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RAAF  WWII  IN  COLOUR 

 

A series of RAAF aircraft in WWII ς in 
Australia, New Guinea and the islands. Later, 
Europe and the Middle East will be included. 

No.13 ς RAAF Venturas 

by John Bennett 2021 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘōǊŜŀƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎƻƴŘ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀŎƛŦƛŎΣ ǘƘŜ w!!CΩǎ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻŎƪƘŜŜŘ 
Hudson with various models equipping seven squadrons, and the Consolidated Catalina with two squadrons in the 
long-range overwater role. Domestic production would focus on the Bristol Beaufort, which would replace the Hudson 
in bomber units from 1943. Also in 1943, Lend-Lease deliveries were made to Australia to equip RAAF squadrons with 
the B-34 and PV-1 Ventura variants, but ultimately it would only be 13SQN to fly the Ventura here on operations. 

The Lockheed Model 37 / V-146 Ventura was designed for the RAF by the Lockheed Aircraft Corporation ς 
developed from the Model 18 Lodestar commercial airliner ς with production assigned by Lockheed to its Vega 
Airplane Company subsidiary. The Ventura was required by the RAF to replace the Hudson (itself a development of 
the Lockheed Model 14) and initially used as a bomber over continental Europe until progressively transferred to patrol 
duties. Venturas were manufactured by LockheedΩǎ Vega factory at Burbank, California (only 2km from the parent 
Lockheed plant), which finally in 1943 became Lockheed Plant A-1.1 With Japan entering the War, RAF production 
Ventura Mk.IIs were taken over by the USAAF on the line ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άaƻŘŜƭ отέΣ then followed by Lend-Lease production 
Ventura Mk.IIAs in 1942, which became the B-34 Lexington. 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                          [from AHSA site] 

The restored PV-м ±ŜƴǘǳǊŀ Ψ!рф-67 SF-CΩΣ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ w!!C aǳǎŜǳƳ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ 

In Australia, the w!!CΩǎ first deliveries were the B-34 Ventura Mk.IIAs. These had been diverted from RAF 
contracts to USAAF training roles, where as the Lexington it was re-designated as the RB-34A (ǘƘŜ ΨwΩ ǇǊŜŦƛȄ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ŀ ΨwŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘΩ, non-combat role 2). These first twenty for the RAAF, serialled A59-1 to A59-20, were delivered from 
MAY 1943 and were in such poor condition, having seen prior extensive USAAF service as crew trainers, that they were 
generally being withdrawn from service by MAY 1944. 

The most successful variant of the Ventura was the US Navy PV-1. 55 new-build PV-1s were delivered over 
1943/1944, serialled A59-50 to A59-104. In RAAF service, all were known as Venturas ς in the RAF, early models were 
the Ventura Mk.I or Mk.II, with the introduction of Lend-Lease became the B-34A Mk.IIA, and the RAF referred to the 
ultimate PV-1 variant as the Mk.V, later GR.V.3  This article will concentrate on RAAF Ventura use with 13SQN in North-
Western Area (NWA) operating mainly from Gove NT. However, two RAAF Article XV units, 464SQN in UK with the 
Mk.I/II, and 459SQN with the Mk.V in the Mediterranean, also operated the Ventura in the bomber and patrol roles. 
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RAAF  LEND-LEASE  VENTURA  DELIVERIES 

 Although the first RAAF operation of Venturas was by 464SQN in Europe from RAF orders, all those delivered to 
459SQN in the Middle East and the RAAF in Australia were Lend-Lease deliveries. To Australia, these commenced in 
MAY 1943, comprising twenty RB-34A Ventura Mk.IIA, allocated in APR/MAY 1943 by MAC Air Case 126.4 These were 
delivered concurrently with the first batch of 19 diverted USN PV-1 Ventura Mk.V under Lend-Lease Case 200 1943 
Allocation, which were followed by a further 36 PV-1s in the 1944 Allocation, making a total of 55 PV-1s for the RAAF. 

The first 675 Venturas were British Purchasing Commission (BPC) orders for the RAF, comprising 300 Mk.I and 
Mk.II, msn 137-4001 to 137-4300, serialled AE658-AE957 ς 188 as Mk.Is AE658-AE845, and the final 112 as Mk.IIs 
AE846-AE957. Of these, 16 were lost enroute before delivery, 42 were held in Canada, and 82 diverted to SAAF.5 The 
next 375 were follow-on Ventura Mk.II msn 137-4301 to 137-4675 serialled AJ163-AJ537. Of these, AJ235-AJ442 were 
diverted to the USAAF, and AJ511-AJ537 to the USN; only 41 reached RAF units. 6  

 
                                                                                                                                                                             [Colourised image from Pearcy, p.86] 

The first RAF Ventura AE658, a BPC-contracted Mk I, maiden flight on 31 JUL 1941 

 By the time the Lend-Lease Act came into being on 11 MAR 1941, the BPC had already placed these substantial 
orders for much-needed US aircraft, to now be supplemented by Lend-Lease orders. Lend-Lease deliveries required 
USAAF designations and serial numbers as an indication they had been purchased with US funds.7 Initially this involved 
a further 200 Ventura Mk.IIs msn 137-4676 to 137-4875, which were designated as the B-34 Ventura IIA and serialled 
FD568-FD767, with USAAF serials 41-38020 to 41-38219. Of these, 20 were diverted to the RAAF and 23 to the RNZAF, 
but most were absorbed into USAAF training roles. Next was the long production run of 1600 PV-1 Venturas for the 
USN and Lend-Lease customers. While most of these remained with the USN, 387 were allocated to the RAF, but not 
all were received with diversions to the USN, RCAF and SAAF. The RAAF Lend-Lease deliveries are tabled below. 

Lend-Lease Requisition Variant Delivery 8 No. and US Serials RAAF Details 

41018 
Contract DA-152 9 

Case 126/Indent 927A 

RB-34A MAY 1943 ς
AUG 1943 

1942 LL Allocation 
20 aircraft from batch  
41-38051 to 41-38172 

RAAF A59-1 to A59-20, msn 137-4707 
to 137-4828; many hours flown in US,10 
fitted with ASV Mk.II (Aus). 

N-517 
Contract No A(S)198 

Case 200/Indent 2094AA 

PV-1 JUN 1943 ς 
FEB 1944 

1943 LL Allocation 
2311, but reduced to 19 in 
JAN 1944, Bu33316/48855 

RAAF A59-50 to A59-68, msn between 
237-5325 and 237-6091, fitted with 
ASD radar.  

