. A -
N \

-

T

A

[Colour image from du Plessis Colledtion
Lockheed production of Hudson Mk.Vs fdné RAFAPR1941, at Floyd Bennett Field NY
AMG665 was from the RAF BPC order for 390 Hudson Mk.Vs (AM520 to A¥9B6)second half of the order wasbsumedy
LendLease, and designated2® 2° Six were transferred to the RNZAF as NZ2RA2006 and arrived at Hobsonville in MAY 1941.
All are camouflaged ii K S Wemgetate Land Scheme® 5 & M@ p &0 8¥BarkSGreer(DG)and Dark Earth(DE) as from
JAN 19411 K S & Y A Na\Bphitkeryisthad beef discontinued.

Before Lend_easeall of the US aircraft in RAF serviaal beerpaid forby Britain with manufacturesfollowing
the contracted paintingnstructions of the customer, as close as possiblediours being applied to UK built aircraft.
Lockheed had most probably sourced its paint and dope finishes from DuPont, @sittisdfor P-40 production but
details relating to the Hudson remain elusftéUS paint manufactures 2 dzf R Y I 0 OK @2 fedzdd®ifit Sy
to those prescribed by theAir Ministry MAP colouy and DB7/A-20 historian Mark Harbouy records the two paint
suppliers for the Bostorg Fuller for Douglagproduction and DuPont for Boeing, had only slight colour
differences, more noticeable when new, but almost indistinguishatethey faded? The actual MARolour samples
were not available for reference at that time by US manufacturers, and probably Curtiss was not consistent i
specification and batcbontrol, sogenerally they were nogéxactmatches?® WhenLendLease was introducethe US
military paid for the aircraft, productionfor Commonwealth countries was froRequisitiomumbers andContracs,
aircraftreceivedUS military designations and serial numbesd theUSpainting needs took precedence
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TOTALVENTURAPRODUCTION

Belowis a list of total Ventura production at Burbank over 19414 compiled from severatferencedsources.

msn | Serials | Number | Production Dated!! | Details?

Model 37 VENTURA Mk.I

37-4001/4188 | AE658/AE845 | 188 | AUG 1941/FEB 194] 15 to 464SQNRAAF UK.
15 aircraftlost prior to delivery.
Model 137 VENTURA Mk.II

1374189 /4300 | AEB846/AE957 112 FEB 1942/JUN 1947 15 to 464SQNRAAF UK.

137-4301/ 4675 AJ163/AJ537 375 MAY 1942/SEP 194] 15 to 464SQNRAAF. Last 27 to USN-BV
10 aircraft lost prior to delivery.
USAARmpressnent. USAARook 2641 & & a 2 RoBtfainitg Tofesin aircrew navigation and gunnery instruction, sor
as target tugs. All hathe British BoultorPaul dorsal turrets removedome were fitted with the US Martin turreand
AJ288 (msn 4426) was the first with the Martin250CE turret, deliveredl®@.27 tothe USN as P¥ Bu33925/Bu33951
Model 137 B34 LEXINGTON (VENTURA MKk.IIA)

137-4676 / 4875 41-38020/ 200 SEP 1942/NOV 194] 20 RB34A to RAAF a&59-1/A59-20.
41-38219
Most B-34swere impressed as USAAF trainer saliants B34A1-VE, B34A2-VE, B34A3-VE, B34A4-VE and B4B1-
VE. The designatdRB34 was used from OCT 1942,KS WwQ A Y RA Ol { Ay BombawrSlé fFuidkeQd
deliveries were for the USN produati variant the P\L..
Model 137 G56 / B-37 LEXINGTON (VENTURA MK.III)

1371001 /1018 41-37470/ 18 JAN 1943/APR 1943 550 ordered asA1-37470to 41-38019, but
41-37487 final 532 cancelled.
B-37 originally designate@®-56 (@ h ¢ F 2 NJ 2 whicliMsdodndelle@ héfore delivery; also designated Model-287
03. As all retained by USAAF, RAF serials EW323/EW340 were not taken up.
Model 237 PV1 VENTURA Mk.V

N

Bu29767 just off the Burbank production line in early 1943, with msn 4920 visible
2374876 / 505 | Bu29723/Bu29927 200 DEC 1942/MAR 194 HFrst flight 3 NOV 1942All to USN, none tq
RAF or RAAF.
2375076 / 5475 | Bu33067/Bu3346¢ 400 MAR 1943/JU1943 | Some the RAF/RCAF with FNias, and
FP537/FP54&RAAF deliveried59-50 to A59
53 JUN/JUL 1943. USN bigey cam
changedapproxMAY 1943t Bu33400
2375476 /1 5887 | Bu34586Bu34997| 412 JUL1943/NOV1943 | Some RAFP549/FP684; JS889/JS8KAAH
deliveriesA5954 to A5963 AUG/DEC 1943.
2375888 /6175 | Bu48652Bu48939| 288 NOV1943/FEB 1944 Some RABS898/JT83&RAAF deliveries59
64 to A5973 JAN/FEB 1944.
2376176/ 6475 | Bu49360Bu49659| 300 FEB 1944/MAY 1944 Some RABT839/JT8A8RAAF deliverie&59-
74 to A59104MAR/JUL 1944.

Total P\ Production| 1600 | 1600 made over 18 months equates to approx. average 90/month

Most production data comes frorthe excellent Ventura sitsew2bomberd ONER 4 & NI F S NB yuSSnititaryi
serialsRI G I 6 I & S & = BritisB MilfaNdAgceafy Sedals | Y R NI Mg Aircraft Designations and Serialsd
t S NuBriease Aircraft

[1] Production datesare interpolated in some cases from known data points.

[2] Article XV SquadronsRAAF 464SQN UK and 4599@R! data taken from thadf-serialsdatabase.
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VENTURAVIk.I

[Image Lib of Congress-USE&>-006034]
Lockheed Burbank production of Ventura MK.Is for tiReAF JUN 1941
ThisJUN 1941mage was aftethe introduction of the Lend ease Actf 11 MARL941, and before the maiden flight in JUL 1941.

The Model 37 Ventura Mk.lhad two 1850hp Pratt& Whithey Double Wasp -B800-S1A4G radials.This
production was for the first mid 940 BritishPurchasing Commission (BPC) which order totalled 300 Venturas, which
included 188 MK.I6AE658 to AE84mnsns 374001 to 374188). All Mk.Is went to Commonwealth air force80 were
received by the RAF, 71 to South Africa and 21 to Canada. @therdog before delivery?* First flight of AE658 was
on 31 JUL 194% andfirst deliveries to Britain were in APR 1942tk Ventura Mk.l equipped D NBainbitya
wing atFeltwell, Norfolk comprising 464SQN RAAF, 487SQN RNZAF and 21SQMNRA#iIng on 464SQN.

PRERT L RN PV M e B b Yo s

"

[ALockheed colourisethage ww2bomber$
The first RAF Ventura MKAE658 maiden flight 31UL 194 1fitted with the British BoultonPaul turret
By JUL 1941amouflagewas the now standarti @5 ®om @p & Q¥ X SNB NRA Yy I¢ KI R 0SSy 2RAGKRS/RI
colourisation of this maiden event incorrectly camouflaged Blé&oo bluish,DEwith a yellowishktint towards a tanwith all-over
DGon the horizontal tailplaneThe Broundel on the upper wing has rieed andRedon the Al roundel is too large and bright.

Vega Airplane CompanyBy 1940, Lockheed was building tHadson andhe R38 Lightning in its Burbank
Plant B1 and did not have theapacity to build the Ventura there, so decided to build W®del 3%in the Vega
' ANLI FyS / 2 Yilalthe &fba Ait Terinigalin Burbank. TWega Airplane Company, formed in ALE37
as the AiRover Companyasrenamedthe Vega Airplane Company in 1938, as a wholly owned subsidiary of Lockheed
havingbeen established to build light, general aviation aircraft. Vega was meviglked.ockheed on 31 DEC 1941 and
finally absorbed in NOV 1943,
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VENTURAVK.II

TheModel 137VenturaMk.ll had2000hp Pratt & Whitney Double Wasg?B00-31 radialswith 112 built from
the original 300 orderABB46to AE957 msn 137-4189to 137-4300).A further BPC order for 375 Mk.IKAJ163 to
AJ537man 1374301 137-4675) increased Mk.II production to 487 aircréftaddition to the more powerful engines,
the Mk.II had a larger bombbaost were repossessed by the USA264to the USAAF as thi#odel 3XYAJ235
AJ442 seeAJ288and AJ354 below)HowevermanyMk.lIswent to Canadand South Africaand ten crashed before
deliveryq but enoughMKk.lIsdid reach Britain toe-equipH D N ealaiéd \Wing, with 30eachingd64SQN®

These Mk.lIs requisitioned by the USAss M odel 37€in 1942 retained their RAF serials and the British
Temperate Land ScherELSA.D.1159 schemef Dark Eartrand Dark GreenThe PV3 designator applied to the last
27 Ventura Mk.lls from the BPC contract for AJ511 to AJ537 taken over by theodSBICTL942as Bu33925 to
Bu33951As RAF Ventura Mk.lls were repossessed by the UigAaHRy 1942 RAF camouflage and serial numbers
were retained. Thg received the contemporary US National Markings, which includ®#udeentral disc in th&Vhite
star in theBluecockade. ThiReddisc was removed in MAY 19#2avoid confusion with the red circular Japanese
Hinomary however this removal didccur in the field several months earlier than MAY, in late MAR 3042.

[Golourised from rcafno128sqn site] [rcafno128sqn site colour image]
1942Ventura Mk.llproduction ¢ RAF camouflageReverse Lentdleaserequisition by USAAF
The Disney aircraft art on the Burbank was typically applied to thdaard fuselage side nedine cockade. The initial Mickey
Mouse and Donald Duck artwork was directed at Hitler and Nazis, probably the intgnt®Ti a S | I @S & Soordzl O
into 1942, the artwork becamanti-Japanese, in thiscagse! ¢ 2 { Sy fof e\sellih@ df goReinment War BondeheRed
circle in theWhite star was discontinuetly?2 I NJ 5 SLJ NI YSy i / A NOdzt tedidrdennrhe Genten fsic] afthe M ¢
insignia as used at present will be eliminated. The new insignia will therefore begofived, white star within ablueOA Nt S ¢

This Donald Duck artwork was dugi RAF Ventura Mk.Il production in 19421t shows the repossession of
these desperately needed bombers by the USARfs is bviouslyafter the MAR 1941 LL Act, arthiring the
requisitioning of Venturas for the USAAF in early 1942 after Japan had entered the Waefdretthe MAY 1942
elimination ofReddiscin the US; therefore assessed as 1st or 2nd quarter of 1942. (Aircraft in the field had the small
circle deleted fom 28 MAR 1942.) Sodke areVentura MK.§NB LI2 34 Saa4SR o0& siG&toB34 | a
production starting cSEP 1948ut already marked with US markinga the production linest Burbank.

Later, in JUL 1943, as B\deliveries were underway tché South Pacific, mangNZAF Venturas bore the
LockheeeVega Disney studios cartoons on their rear fuselage sides. As most of theseowestgarply antiJapanese,
they were ordered to be painted over before the aircraft headed to the operational aretodbe fear that if downed,
and the crew captured, these cartoons woullhelp to enhance their treatmenin enemyhands. Most of these
painted-over areas show as a large patch of fresh paint in photos taken at the*tiffe RNZAF Venturas were
delivered at the same time as the RAAFRBY but not much of the Disney artwork survived on RAAF aircraft, there
being only a couple of examples.