N-518 
Contract No A(S)284 

FEB 1944 ς 
JUL 1944 

1944 LL Allocation 
3612, USN Bu48899/49556 

RAAF A59-69 to A59-104, msn 
between 237-6135 and 237-6372. 

 

 

Data plate 137-4506 for Ventura Mk.II AJ368 cJUL1942     [Air Classics, MAR 2017] 

There is often discussion of whether to use ŀƴ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΩǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ΨŎκƴΩ ƻǊ ΨƳǎƴΩΦ 
Both mean the same thing ς Ŏκƴ ƛǎ ΨŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊΩΣ Ƴǎƴ ƛǎ ΨƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ 
ƴǳƳōŜǊΩ ς ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΩǎ Řŀǘŀ ǇƭŀǘŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ 
through the lifetime of the aircraft, even though an aircraft may change 
owners/operators, and change its external identity serial number (s/n) or registration. It 
ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳŜǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ΨŎκƴΩ Ƙŀǎ 
ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŀŜǊƻǇƭŀƴŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ΨƳǎƴΩ ŦƻǊ airplanes from the US. In past 
articles in this series for Avro, Hawker and DH products, I have provided the term c/n. As 
the Ventura was a Lockheed product, the term msn is used. This is covered in good detail 
ƻƴ wƻƴ /ǳǎƪŜƭƭȅΩǎ ǎƛǘŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŘƛǎǎŜǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ¢Ǌevor Boughton: The Lockheed File, 
C/N v MSN - The Lockheed File (adastron.com) 

http://www.lockheed.adastron.com/oddities/cn-msn/cn-msn.htm
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Delivery of Case 126 Indent 2094A  ς  1942 LL Allocation of RAAF B-34s 

 This allocation of the first RAAF Venturas were for 20 Lend-Lease B-34As, with USAAF serials between 41-38051 
and 41-38172. This list was attached to Washington Embassy letter to RAAFHQ of 21 MAR 1944, for Case 126 was now 
Indent No.2094A, having originally been Indent 927A.  This advised the B-34 deliveries listed in sailing order, and the 
assigned RAAF serials A59-1 to A59-20 were allocated on arrival in Australia.13 So what this list shows is the delivery 
order, and RAAF serials have been inserted beside the relevant USAAF serial. 

RAAF 
No. 

 

A59-2 

A59-4 

A59-5 

A59-6 

A59-7 

A59-8 

A59-9 

A59-3 

A59-11 

A59-1 

A59-15 

A59-16 

A59-17 

A59-10 

A59-12 

A59-13 

A59-14 

A59-19 

A59-20 

A59-18 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                            [NAA A1695 7/205/EQ Pt.2 (171A p.3) 

 
                                                                                                             [Colourised from adf serials] 

RB-34s storage at 2AD Richmond ς the rear aircraft is A59-20 (ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ΨмтнΩ/ 41-38172) still with USAAF fuselage star 
Ten RB-34s were stored for disposal at Richmond.14 The engine cowl art on the closer RB-34 shows a lady riding a bomb, colours are estimated. 
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Delivery of Case 200 Indent 2094A  ς  1943 LL Allocation of RAAF PV-1s 

 This allocation of the first RAAF Lend-Lease PV-1s had been for 23 aircraft in APR 1943, but in JAN 1944 was 
reduced to 19 aircraft,15 with USN serials between Bu33316 and Bu48855. The RAAF Washington signal WL 66A dated 
8 FEB 1944 advised these deliveries listed in order of USN Bu serials, which did not necessarily sequentially tie in with 
the RAAF serials A59-50 to A59-68, which were allocated on arrival in Australia at 2AD Richmond. 

 
 
 
 
 

RAAF No. 
 
 

 

A59-50 

 
 

A59-51 

A59-52 

A59-53 

A59-55 

A59-54 

A59-56 

A59-57 

A59-58 

A59-60 

A59-59 

 
A59-61 

A59-62 

A59-63 

A59-65 

A59-64 

A59-66 

A59-67 

A59-68 

                                                                                                                                                                                 [NAA A1695 7/205/EQ Pt.2 (174C), via GRB] 

There is mention in these files of Venturas ex-Burbank factory inducted into the Alameda Modification Centre prior to departing 
for packing depot in San Francisco. These dates show shipping ex-SF to Honolulu. RAAF then flew the Venturas to Richmond.16 
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VENTURA  DEVELOPMENT 
 

 A British contract for the Lockheed Model 37 ς a military version of the Lodestar ς was placed in MAY 1940, its 
design incorporating all the experience gained with the earlier Hudson. AE658 was the first of a contract for 675, and 
first flew on 31 JUL 1941.17 This order came from the British Purchasing Commission (BPC), and Lend-Lease orders 
followed. The RAF had generally been satisfied with the Hudson, and as aircraft with greater capability were required 
urgently, the Lockheed development was seen as a quick ideal solution. 

 Deliveries for the RAF commenced over the first half of 1942 to equip light bomber squadrons ς and because of 
ǘƘŜ ¦{Ωǎ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ ŘƛǊŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ some were diverted via Reverse Lend-Lease to the USAAF as the B-34 Lexington, and 
to the USN as the PV-3 Ventura. (When supplied under Lend-Lease, the RAF Ventura Mk.II became the Mk.IIA, and had 
the US designator B-34 and USAAF serials; similarly the RAF Ventura GR.V had the US designator PV-1 and USN Bu 
serials.) British military aircraft of the period were given a name (often an American place name for US aircraft), to 
which a mark number was added in Roman numerals. From 1943, a role prefix was added to the mark number, such 
ŀǎ ΨDwΩ ŦƻǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ weconnaissance for the Model 237 PV-1 Ventura, which became known as the GR.V.18  

 
                                                                                                                                                                             [Colour image from du Plessis Collection] 

Lockheed production of Hudson Mk.Vs for the RAF APR 1941, at Floyd Bennett Field NY 
AM665 was from the RAF BPC order for 390 Hudson Mk.Vs (AM520 to AM909).19 The second half of the order was subsumed by 
Lend-Lease, and designated A-29.20 Six were transferred to the RNZAF as NZ2001/NZ2006 and arrived at Hobsonville in MAY 1941. 
All are camouflaged in ǘƘŜ w!CΩǎ Temperate Land Scheme !Φ5Φммрф ΨAΩ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ of Dark Green (DG) and Dark Earth (DE), as from 
JAN 1941 ǘƘŜ άƳƛǊǊƻǊƛƴƎέ ƻŦ A.D. patterns had been discontinued. 

Before Lend-Lease, all of the US aircraft in RAF service had been paid for by Britain, with manufacturers following 
the contracted painting instructions of the customer, as close as possible to colours being applied to UK built aircraft. 
Lockheed had most probably sourced its paint and dope finishes from DuPont, as had Curtiss for P-40 production, but 
details relating to the Hudson remain elusive.21  US paint manufacturers ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŀǘŎƘ άŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘέ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ very closely 
to those prescribed by the Air Ministry MAP colour, and DB-7/A-20 historian Mark Harbour, records the two paint 
suppliers for the Boston ς Fuller for Douglas production and DuPont for Boeing ς had only slight colour 
differences,  more noticeable when new, but almost indistinguishable as they faded.22 The actual MAP colour samples 
were not available for reference at that time by US manufacturers, and probably Curtiss was not consistent in 
specification and batch control, so generally they were not exact matches.23 When Lend-Lease was introduced, the US 
military paid for the aircraft ς production for Commonwealth countries was from Requisition numbers and Contracts, 
aircraft received US military designations and serial numbers, and the US painting needs took precedence. 
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TOTAL  VENTURA  PRODUCTION 

Below is a list of total Ventura production at Burbank over 1941-1944 compiled from several referenced sources. 

msn Serials Number Production Dates [1] Details [2] 

Model 37 VENTURA Mk.I 

37-4001 / 4188 AE658/AE845 188 AUG 1941/FEB 1942 15 to 464SQN RAAF UK. 

15 aircraft lost prior to delivery. 

Model 137 VENTURA Mk.II 

137-4189 / 4300 AE846/AE957 112 FEB 1942/JUN 1942 15 to 464SQN RAAF UK. 

137-4301 / 4675 AJ163/AJ537 375 MAY 1942/SEP 1942 15 to 464SQN RAAF. Last 27 to USN PV-3. 

10 aircraft lost prior to delivery. 
USAAF impressment. USAAF took 264 ŀǎ άaƻŘŜƭ отέ, for training roles in aircrew navigation and gunnery instruction, some 
as target tugs. All had the British Boulton-Paul dorsal turrets removed; some were fitted with the US Martin turret, and 
AJ288 (msn 4426) was the first with the Martin250CE turret, delivered mid-1942. 27 to the USN as PV-3 Bu33925/Bu33951. 

Model 137 B-34 LEXINGTON (VENTURA Mk.IIA) 

137-4676 / 4875 41-38020/ 
41-38219 

200 SEP 1942/NOV 1942 20 RB-34A to RAAF as A59-1/A59-20. 

Most B-34s were impressed as USAAF trainer sub-variants B-34A-1-VE, B-34A-2-VE, B-34A-3-VE, B-34A-4-VE and B-34B-1-
VE. The designator RB-34 was used from OCT 1942, ǘƘŜ ΨwΩ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ άwŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘέ ŦƻǊ ŀΦ ƴƻƴ-combat role. Future LL 
deliveries were for the USN production variant the PV-1. 

Model 137 O-56 / B-37 LEXINGTON (VENTURA Mk.III) 

137-1001 / 1018 41-37470/ 
41-37487 

18 JAN 1943/APR 1943 550 ordered as 41-37470 to 41-38019, but 
final 532 cancelled. 

B-37 originally designated O-56 (άhέ ŦƻǊ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴύ, which was cancelled before delivery; also designated Model 137-96-
03. As all retained by USAAF, RAF serials EW323/EW340 were not taken up. 

Model 237 PV-1 VENTURA Mk.V 

 
                                                                                                                                  [Colourised from ww2bombers] 

Bu29767 just off the Burbank production line in early 1943, with msn 4920 visible 

237-4876 / 5075 Bu29723/Bu29922 200 DEC 1942/MAR 1943 First flight 3 NOV 1942. All to USN, none to 
RAF or RAAF. 

237-5076 / 5475 Bu33067/Bu33466 
 

400 MAR 1943/JUL 1943 Some the RAF/RCAF with FN serials, and 
FP537/FP548. RAAF deliveries A59-50 to A59-
53 JUN/JUL 1943. USN blue/grey cam 
changed approx MAY 1943 at Bu33400. 

237-5476 / 5887 Bu34586/Bu34997 
 

412 JUL 1943/NOV 1943 Some RAF FP549/FP684; JS889/JS897. RAAF 
deliveries A59-54 to A59-63 AUG/DEC 1943. 

237-5888 / 6175 Bu48652/Bu48939 
 

288 NOV 1943/FEB 1944 Some RAF JS898/JT838. RAAF deliveries A59-
64 to A59-73 JAN/FEB 1944. 

237-6176 / 6475 Bu49360/Bu49659 
 

300 FEB 1944/MAY 1944 Some RAF JT839/JT898. RAAF deliveries A59-
74 to A59-104 MAR/JUL 1944. 

Total PV-1 Production   1600 1600 made over 18 months equates to approx. average 90/month. 

Most production data comes from the excellent Ventura site ww2bombersΤ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƻ WƻŜ .ŀǳƎƘŜǊΩǎ US military 
serials ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜǎΣ wƻōŜǊǘǎƻƴΩǎ British Military Aircraft SerialsΣ !ƴŘǊŀŘŜΩǎ US Military Aircraft Designations and Serials, and 
tŜŀǊŎȅΩǎ Lend-Lease Aircraft. 
[1]  Production dates are interpolated in some cases from known data points. 
[2]  Article XV Squadrons:  RAAF 464SQN UK and 459SQN ME data taken from the adf-serials database. 
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 VENTURA  Mk.I 

 
                                                                                                                 [Image Lib of Congress LC-USE6-D-006034] 

Lockheed Burbank production of Ventura Mk.Is for the RAF JUN 1941 
This JUN 1941 image was after the introduction of the Lend-Lease Act of 11 MAR 1941, and before the maiden flight in JUL 1941.  