Matching RAF Colour# problem at the US factories was trying to match local paints to thespdffications,
where probably Du Pont was the main suppli€o try to match the British Ministry of Aircraft Production (MAP)
colours, Du Pont useark GreerfDuPont 71013),Dark Earth(71-009), overSky Type S Gréyl-021)32
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As RAF Ventura Mk.lIs were repossessed by the USAAF, RAF camouflage and serial numbers were retainec
the US National Markings wespplied, and later the RAF camouflage weglaced by the more usu&live Drab
Early during this repossession of RAEraft was when Lockheed artistS 2 NBH S Ww | yb&jarRis aat@iIkNJI &
With the Disney Studios locategkarby, the Disney characters painted by McCraw were always mistaken for official
Disney artBut he worked forLockheedvegam Paint Shop Dept. 39 8urbank, and had been assigned to paint the
USAAF white stars, with inner red circle, on the fuselage of the new production Ventura aircraft. In early ARR 1942,
selected a clean section of Ventura fuselage where he went to work on his first actuaigpailis boss suggested he
paint more of the drawings, and to assist with ideas, suggestion begesset up in various sections of the Vega
plant. Three weeks later Randy had over 100 suggestions a day pouring in and his approved drawings became a
time job. To assist him, little remarks came with each artwork. For the many Walt Disney created characters painte
special permission was given to Randy and the Vega Company by Walt himself. Each of the Ventura paintings left
plant for parts unknownwhich included USN, RAF, RAAF, RNZAF and*RCAF.

.

[Colourised fronS National Archives N®6380, viavw2bombers]
RAF camouflaged Ventura Mkfor the USAARarked with Oscar the OstrictMAY 1942
¢CKS OFLIiA2y G2 GKAAa AYIF3IS IAPSa GKS yIFrYS +a awdzRA GKS ha
KA Y & h &rBdpd\lie ®reruriner othe2 | Ny SNJ . NP & . aw2 I RNUzy y SNE

Mickey Mouse was davourite. Oscar the Gtrich, abovee 6 SO YS {(y26y | a aAioO|Se
popular Disney characters applied to the side fuselages of Venturas were Mickey MouB®meadd Duck. While
Mickey was somewhat subdued as a mildnnered guy, Donald could always lose his temper and became more
popular as an offensive type looking for a fight, which became particularly apparent when applied to Nasry PV

5 [Both @Iou;iéed fromusaafnose art.c
0A Ventura Goshl | Y KSoadlby [sic] Hitlerd from RAF productionalthough posibly diverted from theLendLeaseB-34line
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As RAF Ventura Mk.lIs were repossessed by the Y& camouflage and serial numbers were retained. The
British BoultorPaul dorsal turrets were not liked by the Americans andUlsturret was adapted for Ventura use,
but was not always required for the USAAF training roles undertaken by #esiel 37sQ(It was not until the Lend
Lease contracts that the aircraft became 84 Lexingtonn the USAAF, and théentura Mk.IIAn the RAB.

[Colourised from GRB Collection] [Colourised from USAF Museum 660?:112343017]
RAF Venturdl AJ303nsn 44414 n Mvertin 250CEL3 turret AJ354msn 4492repossessed by USAAFSEP 1942
Inner port fin flashappearsoverpainted Msn in Yellowon fuselage and nose. AJ354ontalViites A GK aDé ol a:

[Colourised fromvw2bomber$ [Colourised fronGRB Collectign
AB48 msn 4486, no turret, Wbase coddor Eglin,Donald Duck artwork Crashed MkK.Itarget-tower AJ396msn 4534FEB 1943
The abovemages ofRAF Mk.Il Venturashat had been repossessed by the USAfRhe production lineover JUL/AUG942,
were remarked with thenew US National Marking at that timethe White star on theBluecircle.

[Colourised fronwwzb"(‘)'mberis [Colourised from ww2bombdrs
VenturaMk.Il AJ288msn 4426 requisitioned by USAF, with thenew USMartin turret
Hitler ranting andpulling his hairoug & SLIJH 2 SQNB IS \WHlSHitler wals this tarfiet ¢ IRAPNDarkactraft in the
SFNXIeé 21N &SINEZ gAGK WHLIyQa SyYyidNE (GKSy dAKAa gl a agiioK
The somewhat antiquatéBoultonrPaul0.303turret was not favouredy the US,and theMartin C250CH3
with .50-calswas introduced. Ais top turret was assessed as one of the best defensive installations of any Allied
aircraft, being electrically controlled with a gycomputing gunsight; ammunition capacity was 400 rounds per*fjun.
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RB-34-VELO LEXINGTON942

Theintroduction of Lendease from APR 194tcessitated aircraft production allocated US military designators
and US military serialg§ USAAF Fiscal Year (FY) number allocations, MrBd®au of Aeronautics (Bu) serials.
Following on the Lockheed/Vega prodtion line at Burbankvas the B34 Lexington, basically the Ventura MK.Il with
some American equipmemtnd a new turret The continuing RAF deliveries were known as the Ventura MkBLA of
the production run of 200134 went to the USAAwith US marking applied on the production lind.ike the earlier
BPCGordered Mk.lIs, the B4 was also knowhy Lockheed as the Model 13I"he200 B34s produced(msn137-4676
to 137-4875 were USAAM1-38020 to 4138219 RAF serialsD568 to FD767and deliveredrom Burbankover the
3rdand4th quartersof 1942 B-34 production retained the RAJfeen/brown camouflagebut some wereverpainted
with DarkOlive Drab/Neutral Gra§OD/NG) USAAtamouflage as seen below on 438206 (traininghumber M127)

Designators.The official designator waiitially the B-34-VE (Lockheeet S 3 W @ hddufacturer code for
Burbank was stilih usewhile these aircraft were on the linendo SA y 3 NB LI | O SR)hamdwitH sBbO |1 K &
typesB-34A and B34B allocated to aircrafiepossessed for USAAF trainingrethe W[ S E A Yhis inaing Wad not
adopted by theRAF, which continued using Ventusdth mark numberdor all variantsin American serviceéhe B34
was used littleoperationally on coastal patrols, being relegated to training roles and ésegdator became RB4in
OCT 1942 (i Kporefixidicating a¥w S & (i NRA O-GofBafrale® 2ZThd Bgasybvariant .  avéré: B3IA-VE
trainers for the USAAB-34A-143to RCARNd 23 to RNZAB-34A-2 57 for bomber trainingB-34A-3 28 for gunnery
training, B-34A-4 16 astarget tugs, B-34B-1-VE13 navigation trainersit appearshe 20 B-34A-VEmodelscameto the
RAAF® Many for the RCAF were used by 340TU at Pennfield Rige, Brunswick, for EATS aircrew trainargl
appeared to be the later production aircraft, but there were no specific serial batolagshing the Block numbers

The B34-VEwas powered byhe same2000hp Pratt & Whitney Double Wasg2B00-31 radialswith four 0.5
inch guns (two in the nose and two in the dorsal turret) and fouiicB guns (two nose and two ventral) with a 3000
Ib bombload.The most obvious external difference from earlier production was the Mddisal turret, which was
alsoretrofitted to some earkr Wiodel 3%Yi.e. Ventura Mk.§) reclaimed from the RAF for USAAF gunnery training.

[Colour image from Archer p.86]
USAAFRB-34A 41-38206 coded M-127 of Midland Field Texas 1943 overpainted withOlive Draband Neutral Gray
This aircraftwas the187th B-34, produced in late 1942 just before P\Vproductioncommenced ¢ K S fuelagebasecode
indicated Midland Field, an RB-34 training base wihin the Central FlyingrrainingCommand In late 1943, this aircraft was
transferred to the RCAF &D54 (as did41-38165 M-125, as FD718% WhileModel 37shadtypically retained RA§reen/brown
camouflagesome B34swere overpaintedwith USDark Qive Dré 41¥/Neutral Gray 43 as was B37 production

LendLease Following Pearl Harbor in DEC 19RAF Ventura Mkdlwererepossessd by the USAAHuring
1942as was most ahat yeaQ groduction of the B34. Underthe APR 194llendLeaséAct, all procurementhad been
through theAir Corps; USAAF after 20 JUN 1941sing US designations and seriélp.until this stage, all aircraft
were on a British direct purchase orders and flown with RAF (or RN) serial numbers, and so had received no US/
serial® With LendLease, @en though a specific airframe was intended for Britdigirfg equipped to meet RAF
requirements and to carry RAF markings and serial numberdw had a US designation and seriadith most 1942
production Venturas beingepossessed for USAAF training, US markirge beingapplied on the line.
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With the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in DEC 1941, the US forces had to ramp up its training and aircraft
production exponentially. This accounted for much of the British orders for Ventura lls2h&&ntura IIAs being
repossessed for thelSAAF &ining system

BombardierNavigator Flying Trainingt K S  sgat® XDBhavigatoraircrew training in the US was conducted
in thesouthern and westerfair-weather sates primarily Florida, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada and California.
The basimav trainerflown was the Beech AT1 Kansaifa version of the Beech 1&henwith more advancd training
on the Lockheed platforms, the ABandA-28 Hudson and RB34 Lexgton. These schools were primarily within the
USAAF Western Flying Training Command and the Central FTC. Large bases that can bd ag$ottiateexington
GSNB aARflyR ¢. 0 ¢ wWhilktheWBasQaridntod tbef Hudddh wasaiseSBywWEB NI /! 0 02
andwith AT-18s for navigation training.

Gunnery TrainingThed Cf S Eiineré &hoblsvere similarly located in the good weather states, and bases
ARSYUGATAIOES 6AGK GKS 1 dzRazy | yR [oSFBriMyéts), Rag Vegad NB(codedzO
Yoo |yR ¢RBORKRBON CRYbR&aQam2sa (FAf O2RSa 2F woQ T2
YIe KIFI®S 6SSy aKI O1aé¢ IsyhBoltrgidngeqyind.a a NAf & RSaA3IYyIlIGS

[

[Colourised from www.fuselagecodes]
AT-18 Hudson andRB34 Ventura gunnery traines, FM-coded at Buckingham Field|dfida

[Colourised fromvorldwarphotos.infd
USAAF AL8AHudson42-55509T-108 navigation trainer without turret
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RAAF USE OF TRE34 FROM 1943

Poor Conditionof the RB34s

When the twentyRAAFVenturas arrived, beingxUSAAF trairs, they were found to be in poor coiitgbn.
Delivered under Lendlease Case 126, these aircraft were truly sedéidy R I f/ R @&tRBcumentation
refers to this variant athe & wo n“Tée Air Board would complain to the US about the state of these aircraft, having
0SSY aySORMAABRA GKIfif & KIS | Ahsaol Ntlsifply ¥eing§ Naed iha theseSairciaf Wezey R
G2 O02YS ¥FNERY *What HadcCheen GBubnpdivéasbthat they were diverted from the USAAdFLEase
deliveries exfactory. However, the durs flown byRB-34s prior to allotment to Australiahowedsome aircraft had
flown up to 387 hourdefore handover in the US. On arrival at 1ADstie A NONJ FG NXBIj dzA NBR 4t
man hours work before they could be brought into use, this total represemiaintenance only not including
2LISNI GA2Y I FAGYEiS fepresentedad &vkrdgk ¢ 1500ArRryhouts per aircraft at 1AD before they
could be made serviceable, and although there were similar problems with -8 ¥engeances that were Ingj
received at the same time, the situation wagenworse with the Ventura$®

USAAISerials of the RAAKS9-1 to A5320were between41-38051 and 4138172 i.e. spread out throughout
this range asthe B-34 batch of 200 aircraft had been serialled38020 to 41382194 These RAAF aircraft had been
in USAAF serviceover N b mdpno> FyR aaStSOGSR o6& (GKS {11 cCc (G2 L
2LISNF GAZ2yLfteés o0SAy3a Ft26y TNRY 5 lAustdial’ Simitar§ fHe REZAR 2
experienced the same difficultiesi K S w b %! -3&mere reoeived from JUN 1943, with some cannibalizing for
parts being required to prepare nine aircraft to replace the Hudsons of 4SQN based at Nausori in RijerHoese

early Venturas proved unsuitable operationally and the unit continued flying Hudsons well intd®1944.