 The Model 37 Ventura Mk.I had two 1850hp Pratt & Whitney Double Wasp R-2800-S1A4-G radials. This 
production was for the first mid-1940 British Purchasing Commission (BPC) which order totalled 300 Venturas, which 
included 188 Mk.Is (AE658 to AE845, msns 37-4001 to 37-4188). All Mk.Is went to Commonwealth air forces ς 80 were 
received by the RAF, 71 to South Africa and 21 to Canada. Others were lost before delivery.24 First flight of AE658 was 
on 31 JUL 1941,25 and first deliveries to Britain were in APR 1942, as the Ventura Mk.I equipped н DǊƻǳǇΩǎ bombing 
wing at Feltwell, Norfolk, comprising 464SQN RAAF, 487SQN RNZAF and 21SQN RAF ς 15 serving on 464SQN.26 

 
                                                                                                                                  [A Lockheed colourised image, ww2bombers] 

The first RAF Ventura Mk.I AE658 maiden flight 31 JUL 1941, fitted with the British Boulton-Paul turret 
By JUL 1941, camouflage was the now standard !Φ5Φммрф Ψ!Ω ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ς άƳƛǊǊƻǊƛƴƎέ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛǎŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƛƴ W!b мфпмΦ [ƻŎƪƘŜŜŘΩǎ 
colourisation of this maiden event incorrectly camouflaged the DG too bluish, DE with a yellowish-tint towards a tan, with all-over 
DG on the horizontal tailplane. The B-roundel on the upper wing has no Red, and Red on the A1 roundel is too large and bright. 

 Vega Airplane Company. By 1940, Lockheed was building the Hudson and the P-38 Lightning in its Burbank 
Plant B-1 and did not have the capacity to build the Ventura there, so decided to build the ΨModel 37Ω in the Vega 
!ƛǊǇƭŀƴŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ tƭŀƴǘ !-1 at the Union Air Terminal in Burbank. The Vega Airplane Company, formed in AUG 1937 
as the AiRover Company, was renamed the Vega Airplane Company in 1938, as a wholly owned subsidiary of Lockheed, 
having been established to build light, general aviation aircraft. Vega was merged with Lockheed on 31 DEC 1941 and 
finally absorbed in NOV 1943.27      
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VENTURA  Mk.II 

The Model 137 Ventura Mk.II had 2000hp Pratt & Whitney Double Wasp R-2800-31 radials, with 112 built from 
the original 300 order (AE846 to AE957, msn 137-4189 to 137-4300). A further BPC order for 375 Mk.IIs (AJ163 to 
AJ537, msn 137-4301/137-4675) increased Mk.II production to 487 aircraft. In addition to the more powerful engines, 
the Mk.II had a larger bombbay. Most were repossessed by the USA ς 264 to the USAAF as the ΨModel 37Ω (AJ235-
AJ442, see AJ288 and AJ354 below). However, many Mk.IIs went to Canada and South Africa and ten crashed before 
delivery ς but enough Mk.IIs did reach Britain to re-equip н DǊƻǳǇΩǎ Feltwell Wing, with 30 reaching 464SQN.28  

These Mk.IIs requisitioned by the USAAF as ΨModel 37sΩ in 1942 retained their RAF serials and the British 
Temperate Land Scheme (TLS) A.D.1159 scheme of Dark Earth and Dark Green.  The PV-3 designator applied to the last 
27 Ventura Mk.IIs from the BPC contract for AJ511 to AJ537 taken over by the USN from OCT 1942 as Bu33925 to 
Bu33951. As RAF Ventura Mk.IIs were repossessed by the USAAF in early 1942, RAF camouflage and serial numbers 
were retained. They received the contemporary US National Markings, which include the Red central disc in the White 
star in the Blue cockade. This Red disc was removed in MAY 1942 to avoid confusion with the red circular Japanese 
Hinomaru, however this removal did occur in the field several months earlier than MAY, in late MAR 1942.29 

         
                                       [Colourised from rcafno128sqn site]                                                            [rcafno128sqn site colour image] 

1942 Ventura Mk.II production ς RAF camouflage, Reverse Lend-Lease requisition by USAAF 
The Disney aircraft art on the Burbank was typically applied to the starboard fuselage side near the cockade. The initial Mickey 
Mouse and Donald Duck artwork was directed at Hitler and Nazis, probably the intent of ά[Ŝǘ aŜ IŀǾŜ ! vǳŀŎƪ !ǘ Ψ9Ƴέ. Soon 
into 1942, the artwork became anti-Japanese, in this case ά! ¢ƻƪŜƴ ŦƻǊ ¢ƻƪƛƻέ for the selling of government War Bonds. The Red 
circle in the White star was discontinued by ²ŀǊ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ /ƛǊŎǳƭŀǊ ІмпмΣ мн a!¸ мфпнΥ ά¢ƘŜ red circle in the center [sic] of the 
insignia as used at present will be eliminated. The new insignia will therefore be a five-pointed, white star within a blue ŎƛǊŎƭŜΦέ 30 

This Donald Duck artwork was during RAF Ventura Mk.II production in 1942, but shows the repossession of 
these desperately needed bombers by the USAAF. This is obviously after the MAR 1941 LL Act, and during the 
requisitioning of Venturas for the USAAF in early 1942 after Japan had entered the War, but before the MAY 1942 
elimination of Red disc in the US ς therefore assessed as 1st or 2nd quarter of 1942. (Aircraft in the field had the small 
circle deleted from 28 MAR 1942.) So these are Ventura Mk.IIs ǊŜǇƻǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ŀǎ ΨaƻŘŜƭ отsΩ prior to B-34 
production starting cSEP 1942, but already marked with US markings on the production lines at Burbank. 

Later, in JUL 1943, as PV-1 deliveries were underway to the South Pacific, many RNZAF Venturas bore the 
Lockheed-Vega Disney studios cartoons on their rear fuselage sides. As most of these were now sharply anti-Japanese, 
they were ordered to be painted over before the aircraft headed to the operational area due to the fear that if downed, 
and the crew captured, these cartoons wouldnΩt help to enhance their treatment in enemy hands. Most of these 
painted-over areas show as a large patch of fresh paint in photos taken at the time.31 The RNZAF Venturas were 
delivered at the same time as the RAAF PV-1s, but not much of the Disney artwork survived on RAAF aircraft, there 
being only a couple of examples. 