. TCbIourised fronGRB Collectign
RB34A A592 with ASV Mk.1l radar fittedapparently at Laverton
ASV(Radal)) Trials OCT 1943

The exUSAAF RB4s had not been fitted with ASMair-to-surface vessel, the early acronym for radand it
was decided to install the Australian adaptation BritishASV Mk.Hlo selected RAAF GR aircraft types. These included
the Anson, Hudson and Ventura, followed by the Beaufort. Installation was undertaken at 1AD Laverton, with trial
conducted by the céocated 1APUDetails ofASV Mk.II (AusBre in theRAAF Manual ACD 2005{2)

< -

[bothimages from ACD 2005 (2) .
ASV search aerials on side of Hudsorl942 and anASV Yagarray under aBeaufortwingin 1944
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Anson mdar development inthe RAAFvas addressed in our Anson article, No.5 in this sefié3he first ASV was fitted t
RAAF Anson DG701 by 1AD in JUL T9%8] then fitted to RAAF Ansons from late 1948h 5 Aircraft Depot (5AD) at Wag(
opening a radar repair section in NOV 1943, and over the next months Ansons would undergo the radar modfi
Modifications by 5AD went to 71(R) and 73(R)SQN aircraft, and when those units ceased operatiorOudmadrcraft were
transferred to 67(R)SQN. BGn Sydney operated Anson EG417 over 1884n behalf of the Radio Physics LaborafSr
presumablypart of theCSIR@orerunner known a£SIRfor ASV developmenthe E/E.88 for A58 had it with® { Sr@nQOCT]
1943 supporting the APU trials until MAY 1944 of APR 1945, some 26 Ansons had been modified and were distributed &
RAAF unit§?

[Colourised from Britmodeller image]

A594 at Laverton OCT 1943
Delivered in MAY 1943 in standard RAF camouflaggadé Greerand Dark Earth by OCT 1948594 was looking a bit patchy
ASV antennas had been addaad previous makings had beempainted over byFoliage Greeand Earth Brown andSky Blue
added to the undersurfaces. The port beam gun is apparent through the aperture; for ASV trials the stannoass gemoved

[Colourised frm GRB ollec]ion
A594 at Laverton with 67SQN AnsdnJ17IMK-D in the background




SQUADRONISE OF THE -B8 1948-1944

2SQN2SQN conducted trials in the NWA operational area wittB&B59-9 over NOVDEC1943. While some
RB34s were allotted to 2SQblver this period, these were all cancelled and diverted to 13SQN at CanBernause
of the considerable prior use in the US, testing with Q38 2SQN proved unsatisfactdPyit went unserviceable at
Parafield on its retur south on 27 DEC, but after this grounding was passed to 10TU East Sale. leddxy janother,
A5915 in MAY 1944nd thesewere used for training until stored in 194&s a resulof the NWA trial 2SQN received
Beauforts, butontinuallypushed toget something moreapable Jike the B25 with its firepower and range.

13SQNMeanwhile 13SQN was working up in Canberra with a flight of 2aP&hd 9 RB4s,receiving its
first RB34s on 28 DEC 194&ith thefull allocation of nine by 31 JAN 19%4lowever, ly MAY 1944the RB34s had
been groundedand during the monthall SNB A &d&a4dzSR 2FF wmMo{vb | EMAY21248 Wds (i A ;
essentially the end of any hope for operational use of REAFRRB34: A59-17 was used for Test Pilot training from
JUL 1944, and then by 1AD Ferry Flight from FEB ®8whvirtually all REB4s were stoed awaiting disposal

R o
[Colourisedrom QAMimage,via Britmodelle}y
13SQNA59-11 SKIwith ASV, 1944

There are no written records suruig linking 13SQN codes with airframe numbers, tmder magnification tks image reveals

the serial aA59-11 whichwas received afAD on 21 JUN 194and allotted on 21 JUL fé&'SV modification with 1ABEPL943

to FEB 1944Thenreceived at 13SQN Canberra on 22 FEB (#dgone of nine RB4sformo { vb (2 NBLIX | 0S5 (K
fromtheend of DEC1OABy(i KA & adl 3S W! Q cfdutbiKs NAY BIERGS had IBIR3SQNDY2AD, teplaced

by further P¥1s.A5911 saw out its service on transport duties with 2AP Ferry Hligtit NOV 1944

7 SQNIn MAY 1944, RAAF @dd considered force dispositiamith two squadrons oP\1s and32SQN was
selectedas thesecond as13SQNdeployed toCooktown.But eerodrome extensiongor 32SQN saw th decision
changed to7s SQNat Higgins However, there werensufficientVenturasto fully equip 7SQNso only one flightwould
operate the PVL until more were availabl& hreewere issued, but plans changed again whteUS could not supply
our 1945LendLeaseVenturabids and by B JUNthe Venturas departednd reequipment plans were cancellégl

[BellVol.2, p.22
USAAF B4 with ASWwith turret removed OCT 1942 artworkreadsa 52 2f AGGf SQf f 52 Y2 NB
One ofthe few B34s modified with ASV for operational astibmarine patrols in the US. Dana BellAir Force Colors Vo).2
assesses the colouts be US Dark Olive Drajverpainting of the RABark Greenwith Dark Earthand Sky
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RB37-LO LEXINGTON 1942

TheB-37-LOwas a variant of the B4 powered by twal700hpWright Cyclone 60013 radialswith 550
ordered but only 18 were accepted (87470 to 4137487 msn137-1001 to 1371018 and the remainder cancelled.
The change of designator wascessary due to the new powerplanjust as had occurred with USAAF receipts of the
Hudson: the A28 had the Pratt & Whitney Twin WasdlB3045 (RAAF Mk.IVA), the2® the Wright Cyclone-R820
(RAAF MKIIA) > In addition to the engineshe most notceable external difference between the3 and B37 was
the two additional 0.3&aibre machine gunbeammounted in recessed positions in the fuselage sfies.

The B37 had aiginallybeenintended as the armed reconnaissance variant of tf@4Bvith theWh 6 & SNIJ I (i
designaion O-56-LQ But n OCTL942, the designation was changed to-BBc likethe RBB4,tK S WwQ RSaA 3y
was used by the USAAF over 1942 T2 NJ WwS & (i NA GdpSdlidda rolbsfFtr@ineNang targetig?! v 2
Through its continually changing designators, the3RRas been referred to as the Lockheed Modal, although
the Model137-96-03 designator appears more accurasad the G56, before becoming the RBIB, then B37 ¢ the
B-34 designator could not beetained as the change had been madédhe Cycloner-2600engine¢ and ultimately in
1943 the RB37, as it was realised there was no operational role for the airdradiding to the confusionhe RB34B
designationwasreassignedo modified RB34As fo use asiavigation trainers.

[Colourised fromMUSARMuseum060713F12343S025

USAARB-37 LexingtonW@1(msn 137-100141-37470in 1943¢ USAAF colourBark Olive Dralover Neutral Gray with decals
The fuselage National Marking is obviously a decal, and some US manufacturers would supply decals in the deliveryowate to al
customers tamark up their aircraft and the supply by Curtiss of4® markings during 1942as beeran issue discussed in other
forums In the US militarythe USAAF Specification -28102L Insignia For Aircraftissued on 10 NOV 1942, stated that
decalcomania transfers could be used if approved by the USAAdF.the USNthe Army-Navy Aeronatical (ANA) Specification
AN-1-9, Insignig National Star (For Airplane Exteriodated 1 MAR 1943 (with an effective date of 1 SEP 1943), authorised in the
USN the use oflecalcomaniador the national aircraft insignia. These were available in gloss or specularity (matt) to match
adjacent surface®

First flight of the BB7 was on 21 SEP 1942, with the last of 18 delivered in APR“IB#&S mairvisualexternal
difference of the B37from the B34 was thebeam gurposition, with one each sideThese had been built to a USAAF
requirement and were painted in the contemporary camouflggeark Olive Drablo41 upper surfaces (F81087is
evidently close), and lower surfacesNreutral Gay No.43which F86173 s closg.®

An Apologylt was over fifty years agin my young AHSA yeatbat | provided(together with Al Bove)tour
details of WWII RAAF aircraft fBeré C NIy O :970/2rg” Riciorials @ook, The RAAF and RNZAF in the Pacific
Unfortunately the details diid provideandthat were publishedstatedthe RAAF Venturas #&34s(A591 to A5920),

P\t1s (A5950 to A5963), andB-37s(A5964 to A59104)% This was an erroon my part asthere were no B37s
delivered to the RAARyith only 18ever produced Under the LendLeasedeliveries,this last mentioned batclof
Venturasfor the RAARvere, of coursePVMa @ ¢ KSNB X LQ@S 02YS Of SFysz Yeé | LX%
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USda { ¢ E AND NOBARS1942

While Venturaproduction was underway at Burbardwver 1942 there were changes occurring with the US
National Markingwhich would impact Model 37,-B4, B37 and P\ production. Firstly in MAY 194®e Redcentre
was removed fromhe star to avoid angonfusion with the Japanedenomaru circle markingHowever, the danger
of aRedcircle was recognised on the frelihe several months earlier, and was eliminated in the field from MAR 1942.

Until 28 MAY 1942 28 MAY 1942 29 JUN 1943
Insignia Spec 241102K Insignia Spec 241102K3

[historylink101.comcolourimage]
Theelimination of Redfrom the cockade

TheUS Navy had recognised the need for clear identificagithis was not only in 1942 with confusion of tRedcentre dot, but

prior to this when the Atlantiqgprewar Neutrality PatrolShadtwo roundelsmarkedon each side of thaircraftfusdage.