Matching RAF Colours. A problem at the US factories was trying to match local paints to the RAF specifications, 
where probably Du Pont was the main supplier. To try to match the British Ministry of Aircraft Production (MAP) 
colours, Du Pont used Dark Green (DuPont 71-013), Dark Earth (71-009), over Sky Type S Gray (71-021).32  
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VENTURA  Mk.II  DISNEY  ARTWORK  1942 

As RAF Ventura Mk.IIs were repossessed by the USAAF, RAF camouflage and serial numbers were retained but 
the US National Markings were applied, and later the RAF camouflage was replaced by the more usual Olive Drab. 
Early during this repossession of RAF aircraft was when Lockheed artist DŜƻǊƎŜ ΨwŀƴŘȅΩ aŎDǊŀǿ began his artwork. 
With the Disney Studios located nearby, the Disney characters painted by McCraw were always mistaken for official 
Disney art. But he worked for Lockheed-Vega in Paint Shop Dept. 39 at Burbank, and had been assigned to paint the 
USAAF white stars, with inner red circle, on the fuselage of the new production Ventura aircraft. In early APR 1942, he 
selected a clean section of Ventura fuselage where he went to work on his first actual painting. His boss suggested he 
paint more of the drawings, and to assist with ideas, suggestion boxes were set up in various sections of the Vega 
plant. Three weeks later Randy had over 100 suggestions a day pouring in and his approved drawings became a full 
time job. To assist him, little remarks came with each artwork. For the many Walt Disney created characters painted, 
special permission was given to Randy and the Vega Company by Walt himself. Each of the Ventura paintings left the 
plant for parts unknown, which included USN, RAF, RAAF, RNZAF and RCAF.33 

         
                                 [Colourised from US National Archives No.196380, via ww2bombers]                                                 [internet image] 

RAF camouflaged Ventura Mk.II for the USAAF marked with Oscar the Ostrich MAY 1942 
¢ƘŜ ŎŀǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ŀǎ άwǳŘƛ ǘƘŜ hǎǘǊƛŎƘέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ aƛŎƪŜȅ aƻǳǎŜ ŎƻƳƛŎǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
ƘƛƳ άhǎŎŀǊέΦ  terhaps the forerunner of the ²ŀǊƴŜǊ .Ǌƻǎ άwƻŀŘǊǳƴƴŜǊέ. 

Mickey Mouse was a favourite. Oscar the Ostrich, aboveΣ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ aƛŎƪŜȅΩǎ ƻǎǘǊƛŎƘΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
popular Disney characters applied to the side fuselages of Venturas were Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck. While 
Mickey was somewhat subdued as a mild-mannered guy, Donald could always lose his temper and became more 
popular as an offensive type looking for a fight, which became particularly apparent when applied to Navy PV-1s. 

    
                                                                                                  [Both colourised from usaaf-nose art.co]            

άA Ventura Gosh!έ ŀƴŘ άGoodby [sic] Hitler!έ from RAF production, although possibly diverted from the Lend-Lease B-34 line  
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MODEL 37s  ς  REPOSSESSED  RAF  VENTURA  Mk.IIs  1942 

As RAF Ventura Mk.IIs were repossessed by the USAAF, RAF camouflage and serial numbers were retained. The 
British Boulton-Paul dorsal turrets were not liked by the Americans and the US turret was adapted for Ventura use, 
but was not always required for the USAAF training roles undertaken by these ΨModel 37sΩ. (It was not until the Lend-
Lease contracts that the aircraft became the B-34 Lexington in the USAAF, and the Ventura Mk.IIA in the RAF.) 

      
                                                                        [Colourised from GRB Collection]                             [Colourised from USAF Museum 060713-F-1234S-017] 
  RAF Ventura II AJ303 msn 4441 άпмέ, Martin 250CE-13 turret                        AJ354 msn 4492 repossessed by USAAF in SEP 1942 
Inner port fin flash appears overpainted. Msn in Yellow on fuselage and nose.       AJ354 on tail in WhiteΣ ǿƛǘƘ άDέ ōŀǎŜ ŎƻŘŜΦ 

   
                                                                                           [Colourised from ww2bombers]                                                  [Colourised from GRB Collection] 

AJ348 msn 4486, no turret , ΨEΩ base code for Eglin, Donald Duck artwork     Crashed Mk.II target-tower AJ396 msn 4534 FEB 1943     
The above images of RAF Mk.II Venturas, that had been repossessed by the USAAF off the production line over JUL/AUG 1942, 
were re-marked with the new US National Marking at that time ς the White star on the Blue circle.  

    
                                                                                             [Colourised from ww2bombers]                                                  [Colourised from ww2bombers] 
                                        Ventura Mk.II AJ288 msn 4426 requisitioned by USAAF, with the new US Martin turret      
Hitler ranting and pulling his hair out ς ά̧ ŜǇΗ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƎŜǘΩŜƴ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƛǊέ. While Hitler was the target on RAF marked aircraft in the 
ŜŀǊƭȅ ²ŀǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǎǿƛǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ¦{b t±-1s.  

The somewhat antiquated Boulton-Paul 0.303 turret was not favoured by the US, and the Martin C250CE-13 
with .50-cals was introduced. This top turret was assessed as one of the best defensive installations of any Allied 
aircraft, being electrically controlled with a gyro-computing gunsight; ammunition capacity was 400 rounds per gun.34 
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RB-34-VE/LO  LEXINGTON  1942 

 The introduction of Lend-lease from APR 1941 necessitated aircraft production allocated US military designators 
and US military serials ς USAAF Fiscal Year (FY) number allocations, or USN Bureau of Aeronautics (Bu) serials. 
Following on the Lockheed/Vega production line at Burbank was the B-34 Lexington, basically the Ventura Mk.II with 
some American equipment and a new turret. The continuing RAF deliveries were known as the Ventura Mk.IIA, but of 
the production run of 200, 134 went to the USAAF with US markings applied on the production line. Like the earlier 
BPC-ordered Mk.IIs, the B-34 was also known by Lockheed as the Model 137. The 200 B-34s produced (msn 137-4676 
to 137-4875) were USAAF 41-38020 to 41-38219, RAF serials FD568 to FD767, and delivered from Burbank over the 
3rd and 4th quarters of 1942. B-34 production retained the RAF green/brown camouflage, but some were overpainted 
with Dark Olive Drab/Neutral Gray (OD/NG) USAAF camouflage, as seen below on 41-38206 (training number M-127). 