1

[colour image from historylink101.com]
USNP\A1 Ventura still with dual Neutrality Patrol roundels which were retained untiate 1943

Neutrality Patrols

Although the US was officially neutral until 7 DEC 1941, the US Navy really entered World War 1l on 5 SEP 1
when the US initiatedNeutrality Patroloperations in the Caribbean and in waters 200 miles off the coasts of North
and South America looking f@erman raiders and submarines. The information considered here comes from a 1991
US Naval Academy paper entitléd¢ KS | { b I Yy R { KISy B S!dzii tNI-.§ UiSR@sidéntREoSeipedt >
had been considering patrolling operations for several mopit@ to the start of war in Europe for instance, on 20
APR1939hg I R (2t R /FoAySlG GKFG KS gAaKSR (B SoSthAnericd andifkK o
a42YS adzooYFINARYySa FINB fF@Ay3a GKSNB FyR GNEB (2 Ay(dSNN:
did not clarify whether this was to upholimerican neutralityr assist the Anglérench alliance

With Warin Europe from MAR 1941 there was increased Anglmerican collaboration, th&JSAtlantic Fleet
patrols became more aggressive doubling in size, the-Leade Bill of1 MAR 194 provided new means of assisting
the British, by APR 1941 USN ships wecating and broadcasting positions of Axis ships in Neutrality Zone to the
Britishq there waslittle public pretencef any hint of neutralityeven by the White House.y (i K S 20686 | dNEK 2
months prior to Pearl Harbor, the USN trained the RCN inresga@onvoys, and developed its radar, sonar and ASW
doctrine while Britain shared its codeNS I { Ay 3 9y AIYIl W{LISOAIf LyGStftAaAasSy

In SEP 1941, Roosevelt modified previous convoy escort instructions and authorised US warships to esc
convoys in whictlthere were no USlagged vesselsThere has always been conjecture that the US knew of the
impending attack on Pearl Harbor, and let it happen so the US could be dragged into war in the face of the home no
interventionalists. Pearl Harbor certainigok the weight df Churchilc G £ | a i (0 K Sfiglkaf ofnduiRaNpe LILIS F

17| Page



USG { ¢ 'AND. ! w943

A USstudyin 1943discovered thattheRedR2 & 0 SAy 3 NB Y 2 @S Rhe lsslieg astha aolouk | Ry
couldn® be determined from alistance anywayhoweverthe shapeof a markingcould be.From tials withseveral
variations including an oblong roundel with two stars, ttedy recommendediusingWhite bars flanking the sides of
the existing roundel, all with Redoutline, beomingofficial in UN1943% So wherW o | NE Q 6 SNB IitRRS
wasstrangethat Redwas selectedbut then probably in reaction to complaints from the Pacific theatre, in AUG 1943
the Bluebars were introduceih AUG 1948 ¢ the Redbars only lasted a little over a month.

29 JUN 1943 14 AUG 1943 From 14 AUG 1943
AN-1-9a AN-1-9b

[Colour in?ageUSﬁlv\lathrchiveNOBG-K—éiga - “[WWW.norpacwar]
The shortlivedRedbars makes it helpful for the dating of images

The images aref US Navy R¥son Adakin the Aleutians in JUL 1948ll aircraft shown are in the old USNG f dzSRVA NJ- & ¢

camouflage, which was changed on the Burbank line in about MAY a84BtS v S 435KNU RV @ deNbeYt B O8Ntbond& @

squadronVB135side numbeM’@ 6 ¥ Rvittd Retoutline and still the double Neutrality fuselage roundels. Right, is the similarly

markedVBM o ¢ W+ Q . dzu ¢y With UN &qliaBranyp@cedu e Ysideindmbers wereakocated after an aircraft loss,

andwhen Bu2$47 (the previousW ) tli€appeard on an operational seardh MAY 1943, Wdgp+ Q NEasBURBEY Sy (

-

[Colour image fromvw2bomber$
P\£1 ready for deliverylater 4-colour scheme adoptedh the 2nd quarterl943,and with bars from14 AUGL943
For theUSNPV1Ventura i KS NR dzy RSt RAFYSGSNI g1 & nnéx (GKS oBluddurrosn8’NE S
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P\VV1 VENTURA PRODUCTION3194

In JUL 1942ht US Navgompleted an agreement with the USAAF to acquire the Vergsilandbased patrol
aircraft to supplement thé@BY Catalindt NB RdzO( A 2 y  213conintefcedinhm@dia®y with the first batch
of 200LockheedModel 237<YBu297238u29922 msn237-4876 to 23-5075yp ¢ K-B) YRtSH wastyid tyipigaNJ
USNcornvoluted mixof letters and numbers (which was changed to a more logicaj@ntiservice systenm 1962 ¢
W trederred to a Patrol A NJO Nas¥hé first Wegeapatrol desigh,y R WM Q | atypdi KRG applisdNiBithe & d:
redesignednodel with larger wing and fin area, the Harpo®dheP\3was 27 Lendease Ventura Mk.I1&J511/AJ537
requisitioned by the USN as B@25/Bu33951% which seved on Atlantic patrols from OCT 19€# course the
subsequent patrol production from Burbk were the P2V Neptune and P3V Oridater redesignated in 1962 as the
P-2 and P3 respectively.

The first PYL Ventura (Lockheed Model 2327-01) patrol bomber powered bythe sameP&W R-280031
éDouble Wasgg O A @S d ¢ 4,Kef owRNDV 19UandBarbankdeliveriescommencedrom DEC 192 for
the USN; production ofthe P\A1 extended until MAY 1944 P\+1 modifications consisted of replacing some USAAF
equipment with Navy equipment; increasing the fuel capacitg@yercent;standardisng the armament to two fixed
forward-firing 5C0-caliber (12.7 mm) machine guns in the upper decking of the nose, twaiB@r machine guns in
the Martin dorsal turret, and two flexible 3€aliber (7.62 mm) machine guns in the ventral tunnel position; and
modifying the bomb bafor 3,000LB(1,361 kg) of bombs, or six 325147 kg) depth charges or a torpedhile the
clearnose cone was replaced by the ASBearch radaim asolidplexiglassose cap, heseinitial P\£1s retained the
side windowglazingn the nose and the flat bombardiers window in the fldor.

9

T Al

[Colourised from Sqgn/Signal No.48,]
EarlyUSN PVL Bu29767 (ruddemsy’ WH n Q aftReN.dsngeles Burbank factorJANFEB1943
The Lockheed/ega factorymanufacturer of the Ventura, wajacent tothe Disney Burbank studipand many of the aircraft
carriedDisneycartoon taracter fuselage artwork. Here it is Donald Duck as aifattie-box, labelledy { dzN1JNd &rs§ 20O ®
P\t1s were serialled Bu29723 to Bu299&#s( 2374876 to 2375075), and this P¥ was the 4%h, msn 4920, whiclwas Bu29767
Markings are the early RV scheme of USBIue GrayverLightGrag | yR | 02YY2y (NI i@in¥dlowi K S
on the rudder. This is carrying the standard underwing, pytmunted 165gallon drop tankg®

The above image shows tharty production PM withnoseglazingof four windowsper sidefor the bombardier
station behind the nose radomenherited from the British Venturas With the glazed "greenhouse" nose
rudimentaryfolding co-pilot seathad been fittedto allow the accss to the nose compartmenihe solid nosef the
P\£1, whilecontairingthe radar, also hadsighting aids for aerial cameraperation. However, o late production PV
1s, the bombardier position was replaced by three 8.Btchine guns, and thesarcraft couldalso cary SA I K G
HVARhighvelocity aerial rockets)nder the wings.

Whileant R@F y il 3S 2F (KS xSyddz2NI KIFIR 0SSy AldfashdcHt 3l
pilots accustomed to the docildudson, causing a number of training accideéhtEraining of course prepared aircraft
and crews for operationg with the P\A1, the first US Navgquadrons were in the North Pacifigith bomber units
VB135 and VBL36 deployed in the Aleutians from APR 1943.
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VENTURA AT WAR

While the earlier RAF Ventura Mk.lls aneB8s were repossessed by the USARAE942 they retained RAF
green/earthcamouflage and serial numberdowever P\/1 productionfrom late 1942wasinitially only for the USN
¢ the first production batch of 200 had not been available for l-eadse customeiseingall desperately required by
the USN; and the navabluishcamouflage and Bureau (Bu) humbarsuld then be standard for all future Ventura
production. This arly Blue-3 NJ-c@nfuflagemarkedthe first batch of 200 P\{s, followed by approximately 200 of
the second batch, with colours changing during productiothe 4-3 K I R Sspéiéya&y aboutAPRL943¢ andthis
appears to have occurred around aircrBfi33400

So theUSN camouflagechemewasthe standard for when foreign deliveries of the -B\¢ommencedrom
about MAY 1943. So no matter what colour you wanted your Ford it would be black, or in the case of the Ventura,
would be blue. This involvedklivery or assemblinthe Lendf S &S Odza G2 YSNDR&a O2dzy G NB |
its operating theatre. In Britain, Venturasuld be inducted into an RAF Maintenance Unit andmallyreceive the
RARgreenish/greyTemperate Sea ScherfleSS¢amouflage; below is a great exampl&N957after UKassembly and
before receiving it SSor operations in the Middle East witb9SQN RAAF

[Colourised from IWM12209F, via ww2bombers]
Early RAP\:1 VenturaGR.V FN95x Bu3308Insn 5090 in MAY 1943 at Speke.iverpool,with Donald Duclartwork
TheRAF type C1 markinggere probably appliecat the Lockheed reassembly plaat Spekeon delivery this was the 15th RY

of the second production batch of 400 aircraft

Europe.In its intended role as an RAF bomber, the first griitOWing at Feltwell, Norfolkcomprisinl21SQN
RAF, 487SQN RNZAF and 464SQN ®&Aéred combat on 3 NOV 1942 with 21SQN attacking railway targets near
Hengelo, the Netherlands. On 6 DEC 1942 theg\grovided 47 Venturas for a leMvel daylight raid on the Philips
radio and valve factory at Eindhoven, which was considered a success, althoughthengerituras were lost and 37
damaged, leaving only one aircraft unscathédter this the aircraftswitched to medium level operation®ut the
Ventura in ths role had entered service too lateit was already heading towards obsolesceragin MAY 1942 the
Mosquito B.Mk IV had entered service andeguipped 140 WG in mi#i94378

Middle East.The ater PVl variant, known in the RAF as the Ventura GR.V, was used fesubntiarine
operationsover the Mediterraneanand as a naval patrol aircraft the Ventura proved a success. 459SQN RAAI
Venturas wereemployed in this theatre fronDEC1943 TheP\t1 used the same engines as the Ventlradut had
room for 1,607 US gallons of fuel (an increase of 263 gallons over-3d4é/Bntura 1) and was armed with 050
machine guns (two fixed forward guns, two in the dorsal tynpaistwo 0.303€ in the ventral tunnel position), while
the bomb bay was modified to allow cage ofsix 32%.Bdepth charges or one torpeddéiowever,459SQNwvould
soon swap its Venturda JUL 1944obr the Baltimore serving alongside the similargquipped 454SQN.