 Designators. The official designator was initially the B-34-VE (Lockheed-±ŜƎŀΩǎ Ψ±9Ω manufacturer code for 
Burbank was still in use while these aircraft were on the line and ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ [ƻŎƪƘŜŜŘΩǎ Ψ[hΩ), and with sub-
types B-34A and B-34B allocated to aircraft repossessed for USAAF training, were the Ψ[ŜȄƛƴƎǘƻƴΩΦ This name was not 
adopted by the RAF, which continued using Ventura with mark numbers for all variants. In American service, the B-34 
was used little operationally on coastal patrols, being relegated to training roles and the designator became RB-34 in 
OCT 1942Σ ǘƘŜ ΨwΩ prefix indicating a ΨwŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘΩΣ ƻǊ ƴƻƴ-combat role.35  The B-34 sub-variant Ψ.ƭƻŎƪǎΩ were: B-34A-VE 
trainers for the USAAF,  B-34A-1 43 to RCAF and 23 to RNZAF, B-34A-2 57 for bomber training, B-34A-3 28 for gunnery 
training, B-34A-4 16 as target tugs, B-34B-1-VE 13 navigation trainers; it appears the 20 B-34A-VE models came to the 
RAAF.36 Many for the RCAF were used by 34OTU at Pennfield Ridge, New Brunswick, for EATS aircrew training and 
appeared to be the later production aircraft, but there were no specific serial batches matching the Block numbers. 

 The B-34-VE was powered by the same 2000hp Pratt & Whitney Double Wasp R-2800-31 radials with four 0.5-
inch guns (two in the nose and two in the dorsal turret) and four 0.3-inch guns (two nose and two ventral) with a 3000-
lb bombload. The most obvious external difference from earlier production was the Martin dorsal turret, which was 
also retrofitted to some earlier ΨModel 37Ω (i.e. Ventura Mk.IIs) reclaimed from the RAF for USAAF gunnery training.  

 
                                                                                                                                                                         [Colour image from Archer p.86] 

USAAF RB-34A 41-38206 coded M-127 of Midland Field, Texas, 1943, overpainted with Olive Drab and Neutral Gray 
This aircraft was the 187th B-34, produced in late 1942 just before PV-1 production commenced. ¢ƘŜ ΨaΩ fuselage base code 
indicated Midland Field, an RB-34 training base within the Central Flying Training Command.37 In late 1943, this aircraft was 
transferred to the RCAF as FD754 (as did 41-38165, M-125, as FD713).38 While Model 37s had typically retained RAF green/brown 
camouflage, some B-34s were overpainted with US Dark Olive Drab 41/Neutral Gray 43, as was B-37 production. 

 Lend-Lease. Following Pearl Harbor in DEC 1941, RAF Ventura Mk.IIs were repossessed by the USAAF during 
1942 as was most of that yearΩǎ production of the B-34. Under the APR 1941 Lend-Lease Act, all procurement had been 
through the Air Corps ς USAAF after 20 JUN 1941 ς using US designations and serials. Up until this stage, all aircraft 
were on a British direct purchase orders and flown with RAF (or RN) serial numbers, and so had received no USAAC 
serial.39 With Lend-Lease, even though a specific airframe was intended for Britain (being equipped to meet RAF 
requirements and to carry RAF markings and serial number), it now had a US designation and serial. With most 1942 
production Venturas being repossessed for USAAF training, US markings were being applied on the line. 
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USAAF  B-34  LEXINGTON  TRAINERS  1942-1943 
  
 With the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in DEC 1941, the US forces had to ramp up its training and aircraft 
production exponentially. This accounted for much of the British orders for Ventura IIs and B-34 Ventura IIAs being 
repossessed for the USAAF training system. 

 Bombardier-Navigator Flying Training. ¢ƘŜ ΨōŀŎƪseat ŎǊŜǿΩ navigator aircrew training in the US was conducted 
in the southern and western fair-weather states, primarily Florida, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada and California. 
The basic nav trainer flown was the Beech AT-11 Kansan (a version of the Beech 18), then with more advanced training 
on the Lockheed platforms, the AT-18 and A-28 Hudson, and RB-34 Lexington. These schools were primarily within the 
USAAF Western Flying Training Command and the Central FTC. Large bases that can be associated with the Lexington 
ǿŜǊŜ aƛŘƭŀƴŘ ¢· όǿƛǘƘ ΨaΩ ŦǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ŎƻŘŜǎύΣ while the A-28 variant of the Hudson was used by MatƘŜǊ /! όŎƻŘŜ Ψ¢Ωύ 
and with AT-18s for navigation training.40 

 Gunnery Training. The άCƭŜȄƛōƭŜ Dunneryέ schools were similarly located in the good weather states, and bases 
ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ IǳŘǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ [ŜȄƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǿŜǊŜ .ǳŎƪƛƴƎƘŀƳ CƛŜƭŘ C[ όŎƻŘŜŘ ΨCaΩ for Fort Myers), Las Vegas NV (coded 
Ψ½Ωύ ŀƴŘ ¢ȅƴŘŀƭƭ C[ όΩ¢¸ΩύΦ41  Other RB-оп ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘŀƛƭ ŎƻŘŜǎ ƻŦ Ψ9Ω ŦƻǊ 9Ǝƭƛƴ C[Σ ŀƴŘ ΨDΩ ŦƻǊ YƛƴƎƳŀƴ !½Σ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ άƘŀŎƪǎέ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ school training equipment.  

 
                                                                                                                          [Colourised from www.fuselagecodes] 
AT-18 Hudson and RB-34 Ventura gunnery trainers, FM-coded at Buckingham Field, Florida  

 
                                                                                                                          [Colourised from worldwarphotos.info] 

USAAF AT-18A Hudson 42-55505/T-108 navigation trainer without turret  
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RAAF  USE  OF  THE  RB-34  FROM  1943 

Poor Condition of the RB-34s 

 When the twenty RAAF Venturas arrived, being ex-USAAF trainers, they were found to be in poor condition. 
Delivered under Lend-Lease Case 126, these aircraft were truly second-ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ΨǇǊŜ-ƭƻǾŜŘΩ ς the documentation 
refers to this variant as the άw.-опέΦ42 The Air Board would complain to the US about the state of these aircraft, having 
ōŜŜƴ άƴŜǾŜǊ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΧǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ-hand, it simply being stated that these aircraft were 
ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ¦{!!C ǎǘƻŎƪǎέΦ43 What had been assumed was that they were diverted from the USAAF Lend-Lease 
deliveries ex-factory. However, the hours flown by RB-34s prior to allotment to Australia showed some aircraft had 
flown up to 387 hours before handover in the US. On arrival at 1AD, these ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ άŀ ƎǊŀƴŘ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ нуΣффп 
man hours work before they could be brought into use, this total representing maintenance only not including 
ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέΦ44 This represented an average of 1500 man hours per aircraft at 1AD before they 
could be made serviceable, and although there were similar problems with the A-31 Vengeances that were being 
received at the same time, the situation was even worse with the Venturas.45 