Atlantic. TheUSNP\£3s (the last 27 Ventura MK.lls from the BPC contract taken av€@CT 1942) served on
Atlantic patrols from late 1942, mainly with A2 and V3 from Argentia NAS in Newfoundland. In MAR 1943, when
equipped with the PM, VP82 becameVB-125 and VM3 became VB26° The external difference of the P3had
beenits lack of dorsal turretwhile production PVLs from DEC 1942 had the Martin turret.
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North Pacific.Thefirst deployment of Venturas to the Pacifias to the bleak, foghrouded Aleutian Islands.
USN bomber squadron VIB5 deployed northin APR1943 arriving at Adak, midway along the Aleutian chato,
conductpatrols and photo reconnaissanc&he highspeed PV was capable of outrunning and sometimes shooting
down enemyfighters8® Soorthe sister squadron \VB36 reached Adak, and MB5 redeployed to Amchitka, 185 miles
further west. Theunopposed invasioof Attu had enabledJS Army engineert® constructthe airstrip, from which
P\t1soperatedfrom AUG 1948 the airstipwasRS & ONA O SR & al T2 3 PQpérkingfrgm A a f
Attu enabled bombingattackson the Japanese Kuriles (1,5010le roundtrip, all over open water)and thisbecame
the main role of the Atttbased P\s.An innovation was to@netimestask P\t1sasradar bombingpathfindersfor
attacks byB-24s and B25sagainst the KurilesOnefurther hazard for the USN crews was that if a diversion became
necessary at thevestern extremities of their missionthey faced internment bthe Sovietswho hademained strictly
neutral in the fighting with Japaii¢ KS ONBgaQ GNBFGYSyd |a @ANLdzZ f th2a
personnel eventually returned via Eyme. The Aleutian weather however constituted a much greater threat than the
Japanese, and the PMsquadrons lost more men and aircraft to the weather than to the en&my.

ey
[Colourised from Squadron Signal p.27]
NORTH Aleutian-basedP\+1s of VB-136 WXBu29768 WX4and ¥8Qfrom AdakcMAY 1943

South PacificThe first P¥ls to the South Pacific are VB137 in Samoa in MAY 1943, and®¢T 1943, the
USMC deployed Ventura nigfighters to Henderson Field ithe Solomongsthen on to Bougainville The radar
equipped PVL possessed the speed, manouevrability and firepower, and soon Marine Squadron \BAE@¢pred
its first skill in NO\X943¢ whenrelieved in JUN 1944he unit hadtwelve confirmed night kills as pioneers in a complex
new form of warfare thisadaptability of the Ventura showed it in a role that its designers had never contemgtated.
By OCT.944 US forces were advancing towards the Philippimed P\:1swere soonestablished in New Guinea, at
Los Negros (in thAdmiralties), and then to the NEI at Morotai (in the Halmaheras). By MAR R945 werebasd
at Clark Fieldon Luzon)and were raging out against Japanese shippinthesePhilippine and MototabasedUSN
Venturasthen supported the Autrali /JUL 1945 to secure Borffeo.

AV
Y

[HowdiCoIourge]
SOUTH USN PM on Espiritu Santo, Vanuatu, in 1944
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464 SQUADRON

On 1 SEP 1942, 4&uadron was formed at Feltwell, Norfolls a light bomber squadron, within 2 Group
Bomber Commangdequipped with both Ventura Mk.Is and Mk.lIs. The first raid that the unit took part in set the scene
for the high quality performances which were to become the norm for 464 throughout the War. On 6 DEC 1942
fourteen Australian Venturas combined with ethaircraft 0f140 Wingfrom 487SQN RNZAF and 21SQN RAF to attack
on the Philips Radio Works at Eindhoven, Holland. This was a daylighgyvkwaid in the face of accurate flak with
high losses, but with the operation considered a success. While aopegrtite Ventura from Norfolk RAF bases at
Feltwell and from APR 1943 Methwold, 464 attacked the engine sheds at Bruges, enemy shipping, oil refineries, railw
yards, Rotterdam dockyards, the Zeebrugge coke ovens, and the Luftwaffe assembly sheds at Bo@ewer, the
majority of missions were airfield attacks against occupied Europe. Other operations were against the steel works
limuiden, Holland, in MAY then during operations, 464SQN was visited by the King and Queen, on 26 MA¥ 1943.

|

dfro ww?2aircraft.net]
AJ466 S8 during the Royal Visto 464SQNRARMethwold on 26 MAY 1943

On 1 JUN 1943, 464 transferredRmhter Commandas part of the 2d Tactical Air Force, and was advised of
re-equipment with Mosquito fighter bombers. Moving to Sculthorpe aerodrome on 21 JUL 1943, the first of the new
Mosquitos arrived in AUG 1943. By 31 AUG 1943, 464 had flown 321 sorties and 170 000 operatiomaitsnyiear
on Venturas, and the last Ventura was flown out on 22 SEP and Mosquito operations began in OCT. As the MosqL
was a twoeseat aircraft, wireless operators and air gunners were posted out. Ops continuetiuater raidsagainst
convoys, supplyrains, rail marshalling yards and road junctions, and soon with the JUN 1944 Normandy landings
targets became troop installations and bridgessupport the landings. 140WG became renowned for its precision
low-level raids; attacking Amiens Prison, B@im, on 18 FEB 1944, Gestapo HQ at Aarhus, Denmark, on 31 OCT, the
Copenhagen on 21 MAR 1945. In FEB 1945 464SQN moved to France, disbanding at Melsbroek in Belgium on 25

464 Squadron Codeg from SEP 1943

464SQN Code| Serial Details and Name 464SQN Cod¢ Serial Details and Name
SBA AE685 SBN AE847 | AE876; AJ212; AJ213
SBB AE695 SBO AE853 | a2 KIF {1 FdFy3aldlé
SBC AE880 | AJ224 SBP AJ491
SBD AJ231 SBQ AE688 | AE702
SBE AE937 | to SBT; AE945 SBR AE684 | AJA53
SBF AJ174 | &! b %¢ SBS AE908
SBG AE939 SBT AE937
SBH AJ466 SBU
SBI SBV
SBJ AE8B54 [aW2e0Sff S¢ SBW
SBK SBX
SBL SBY
SBM AE719 | AE751; AJ223 SBZ

References fo#64SQN codesadf serialsA59 database, imageryCodes separated by theroundd#!{ . Q@ I KSI R 2F (K
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464 SQUADRON VENTURA MAH939 / SBS

464SQN flew the Ventura fdwelve months from SEP 1942against continental Europantil replaced by the
Mosquito in SEP 194864SQN started with both Mk.Is and Mkdladf-serialslists464SQN receing 15 Mk.Is and
30 Mk.lIsq the difference being the engines and the bomb bay. (Ventura deliveries for Britain were ship
Liverpool and then erected at the nearby Speke asvote.) At Feltwell, Norfolk, 464S@birmed 140 Wing with
487 RNZAF and 21 RAF Squadrons, moving to nearby RAF Methwold on 3 APR 1943, then becoming par
Command and transferring to RAF Sculthorpe odl2i for reequipment with the Mosquito.

[IWM colour image]

Ventura Il AE939 SB, based at Feltwell, Nootk JAN 1943

[Colourised from AWM UKO32] [Colourised frantuBYRBlvia ww2bombers]
AE853 SB G 2 K I 1 I ( lFayMethwiold éNorfolk, JUL1943 AE®4 SBIG W2 & caBMethv@oid, JUL 1943
Mixed RAAF and NZ crew, the motif was a kiwi on a boomeran@/2 & poSW2f S5¢¢ (I KcBlouBsSuBtheh SkyDK72047
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459 SQUADRON

459SQN was formed on 10 FEB 1942, at-Bikgab, Egypt, as a Hudson GR navabmeration unit for the
91 aGSNY aSRAUGSNNIYSIYyd ¢KS YIFI22NI NRtS 41 a I|aGd@AY3
convoys from Tobruk to Mersa Ntah, with these attacks successfully weakening enemy reinforcendmdgoying
a vastamountof supplies. One claim was in SEP 1942 when a 459SQN Hudson was credited with probably sinkin
destroyer near Tobruldt this stage459SQN wasonsidereda yowung unit composed entirely of pilots trained under
the EATS. 23 OCT 1942 marked the decisive Allied offéhaive@pened at El Alamejand by early NOV, the enemy
were in retreatc as the ports were recaptured59SQN roles were to escort troopships, tarskand supply vessels,
and attack enemy shippinyloving initially to Gambut in Libya in DE@2 and459 was then truly mobileperating
from airfields in the Western Desert, Cyprus, Palestine, Southern Arabia and Eritrea. MAY awokgtlete year of
operations, a total of 6775 operational hours from 1294 sorties. In JUN 1943 a Hudson sank Gé&aaakt07: the
crew comprisedDave Barnard, George Crisp and Brian Cobcroft (see Ventura next page). 454SQN had formed w
Blenheims and as part of 2885, both units worked together, tasked with argubmarine and convoy escort work.
Night bombing commenced in the Aegean and on the-Agfended islands of Crete, Rhodes and the Dodecanese

In DEC 1943, Ventura Mkadrcraft arrived and conversion commenceahd night bombingoperations would
continue againsRhodes and the Aegeamn APR 1944, 459SQioved to Paleine at Ramat David andshortly after
to StJean(nearHaifa). In JULL944,Venturas were replaced by Baltimores and moved to Berkayienaica, and
bombingcontinuedin the Aegean andgainstRhodes. On 16BB1945,459SQN movetb Almaza Beirut), but the
plan to relocate the unit to Britain within Coastal Command¥eigh ightQVellington nightGRduties This plan was
howevercanelled, and @ 10 A2R1945,459SQN disanded.®’

‘[au PIessiWWII colour col[ection]

Beautiful colour image oHudson VI AE62&f ME Comms FLT Egypt, summer 1942
This shows welfemperate Sea Scheme (T&fpted for the Middle East: the green tonal value of frek Slate Grelg apparent,
with the rich darker bluéAzureundersurfaces. Still wearing typ®l roundels, these changed in JUL 1942 to @paoundels$?

459 Squadron Codeg from DEC 1943
459SQN Code| Serial Details and Name 459SON Cod¢ Serial Details and Name

A FP562 | FP592, JS838 N FP547
B FP544 | JS937 0 FP556

C FP541 | JT835 P JS899

D FP653 |/ h @& 2 dz ,J$80%zi ¢ Q FP569

E FP537 | JT824 R FP542 | JS960
F FP612 | DonaldDuckd ! A NJ t; 206 S | S FN997 | FP543
G FP609 | JS916 T JS926

H FP604 | JS982, JT892 U JS980

[ FP599 v JT834

J FP670 W

K X

L JS908 v

M Z FP631

Records indicate that 459SQN received 46 MK.Vs. References for known 459SQNdiosesalsA59 database, imageryrhe
unit did not use a dal letter squadron code on Venturas, just agle letter codes behind theoundel.
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459SQNoperated the Ventura GR.V (the BYonly for six months between DEC 1943 to JUL ;I8inally a GH
squadron, the role was primarily bombing, often by nighP612was from the RAF Lerdease PAL batch
FP549/FP684, Bu34586/Bu34967, beind3ag84764 (msn 23%654)% This was manufactured in the USNalour
scheme, but of course changelRAH emperate Sea ScherfieSSyvith C1type roundels. The 459SQN Unit Hist¢
shows it on strength from JAN 1944 (repladitudsonFK579 & WCQUO X dzy GAf !t w mdn

[Colourised from AWM 2018.125.4.124] [Colourised from AWM018.15.4.127

WCQ ONB AR IWALSYNR (KS 52yl tR 5dz01 a! ANJt 20794

The AWM image 2018.125.4.124 shows PLT@VE.DI NI/ I NRQ& ONXB ¢ Qrispan@ GeofiiTxRord daviilé Rribl
/| 20 ONR T ¢2y NIF2 MREE ¢ Y 206dgeCrispBMaBGobemftldy R & { PkireeNJit &vas not until late FE
Mmebonn GKFEG ¢dzEFT2NR &dzo &G A wadad SNRAR TR4key/ aRfevOMRBIZ/E. AY . | NI/ | NJ

¥ 2 ,
Ventura GR.V FP612/F [Colourised from adéerials] FP&Y D& . 2 dz . [Solowizédfrom adéerials]
Not a great imagéo colour, but shows the sharp demarcation of thgure Colours ot ;éxse art fromRed Roo decal 7216
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THE SECOND -P\ . dzH ¢ Kid Wegax M®PNHKM®nNOo

Bu29724(msn 2374877) is shown here on the line in late 1942 rolling out at Burbank, and on its maiden flight in early 1
was the second RY, the first batch of 200 being serialled Bu29723 to Bu29922, all for the USN. To mark deliveries of
P\t1sto the USN, the second aircraBu29724¢ I & Y I N]J SR o0& |  aLISOA I fKidVegr 3 1 NP
was soon ramped up to some three to four-B¥per day, with the next batch of 300 (Bu33067 to Bu33466) rolling off the
from APR 1948 the first PV1s for the RAAF were from this bat@&b9-50, A5951), delivered in JUN 1943.