USAAF serials of the RAAF A59-1 to A59-20 were between 41-38051 and 41-38172, i.e. spread out throughout 
this range, as the B-34 batch of 200 aircraft had been serialled 41-38020 to 41-38219.46 These RAAF aircraft had been 
in USAAF service over JAN-W¦b мфпоΣ ŀƴŘ άǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦{!!C ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ōŜǎǘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 
ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅέΣ ōŜƛƴƎ Ŧƭƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ 5ŀƭƭŀǎΣ ¢ŜȄŀǎΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ²Ŝǎǘ /ƻŀǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ Australia.47 Similarly, the RNZAF 
experienced the same difficulties ς ǘƘŜ wb½!CΩǎ но w.-34s were received from JUN 1943, with some cannibalizing for 
parts being required to prepare nine aircraft to replace the Hudsons of 4SQN based at Nausori in Fiji. However, these 
early Venturas proved unsuitable operationally and the unit continued flying Hudsons well into 1944.48 

 
                                                                                                                                                      [Colourised from GRB Collection] 

RB-34A A59-2 with ASV Mk.II radar fitted, apparently at Laverton 

ASV (Radar) Trials OCT 1943 

The ex-USAAF RB-34s had not been fitted with ASV ς air-to-surface vessel, the early acronym for radar ς and it 
was decided to install the Australian adaptation the British ASV Mk.II to selected RAAF GR aircraft types. These included 
the Anson, Hudson and Ventura, followed by the Beaufort. Installation was undertaken at 1AD Laverton, with trials 
conducted by the co-located 1APU.  Details of ASV Mk.II (Aust) are in the RAAF Manual ACD 2005(2).49   

                               
                                                                                 [both images from ACD 2005 (2)] 

ASV search aerials on side of Hudson in 1942, and an ASV Yagi array under a Beaufort wing in 1944 
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RB-34A  A59-4  1APU  ASV  TRIALS  ς  OCT 1943 

Anson radar development in the RAAF was addressed in our Anson article, No.5 in this series.50 The first ASV was fitted to 
RAAF Anson DG701 by 1AD in JUL 1943,51 and then fitted to RAAF Ansons from late 1943, with 5 Aircraft Depot (5AD) at Wagga 
opening a radar repair section in NOV 1943, and over the next months Ansons would undergo the radar modification.52 
Modifications by 5AD went to 71(R) and 73(R)SQN aircraft, and when those units ceased operations in mid-1944, aircraft were 
transferred to 67(R)SQN. 3CU in Sydney operated Anson EG417 over 1944-45 on behalf of the Radio Physics Laboratory,53 
presumably part of the CSIRO forerunner known as CSIR, for ASV development. The E/E.88 for A59-4 had it with Ψ{5CΩ from OCT 
1943 supporting the APU trials until MAY 1944. As of APR 1945, some 26 Ansons had been modified and were distributed among 
RAAF units.54  

 
                                                                                                                                                                      [Colourised from Britmodeller image] 

A59-4 at Laverton OCT 1943 
Delivered in MAY 1943 in standard RAF camouflage of Dark Green and Dark Earth, by OCT 1943 A59-4 was looking a bit patchy. 
ASV antennas had been added and previous markings had been painted over by Foliage Green and Earth Brown, and Sky Blue 
added to the undersurfaces. The port beam gun is apparent through the aperture; for ASV trials the starboard gun was removed.  

 
                                                                                                                                               [Colourised from GRB Collection]  

A59-4 at Laverton with 67SQN Anson DJ171 MK-D in the background 
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SQUADRON  USE  OF  THE  RB-34  1943-1944 

2SQN. 2SQN conducted trials in the NWA operational area with RB-34 A59-9 over NOV-DEC 1943. While some 
RB-34s were allotted to 2SQN over this period, these were all cancelled and diverted to 13SQN at Canberra. Because 
of the considerable prior use in the US, testing with A59-9 by 2SQN proved unsatisfactory.55 It went unserviceable at 
Parafield on its return south on 27 DEC, but after this grounding was passed to 1OTU East Sale. It was joined by another, 
A59-15 in MAY 1944, and these were used for training until stored in 1946. As a result of the NWA trial, 2SQN received 
Beauforts, but continually pushed to get something more capable, like the B-25 with its firepower and range. 

13SQN. Meanwhile 13SQN was working up in Canberra with a flight of 10 PV-1s and 9 RB-34s, receiving its 
first RB-34s on 28 DEC 1943, with the full allocation of nine by 31 JAN 1944.56 However, by MAY 1944, the RB-34s had 
been grounded and during the month all ǿŜǊŜ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ƻŦŦ мо{vb ŀǎ άƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǳƴǎŜǊǾƛŎŜŀōƭŜέΦ57 MAY 1944 was 
essentially the end of any hope for operational use of the RAAF RB-34: A59-17 was used for Test Pilot training from 
JUL 1944, and then by 1AD Ferry Flight from FEB 1945, when virtually all RB-34s were stored awaiting disposal. 

 
                                                                                                                    [Colourised from QAM image, via Britmodeller] 

13SQN A59-11 SF-J with ASV, 1944  
There are no written records surviving linking 13SQN codes with airframe numbers, but under magnification this image reveals 
the serial as A59-11 which was received at 2AD on 21 JUN 1943, and allotted on 21 JUL for ASV modification with 1AD SEP 1943 
to FEB 1944. Then received at 13SQN Canberra on 22 FEB 1944 (being one of nine RB-34s for мо{vb ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ Ψ.Ω C[¢ .ŜŀǳŦƻǊǘǎ 
from the end of DEC 1943). By ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ Ψ!Ω C[¢ ƘŀŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘŜƴ t±-1s, but by 5 MAY all RB-34s had left 13SQN for 2AD, replaced 
by further PV-1s. A59-11 saw out its service on transport duties with 2AP Ferry Flight until NOV 1944.  