—————

[E.olourised fronhockheed, via ww2bombérs : [Colourised from rcafno128sqn site]
P\t1 VenturaBu29724with 5 A & y'WBi@ \@gastarboardfuselage artiate 1942

From the firstP\A1 batch,Kid Vegashows the early glazed bomber nose windows of the next aircraft on the line, presur

Bu29725, and the forward USN star when Venturas carried two cockades pertheléirst RAAF RY A59-50 was delivered

in this style of USN marking. Thespd@sitionnational insignias were carried over from the gid- NJ Wb S dz{i NJ %A

[Colourised from USN ABNL580]
Bu29724maiden flight beginning ofLl943showing port side and below thestarboard Kid Vegaartwork

[Colourised from USN AN 58]
These &osition national insignias were carried over from thepré NJ Wb S dzii NI f BA2dR4waswithNIBN sQuadd
FAW9 HEDRONFIleet Air WG HQ SQN), when it was badly damagedaryaccident at Floyd Bennett Field Nof 26 SEH
1944 Although there wasubstantial damage to aircrafthe crew was unhurtand the aircraft presumably 850Gt
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Early production PM. Bu29767msn 4920(with Yellowmsnand®20Q 2y (G KS NHZRRSND F 4 . dzNJ

The first batchof P\V1sleft the plantin thisblue/gray camouflagescheme which wasin accordancewith the
USNB8/20/1941 standard® Thesealsowere markedwith eight éStarin Circlé USNational Markings four on the
fuselage andfour on both wing surfacesWing markingswere changedon 1 FEBL943to only retain one markingon
the upper left and one on the lowestarboardg which has remained to this da@fficially termedBlueGrayM-485
over Light Gray M495, this remaineduntil early 1943. For the PBY CataliBde Gray/Light Grapad beenthe
standard camouflage scheme from 194hd K S w! | CGl@ase HB% agh®RPBBA aircraft (A241 to A24114)
were delivered in these colourhe arly PV1ls coming off the production line in JAN 194&h the original glazed
bomber nosewere delivered in this tweolour Blue Gray/Light Gragcheme®

Blue GrayM-485 (later FS595a 35189) Light GrayM-495 (later ANA 602)
These colours were USN ship colours, used beforeatiation ANA Bulletin colours were specified in 1943

The Official USN & USMC Aircraft Colour Guide Vol 24Bd@uates theUSN aircraft colour® ship colours
and compares thesw® the later Bulletins and specifications. ff485 Blue Gray sample from théational Air and
Space Museum matches to FS35189 the closest equivalent in Federal Standard $98B495 Light Graywas
adopted in ANA Bulletin N0.166 of 4 DEC 1943 ad g2 Gray(not carried over to the FS595a spec, but combined
with ANA 62QLight Gull Gray* equivalent of FS36440).

[Colourisedrom warbird info exchange]
USNBu 33176 WmT n Q & ATRE51A0@E0m SnNAMAY 1943
The firsttwo P\1s for the RAAFA59-50 and A5%1, were delivered in this scheme in JUN 1943, but the
remainder delivered from JUL 1943 were in the ngraduated 44 K I R S-a BIF @ ¢zf | NEromiaQeladiy S ¢
AYFISNEY (KAAd AKIRID2 @ ENI NB v iiBuIB40DORedzedNE iGN like NRANZTIR3
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P\WV1 DISNEY ARTWORK BURBANK

Fortunately for the Lockheed Vega plant, the Disney studios was right next door in Burbank and wienever
artist had free time, he would stop by and paint cartoon characters on the noses and fuselagesadfthat came
off the assembly line. In thisase, PVL Venturas were being built and the bulk of the characters were Donald Duck
and hisfriends.Occasionally a new character was createflen witha pithy slogan against the axend soon there
¢ I &id ¥Weg§, the eager young navahting.®

Although Mickey Mouse had been the most famous star at Walt Disney studios, he was replaced by Donald Du
in early 1940, and the beginning of WWII. Character analysis played an important part in the Disney design team
artists who created over 1,200 military insignia from 1940945. Mickey was the clean living, bashful around girls,
smalitown guy who never took a belligerent stance, and simply could not appear in war like poses; Donald becam
the Disney war hero, cockyhowoff getln yourface type guy. Donald not only took over the lead in Disney war
FAfYar KS | LIISFENBR Ay GKS Y2ad YAfAGFINE AYAAIYALF O
McCraw,as shown previoushy.oday the complete 1,200ys military collectlon is housed in the Walt Disney Archives
in Burbank, but not open for public viewing. For every Walt Disney military design created at Burbank, another te
nose art creations were painted on the War front. The effect of Disney in Waglhuge anghrobablynot given the
full credit it deserves§®

Many USNaircraft carried Donald Duck and Mickey Mouse fuselage artwehichwasparticularlyprevalent
on the P\A1 Venturas. This also extended to the RAABSQN A585 SFRE ¢ K A O'Ke Rlucfant Bragén 6 |
1941 Disney movie), andd®9SQN P FP612/B I & YI NJ SR A GK 52yl f R 5dz01 O2Y

'———

[Colourised fromAir Classics, MARD17, p.30
HEDRONKXBuU29768n Aleutians, nald on the phone: éHello Tojo, will be right over with a little present for y&uL943
Previously witHJSNoombersquadronVB135, joining HEDRON in MAY 1948himAleutiansg2 Yy (0 KS BlKBoasteh & &

[Colourised from Stanaway p.36]
HEDROMNPMV1W - NBu3R118 (previously 4VB/136): dDang, | can beat a dozen Japg mysel€ 1943
This too was an early PMwith HEDRON | FG SNJ G KS I LILX A O laddprabgblye AUGIDAQ ThisgdrlfiUSK y | €
blue/gray waschanged on the production lindAY1943,and with theblue/white National Markings which changed only briefly
in JUN/JUL 1943 withe Red surround?” Go Mickey!

USNside numbers|f a side number agpeared as jush digi= f A 1 S dodumenfedh squadronrecords as

WMt Qd ¢KS W. Q OrgléeSAr Wing NE HEBRDN AircraftR thisi vas the wing Headquarters
Squadron, however these are often captioned amfen strength withVB-135 or VBL36.
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[Colourised from usaafoeart.co.uk] - [Colourised from usaafoseart.co]

Bu2976W W 2-fiop . ! f Sl AD S/(E EWBY QldcdlodredUSNPVLA L QY BAY Q { 2YSUKAYQ ¢
Heading for a Navy unit, thésarly PV1 Ventura featuredartist GeorgeMcCrav@ cartoon of Donald Duck diving below the surface
with a bomb.The USAAF high commaih@d frowned upon the use ofand-based bombers by the Naygnd t was only after
production ofair forceLexingtons/Venturas wamderway, that the maritime P\A1 variantwas adoptedor naval landbasedanti-

shipping and maritimgatrol.%®

[Colourisedkfrorm .01285qn Sitg
LockheedVega handover of the 1000th Ventur@aa P\/1, in chronological sequencthis shouldbe Bu29830rfisn 237-4983)
This is assessed &&BMAR 193. The awork shows Donald Ducn sailor suit of courselepresenting the USNylickey
representing the USAAF, and Goofy representing the RCAF andtiRa\Rircraft was certainly from the first E\Vproduction
batch, Bu29723 to Bu29922, showing the e&tlye Gray/Light Gray canouflage

-

USNW1VBU33278 VB135 19442nd tour, MM Jap Hunti® [Colourised fromorpacvai MM ¢ | NB Qy (i K2 8 1 b 8z
. S| dzii PWidbly Bedrge McGrajColourised from BAAF nose art.fo
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LATER RY VENTURA-#41 ! 59 { 4YDhb[ ! W Mdn o

The colour changeoveimplemened by USN directiv6éR2C inFEB1943 had inherent delayg, imagery
narrows thisto around Bu3340@oming off the line iTMAY 1943 Below isa Lockheedbublidty shot ofBu33405in
the new schemgassessed to haveeenMAY 1943; soBu33405nay very well have been the firist new camouflage.

-3 RN iy e S S g
. [Colourised from warbirdinfoexchange]
USNmsnWmMn Q 2y GKS FAY 61 a LINRossibly thefirstashgde pMi mn . dzoon np .

Thischangeover of USN camouflage had become apparent in Australia 39ithE948eliveries 0fA59-52 and
A5953 (Bu33444 and Bu33446) were in #eenew colours and concurrently being delivered to the RNZAF
Bu33430/33442 naturally in these new colours too. Imagery exists of the nine aircraft for NZ, but not fofirftese
two for the RAAF. The next USN-Pproduction contract (Bu34586 to Bu349%igd LL deliveries frorAUG 19430
NZ from NZ4519 (Bu34642nd to the RAAF as Ahg (Bu34652) and ASB6 (Bu34651), all of course in the new
scheme, as were all subsequddAARP\L1 deliveries.

35042 35164 37875

Sea Blue Intermediate Blue Insignia White

The new schemeasupper surfaces in twdark blue variatins ofANA 606 8aBlue(semigloss on top of flying
surface$ [F25042] and ANA 607Sea Blugnon-specular on top of fuselagfyS35042]ANA 608 ntermediate Blue
(for the side$ [F85164]; and non-specularANA 601Insignia White (on the undersides) [B$875.%° The Hon-
speculafwas the term officially used in reference to camouflage finishes which provided -aeflentive ormatt
surface'®|t can be seewhythis is sometime referred to as@o@ir colourschem&® 2 NJ | Wi KNREaw2 f 2
used the former. On the RY, White counter shadingvas usedn the fuselage under the wings and tailplanes.

. : Y ! 5
o 7
/ \
g )
S f- TN

This PV/1, being painted in the new &olours was msn 5447i.e. Bu33438 cJUN 1948olour images from historylink1p1
Coincidently, Bu3343&as delivered to the RNZAF, being received in JUL 1943 to become NZ4514.
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[ww2bomber colour image]
USN 4colour camouflage on ¥?-m

Yay FAY ydzYoSNI WupQ
This image of PM W H @l Be a®R shabot of the new USN markingsshade camouflage introduced cMAY 1943 with star and

bars introduced in AUG 1943and could possibly be msn 23625 B34735 of the third PM batch, and delivered cAUG 1943.

Gounter-shading blending colours @round surface together mininedthe shadows by lightening the colours.
All horizontal wing surfaces seen from above were finished in-gioagSea Bludthe slight shine of these surfaces

tended to match the changing shine of the sea), and care was taken not tothigitythe rounded fuselage surfaces
which couldcause glare.

NonspecularSea Bluavas applied over the top of the fuselage and arousalding edges, extending about 5
percent aft on the top surface. All surfaces viewed from below were paintedspenularinsignia White Vertical
surfaces of the of the fin and rudder were finishedritermediate Blugwith the sides of the fuselage wegeaduated
from the Sea Bluelown to theWhite so there was no noticeable demarcation in colours. Care was taken not to let the

Whitemove up the side beyond a tangent®3@ee below) from the horizontal to eliminate glare; engine nacelles were
treated thesame as the fuselagé

NON SPECULAR
SEA BLUE

INTERMEDIATE
BLUE

NON SPECULAR
WHITE

[Elliott, p.35]
USN fuselage crossection for camouflage of large fuselage aircraft (Ventura)



Anti-Japanese Most RNZAF Venturas bore the Lockh&edja plant added Walt Disney studios cartoons on
their rear fuselage sides. As most of these were sharplyJapénese, they were ordered to be painted over before
the aircraft headed to the operationarea due to the fear that if downed, and the crew captured, these cartoons
wouldn@help to enhance their treatment at the hands of the Japanese. Most of these painted over areas show as
large patch of fresh paint in photos taken at the tifi€The RNZA Venturas were delivered at the same time as the
RAAF PXs, and while some did, not much of the Disney artwork survived in the RAAF.

WEVE GOT

THE\R NUMB
BuT

[Colourised from usaafoseart.co] R
NewUSNPVE® SQ@S D20 ¢ K Sve NantReacrdtS NJ . dzi

g
[Colourised fronusaafnoseart.o]

New USN PAL, Mickey Mouse was impressed by the PMine
Probably second RY batch Bu33067/33466 after theolour scheme changed in mi®43

[Colourised fronusaafnoseart.©]
New USN PM, Mickey MousedTK I 1 Qa4 ¢ KS CAYyAEK C2NJ ¢KIF G { dzo t
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RAAFP\A1 DELIVERY SCHEMES

Like the RAAF, the RNZAF fiesteived Lend_ease RB4 Lexingtons from MAY 1943 before itsPVenturas,

and as with the other Commonwealth countries, all models were known as the Ventura. Both the RAAF and RNZ

received its first Lentlease PALs in JUN 1943wvhich having been shijed to Hawaii, were flown south across the
Pacific From this stage, the RNZAF received nine aircraft per month, and the RAAPt@aably as Australia was
receiving so many other Lerdease deliveries. These early deliveries are significant as theyatvdre changeover
of the USN camouflage scheme from titue-3 NI t6 @F DH&NJI2 dzdErulaf(the/4th colour being the upper
surfacesemigloss Sea Blydiffering fromthe upper fuselag@on-specular Sea BIU&).

SOUTH PACIFIC-PRELIVERY SCHEMES

RB-34. Australia and New Zealand first received thedUSAARB34 Lexingtorg known in the Commonwealth countries as ti
W+ Sy § witer Lend_easebeforethe P\L1 deliveriesThe 20 RAAF aircraft were seriall®89-1 to A5920. The 23 RNZA|
aircraft were NZ4583 to NZ460%tdils of RNZAF Venturas are recordeddfiserials!®

P\£1. The first PML contract was for 200 aircraft (Bu29723 to Bu29922) for USN deliveries only; the next/&bElaned ease
contractfor 400P\t1s (Bu33067 to Bu33466, msn 23776 to-5475)1% and during this production run in approximately MA
1943, the UN camouflage scheme was changed.

BecameA59-52, A5953

Receipt Date RAAF RNZAF Scheme
JUN 1943 Bu33321, Bu33316 Between Bu33303 and Bu3332Q All delivered in earlyWo t3d¥$
BecameA59-50, A5951 Became NZ4501 to NZ4509 camouflage.
JUL 1943 Bu33144, Bu3346 Between Bu33430 and Bu33344 AllRNZAF aircraft delivered in new

Became NZ4510 to NZ4518

Wghade nond LIS O dzmioullage;
assessedRAAF aircraft were as well

Thethird P\A1 contractwas for 412 P\ aircratft,

Bu34586 to Bu34997 (msn/Z3476

t0-5887).

AUG 1943

Bu34652, Bu34651
BecameA59-54, A5955

Between Bu34642 and Bu34650

Became NZ4519 to NZ4527

All aircraft delivered in neweM-n
shade nora LIS O catndufiaie.

USNSchemesThe two RAAF PVdelivered in JUL 19485952 andA59-53 (Bu33144 and Bu3846) wereapparenty
not in the earlier schemehut more likely werenew-coloured aircraft asBu33430/33442 for NZ wereoncurrently
being deliverecand are confirmed by imageryn this 4colour camouflageThe next USN RY contract (Bu34586 to
Bu34997) provided LL deliveriesAG 19430 NZ from NZ4519 (Bu34642) and to the RAARS854 (Bu34652) and
A5955 (Bu34651), all of course in the new scheme, as were all our subsequdnti&iveries.
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[Colourised image by Rarity, via adfrials]

3SQNRNZAF PV1s in ARB45 NZ4633NZ4617,NZ4625,NZ4629 and NZ4632

These aircraft were all received in mid 19&0ZAFoundels were in six positions and were in tBrie/White/BlueRNZAF style
with a narrowYellowsurround on the fuselage onl\ote that the rubber decing boots have been removetivhen in the
operational areafrom a local RNZAF order of 9 DEC 18#8raft receivedJSstyle White barsto the roundels Although NZ4633
is still in the delivery USeblour camouflage, RNZAF repaints werblihBlue Sea Greyth NZ Sky Greyndersurfaces®



As mentioned, the closeness of the Lockhee$ 3 |

G2 GKS

cartoon characters appearing on Ventura fuselages, occasionally as nose art but in particular on the rear fuselagel#N
cockade, or the RNZAF roundel. Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck were both popular. For the RAAF in Australia, kno

5AaySe

dddzRA2a Ay . dz

[internet imagéd

I NJi ¢ 2 Nlhe Reluciant Drag@h 2 y85 hnol | dR A5964.

[Colourised from Classic Warbirds No
1943, possibly Whenuay Reads
oM. Mouse LoansThe Axis is livin
in borrowed time ang S Q NB
F2NBOft2aS¢d ¢ KLY
Venturas (NZ4501/NZ4509) in m
1943 wore tlis original USNblue-
gray camouflage schem®&’ as
shown here.

[Colourised from Warbirds No.¢
A rewly delivered PM to
Whenuapai 1943.0ur NZ
listings in adf-serials show
the first nine NZ PXI's were
delivered in JUN 1943, an
this aircraft apparently too ig
in the blue-gray camouflage
and would be in this batch.

[Colourised from Warbirds No.8]
Nz4516at Whenuaai, delivered JUL
1943, msn 544Mote the repainting
of a smallerroundd. Evident too is
the later fuselage <4oloured USN
camouflage¢ NZ PVis that were
deliveredfrom JUL 1943in batches
of nine) were received in this later 4
colour scheme.

[internet image]

[Colourised from Classic Warbirds No
NZ451 n Yreo §¥43/Bu34853
delivered in OCT 1943, 2SQN witl
running Donald. Crashed lande
New Georgia, MAR 1944,

[Colourised from Warbirds No.gArtwork by Classic Warbirds No.8, p.4
NZ4252SQN RNZAF Ohakea, SEP,1848 5538 Bu34648-colour
I yQi

USN schem¢ @2 Ké

L[blaBk8dj3 NI Y2t yAZ

Bu33440.

Nz45B at | G dzl
being bombedup at Henderson Field
Guadalcanalin DEC 1943by armourers
of 10 Servicing Unit (10 SOhe nose art
GNF yatl (Sa
Classic Warbird&No.8 p.38; msn 5449

oft ISQONVRNZA

Fa af{d

NZ45124 { £ A LILISISBN RNZAF£
Henderson Field, Guadalcanal, OCT 1¢
msn 5443 Bu33434 (oftemisidentified
as Nz451) has been reidentified in 201¢
as NZ4512%Classic Warbird§o0.8p.37,
notes the hand paintedintermediate
Blueon the plexiglass nose cone, but
its cover has a very brightoo-bluish
colourised rendition, here is closer to th
shade of UShtermediate Blue
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P\V+1 VENTURAS TO CANADA
>l -h I“ﬁ-

[Both images fromalour video, Canadian archives]
RCAF PX in the early PV1 two-gray colours, in 1943

Interesting too, are the RAF style roundels: Type Al Wéhowsurrounds are on the fuselage, Type B on the upper
gAYIaA D 'Y AYRAGARdIZ £ aljdza RNRY O2 R SGréy&tiofitt XadnddL)Maiya A 0 f
Australian aircrew from EATS were trained on Canadian Venturas of 34@€hrield Rdge, New Brunswick.

[Colourised fromrcafno128sqn.files]
RCAF P\ Mickey Mouse ind C | Y (i, With A49%QN RCAF

OverAUGNOV1943 149 (Sea WolfSQN RCAF operated frohmnette Island. The above photo on Annette
Islandin A D ™ dn oRaadgMcEAV ¥ NI vy RiskéyMdugsdranEhe 1940movie Fantasia whereDisney
combined classical music with animatidtere,Mickey is about to@nduct a symphony, possibdy the film@ opening
BacharrangementMany ofm n ¢ { Wén@riscarried McCra® & 5 doseyt igelage art®
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RAF AIR DIAGRAM CAMOUFLAGE SCHEMES

Aircraft Design Memorandum No.332 (Issue 3) of 15 NOV ¥94isted the RAFAIr Diagram(A.D.) mmbers for camouflagg
schemes for the different types of aircraft. The design of camouflage or other external colours sgamie be in accordanc
with the appropriate AD. The first three camouflage drawings were paeedin JUN 19361 Shown below ar@AAF example
that were subsequentlyadded from RAAFHQ messages SAS.9984 (DTS 368/41) in DEC -O#nfoa, Wirraway, Battle
then additionally SAS.7396 (DTS 280/42) in JUN 1942 (Haddd17) 12 This final listvas consolidated for all types liye

AGI C.11l¢sue 4 in JUL1942113 However, there was still a shortage of the drawings in Australia, and the AGI directe
some aircraft should use the closest drawing availaRikAFcamouflage was added to Demoftem SEPL939 and the first
NEFSNBYOS G2 Iy a!F5dal &dyiwsS! £CSIR2QiAE30md AR seivemas mverd symilas.

Air Diagram No. Types of Aircraft RAAF Examples
A.D.1157 QUN 1936. Tw'mngined monoplaneg bombers, gengral reconnaissangd Douglas D@, DG3
GNFyalLR2NIa oally 17pQ YR 2@SND
A.D.1158 JUN 1936. Cancelled, and included in A.D.1160
A.D.1159 JUN 1936. Twiengined monoplaneg bombers, general reconnaissang  Anson, Hudson,
transports, armyce LJ F ANONF Fd0 o0aLJl y f Saa (Beaufort!'®Beaufighter

RAF Hudson Mk.IIl in US before delivery c1941 in A.D.M& { O K §dd Bessis collection]
The A.D.1159 was the scheme used for the Ventura, but by the time first deliveries were madftoli | Ay Ay ™
KIR 0SSy RA&AO2ylGAYydzSR FYR (KS LIMIiSQAKSES®YRI NRAASR 2

A.D.1160 MAR 1937. Singlengined monoplaneg army ceop aircraft, fighters Wirraway, Battle,
Hurricane!®

A.D.1161 ¢ 1938. Fouengined nonoplanes; bombers, GR, transports B-17 Fortress

A.D.1162 ¢ 1938. Singlengined biplaneg army ceop aircraft, fighters Demon

A.D.1163 FEB 1939. Fowangined monoplaneg general reconnaissance (flying boal

A.D.1164 FEB 1939Twin-engined monoplaneg general reconnaissance (flying boa Catalina

A.D.1165 FEB 1939. Twiengined biplaneg general reconnaissance (flying boats) |SeagulV [prior to A.D.117}

A.D.1166 FEB 1939. Twiengined biplanes (sesquiplanelzR(flying boat)

A.D.1167 Singleengined monoplaneg communications aeroplanes, trainers Wackett

A.D.1168 Twinengined monoplaneg communications aeroplanes, trainers Oxford

A.D.1169 FEB 193%ingleengined biplaneg communicationsaeroplanes, trainers Tiger Moth

A.D.1170 Singleengined monoplaneg target towing

A.D.1171 FEB 1939. Singngined biplaneg target, pilotless aeroplanes

A.D.1172 Singleengined biplaneg Fleet Air Arm

A.D.1173 Singleengined monoplaneg FleetAir Arm

A.D.1174 MAR 1939Singleengined biplaneg general reconnaissance, FAA SeagulV

A.D.1175 Twinengined biplaneg communications aeroplanes, trainers

A.D.1176 Cancelled, and included in A.D.1159

A.D.1291 Fourengined biplaneg communications aeroplaneseplaced A.D.1177 D.H.86

aMirroré I YR a{ KI R2 g.Wheerthd\if Ridgiark ghasdtwo variations of the scheme, beirignirror€ images
of one another, the variationtiad been allocated to aircraft as directed in the y dz¥ I OlG dzZNB NE Q Oty
instruction was discontinued iBAN 194® Ly | RRA ( A 2 gompelsatingisthgn®ad gKIGR  A@KG SN
for the areas in shadow from the winghisinstruction wasdiscontinued by the RAF DEC 1940
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EVOLUTION OF RAXENTURAVARKINGS

In pastarticles in this series, individual aircraft camouflage and marking detagsathRAARype from entry
into service (often resuihg from the origin of the aircraft), through RAAF operations, to final chaagtd® end of
the War. Below is a chronology of RAAF policy generigadlyd for theVenturaspecificallyg from the RAF battle
over EuropeW!l LJF Yy Q& Sy i NE A 4l 2and th&cbangirng NSNecglours over 3@&Imitially Ventura
production had been for RAF contracts, and folloedkheed Burbank production of the Hudszamouflaged in

the Temperate Land Scheme (TAS).1159 patterfA RSy G A ¥ A SR
where green/browndemarcationsloped forward on the port fuselage, aft on the starbgakd! Q
OK2aSy

FFGSN) GKS

Year

Change

Policy and References

JAN 1941The RAAF haaldopted RAF camouflage scheme

1941 and largely too the colourand policy. RAF camouflage
colours had been introduced into factory production lines
193618 TheNB lj dZA NBYSy a8 F2 Ny &Y N
alternate aircraft was cancelled by the RABAN 1941
1942 JUN 1942Deletion of Yellowfrom RAAF roundelsThe RAF RAAFHQ DTS 280/42 of 18 JUN 194€d on

had introduced thisrellowouter ring in MAY 1940, the RA/
in OCT 1940.

JUL 1942. The RAAF Technical Order, Aircraft Gene
Instruction (AGI) No.Cliwas changed byssue 4of 31 JUL
1942, for operationalaircraft to retain RedMhite/Blue
National Markingsanddrop theYellowouter ringg but there
were unintended consequences.
o Upper surfaceg Reddeleted Whitediameter to be
2/5 of Blue ¢ the first directive of the WPacifi€
Roundel. (Reddeleted becauseof the 26 JUN 1942
USN fighter attackn a RAAF Catalina
0 Fuselage sideg Dull Red, Whiteand Dull Blue
roundels in thel:3:5 proportions.
0 Undersurfaces¢ Dull Red, Whiteand Dull Blue
roundels for fightersbut not bombers or seaplanes
o Fin markingsg all aircraft marked withDull Red,
White and Dull Bluestripes of the same width, witt
red leading.Note Redwould soon be deleted.

TLSCamouflage Colours

Dark Greer83B/2021'° Introducedto the RARn 1936,Dark
Greenfor uppercamouflage pattern. EquivaleltS ANA Spe
613, DuPont 7-D03 (later to BS381c No.24Dark Green
FS595t84079 or 34087 tendingoward US OD4?2

Dark Earth 33B/199 Introduced 1936 Dark Earth upper
camouflage pattern. EquivalebtS ANA Spec 617, DuPort
009 (later to BS381c Nd50DarkEarth,FS595t30118)

Sky33B/337. Introducedto the RARrom NOV 1939 as th¢
undersurface shade for camouflaged aircr&ftEquivalent to
US ANA Spec 61DuPont 71021 (later to BS381c N@10
Sky,FS595184424) 121 Skynot used by RAAF, prefing the
richer toneSky Blud3/195.

SEP 194Deletion of Redfrom RAARoundels.

On 19 SEP 194edwas dropped completely from Nationj
Markingscii KS  w! | @GluddndwWidtarduhddl @ith the
White diameter 3/5 (3:5) of theBlue Roundels in si;
positions, withBlue/White fin stripesg specified colous Matt
White K3/170 andMatt Dull BlueK3/197.Yellowsurround of
the W (i 8AldBiselage roundehad beenoverpainted in AUG
1942 with camouflage paint.

1/501/329(63A); 1TG signal T.670 19 JUN 1¢
Signal School Point CoAlks0, 29 JUN 1942,

RAAFHQ Technical Order AGI NaXC{ssue 4)
of 31JUL1942. RAFADM.332 (Issue 3) becan
the Appendix | to this new AGlisting the
different camouflage schemes

Colours were specified &gatt Dull Redk3/214
or K3/199,Matt Dull BlueK3/196 or KBL97.

AMO 39/A.154 amendment of 21 NOV 193
introducedSkyType S

RAAFHQmMessage T520, fil@947/19 (30A), of
19 SEP 1942.
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MAY 1943.The firstRAAFRB-34 Venturas arrived irRAF
Temperate Land Scheme (TL®YOGreerDark Earth.

RAFTemperate Land Schenteamouflage

1943

MAP Dark Earth MAPDark Green MAP SkyType S RAAF K3/19%ky Blue

When aircraft underwent repair or refurbishment at RAAF Aircraft Depots (AD) or Repair and Salvage UnRARSRI)stry|
of Aircraft ProductionNIAP) Dark Earthwould be replaced by RAAFarth Brown(K3/178) and MAPDark Greerby Foliage
Green(K3/177. MAPSkyundersurfaces hatypicallybeen overpainted by RA/AKy Blu€kK3/195) on arrivaWith prior USAAR
service, some RB4s may have had théG overpainted by the acceptable replacemettS Dark Olive Dralwhich was
considered close enough to RBErk Greenso was substituted from MAR 1942, when available stockéAd®Dark Green
were exhausted?? The US Joint Aircraft Committee (JAC) was established in SEP 1940 to coordinate the production

the Army and Navy, and Baih ¢ andstandardisng camouflage colourandschemedrom MAR 1942. For instance, any sh
based aircraft or flying boats would be painted the USN colBilus Grayn upper surfaces anidght Grayon undersurfaces
Landbased aircraft would be USA&Hive Dralon top, andNeutral Grayunderneath. Wherearlyaircraft were destined for
the RAFTLSw~ould be usedvith American paint equivalents tbark EarthDark Greerand Sky RAF colours were identifie
by the name, bubaveinventory stock numberghe 33B/ vocabularyhich varied with the amount that wasrdered.

JUN 1943The firstRAAF PAL Venturas arrived in USBlue
GrayoverLight Graycamouflageandin US markings

JUL 1943RAARoundelshad often been converted from RA
roundels in 3:5 and 2:5 ratios; some in 1948re 1:2 ratio,
from convertingRARype-C1 roundelslnitially for Venturas,
n y &5 roundels were applied on arrival by 2AD.

OO0

Ratio of theWhite to the Blue¢ 3:5 and 2:5

JUL 19438y nowP\+1 Ventura deliverierom Burbankwere
in the new USM-colour schemgeand thosedelivered to the
RAAFRrom this month(A5952 on) werein thisnewscheme

USNStandard8/20/1941.123

RAAFHQ AMEM DTS 1/501/329 SAS 1355
JUL 1943adapted from RAFAMO A.664/42, of
2 JUL 1942. Further, in NOV 1943 SEAC spe
the size of its new roundebésed on that of the
RAAF and fin flaskes ¢ (RAF)AIir Force Order
(India) No.3574%

USNDirective SR2C dated 5 JAN 1943°

USNBIlue/GrayCamouflage to MAY 1943

USN4-a K I R S-sLdSCdyffoin NIAY 1943

35042

Sea B

35164

Intermediate Blue

lue

USNBIlue Gray M4385

USNLight Gray602 M-495 us

NSea Blue USNIntermediate Blue

1944

JAN 1944.From early1944, arival of PVls ferried from
Hawait adGAftt Ay ! { YINJAy3a
flashes incorrectly applied({ueleading). Later in Australia,

AaYFTESNI nné w!! C oYp NERdzy
G2 LINBPBOARS | dzyAljdzS YI NJ A\
MAY 1944 RS@AaAz2y 2F ! DL al/ |

LRSy (A ¥TAO ioverajfFoliage Sieefoy GRIBE
NOV 1944.P\*1 Ventura A59102 was converted to
transport in NOV 1944 (ADAT registration-R8W) and

stripped to natural metal tdbecome the VIP transport with
4CU for AOC RAAF Command (AVM Bostmtik)L946.

RAAFHQ T.0O. AGI Pt 3(t)struction 1, file
150/4/5056 (1A), of 26 MAY 1944Also issued

4 as DTS Special Instr Gen/8#i1 MAY1944.
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A5950 PV1 IN USNBLUE GRAY /LIGHT GRAYUN1943

A5950¢ Bu33321, msn330¢ was received at 1AD Laverton in JUN 19431 8Nere delivered flying from Hawaii
in USN markings with the first twaircraft in the earlyBlue Gray/Light Gra@ | Y2 dzFf | 3S | y R
bSdzi N} t AGe 0201 I &6 ivads harke&dd thefin i ndrnhalldckhéedl/ega fashioreitow and
the RAAA593-50 serial(apparently added here at Laverton in a hdodreadWhite). The next aircraftA59-51 was
markeda little more legiblyin Grey These USN cockades wéaeger thani K S £ I (G SNJ n randoR Al
markings, so probablwere45¢ Ay R%andyrenin&lli}Nthe RAAF 3:5 roundel was directly overpainted or
rear fuselage, but latamages of A5%0after a repainshow amuchsmaller roundel, marked high on tifeselage.

[Colourised from GRB Collection
A5950 on delivery to 1AD in JUN 1943 still in USN markings\aitid the double Neutrality cockades

1APU aircraft in the background incki@eaufighter A8L, Lancaster ED930 (later A%, and a BoomerangA5950 was
delivered to1lAD Lavertorin USN marking&nd the starboardimage belowwastaken at the same timasits RAAF inductian

[Colourised from GRB Colleclion
A5950in White, at 1ADLaverton received inUSN narkings with thed30¢/ 5330 msnon the fin
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