7 SQN. In MAY 1944, RAAF Cd had considered force disposition with two squadrons of PV-1s, and 32SQN was 
selected as the second, as 13SQN deployed to Cooktown. But aerodrome extensions for 32SQN saw this decision 
changed to 7SQN at Higgins. However, there were insufficient Venturas to fully equip 7SQN, so only one flight would 
operate the PV-1 until more were available. Three were issued, but plans changed again when the US could not supply 
our 1945 Lend-Lease Ventura bids, and by 26 JUN the Venturas departed and re-equipment plans were cancelled.58 

 
                                                                                                                                              [Bell Vol.2, p.22] 

USAAF B-34 with ASV with turret removed OCT 1942 ς artwork reads ά5ƻƻƭƛǘǘƭŜΩƭƭ 5ƻƳƻǊŜέ 
One of the few B-34s modified with ASV for operational anti-submarine patrols in the US. Dana Bell, in Air Force Colors Vol.2, 
assesses the colours to be US Dark Olive Drab overpainting of the RAF Dark Green, with Dark Earth and Sky.  
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RB-37-LO  LEXINGTON  1942 

 The B-37-LO was a variant of the B-34 powered by two 1700hp Wright Cyclone R-2600-13 radials, with 550 
ordered but only 18 were accepted (41-37470 to 41-37487, msn 137-1001 to 137-1018) and the remainder cancelled. 
The change of designator was necessary due to the new powerplant ς just as had occurred with USAAF receipts of the 
Hudson: the A-28 had the Pratt & Whitney Twin Wasp R-1830-45 (RAAF Mk.IVA), the A-29 the Wright Cyclone R-1820 
(RAAF Mk.IIIA).59 In addition to the engines, the most noticeable external difference between the B-34 and B-37 was 
the two additional 0.30-calibre machine guns beam-mounted in recessed positions in the fuselage sides.60  

 The B-37 had originally been intended as the armed reconnaissance variant of the B-34, with the ΨhōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΩ 
designation O-56-LO. But in OCT 1942, the designation was changed to RB-37 ς like the RB-34, tƘŜ ΨwΩ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƻǊ ǇǊŜŦƛȄ 
was used by the USAAF over 1942-пт ŦƻǊ ΨwŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘΩΣ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƴƻƴ-operational roles of trainer and target-tug.61 
Through its continually changing designators, the RB-37 has been referred to as the Lockheed Model 437, although 
the Model 137-96-03 designator appears more accurate, and the O-56, before becoming the RB-34B, then B-37 ς the 
B-34 designator could not be retained as the change had been made to the Cyclone R-2600 engine ς and ultimately in 
1943 the RB-37, as it was realised there was no operational role for the aircraft. (Adding to the confusion, the RB-34B 
designation was reassigned to modified RB-34As for use as navigation trainers.)  

 
                                                                                                                                                 [Colourised from USAF Museum 060713-F-1234S-025] 

USAAF RB-37 Lexington Ψ01Ω msn 137-1001 41-37470 in 1943 ς USAAF colours Dark Olive Drab over Neutral Gray with decals 
The fuselage National Marking is obviously a decal, and some US manufacturers would supply decals in the delivery crate to allow 
customers to mark up their aircraft ς and the supply by Curtiss of P-40 markings during 1942 has been an issue discussed in other 
forums. In the US military, the USAAF Specification 98-24102-L Insignia For Aircraft, issued on 10 NOV 1942, stated that 
decalcomania transfers could be used if approved by the USAAF.62 For the USN, the Army-Navy Aeronautical (ANA) Specification 
AN-1-9, Insignia; National Star (For Airplane Exterior), dated 1 MAR 1943 (with an effective date of 1 SEP 1943), authorised in the 
USN the use of decalcomanias for the national aircraft insignia. These were available in gloss or specularity (matt) to match 
adjacent surfaces.63 

 First flight of the B-37 was on 21 SEP 1942, with the last of 18 delivered in APR 1943.64 The main visual external 
difference of the B-37 from the B-34 was the beam gun position, with one each side. These had been built to a USAAF 
requirement and were painted in the contemporary camouflage ς Dark Olive Drab No.41 upper surfaces (FS 34087 is 
evidently close), and lower surfaces in Neutral Gray No.43 (which FS 36173 is close).65  

An Apology. It was over fifty years ago, in my young AHSA years, that I provided (together with Al Bovelt) our 
details of WWII RAAF aircraft for René CǊŀƴŎƛƭƭƻƴΩǎ 1970 ΨAero Pictorials 3Ω book, The RAAF and RNZAF in the Pacific. 
Unfortunately the details I did provide and that were published, stated the RAAF Venturas as B-34s (A59-1 to A59-20), 
PV-1s (A59-50 to A59-63), and B-37s (A59-64 to A59-104).66 This was an error on my part, as there were no B-37s 
delivered to the RAAF, with only 18 ever produced. Under the Lend-Lease deliveries, this last mentioned batch of 
Venturas for the RAAF were, of course, PV-мǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΣ LΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŎƭŜŀƴΣ Ƴȅ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΦ 
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US  ά{¢!w{έ  AND  NO  BARS  1942 

 While Ventura production was underway at Burbank over 1942, there were changes occurring with the US 
National Marking, which would impact Model 37, B-34, B-37 and PV-1 production. Firstly in MAY 1942, the Red centre 
was removed from the star to avoid any confusion with the Japanese hinomaru circle marking. However, the danger 
of a Red circle was recognised on the front-line several months earlier, and was eliminated in the field from MAR 1942. 

Until 28 MAY 1942 28 MAY 1942 ς 29 JUN 1943 

 

Insignia Spec 241102K Insignia Spec 241102K #3 

  
                                                                                                                                                                                                [historylink101.com colour image] 

The elimination of Red from the cockade 
The US Navy had recognised the need for clear identification ς this was not only in 1942 with confusion of the Red centre dot, but 
prior to this, when the Atlantic prewar ΨNeutrality PatrolsΩ had two roundels marked on each side of the aircraft fuselage. 

 
                                                                                        [colour image from historylink101.com] 

USN PV-1 Ventura still with dual Neutrality Patrol roundels which were retained until late 1943 

Neutrality Patrols 

Although the US was officially neutral until 7 DEC 1941, the US Navy really entered World War II on 5 SEP 1939 
when the US initiated Neutrality Patrol operations in the Caribbean and in waters 200 miles off the coasts of North 
and South America looking for German raiders and submarines. The information considered here comes from a 1991 
US Naval Academy paper entitled ά¢ƘŜ ¦{b ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŜǳǘǊŀƭƛǘȅ tŀǘǊƻƭΣ ŀƴŘ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ CƭŜŜǘέ.67 US President Roosevelt 
had been considering patrolling operations for several months prior to the start of war in Europe ς for instance, on 20 
APR 1939 he ƘŀŘ ǘƻƭŘ /ŀōƛƴŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ άŀ ǇŀǘǊƻƭ ŦǊƻƳ bŜǿŦƻǳƴŘƭŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ to South America and if 
ǎƻƳŜ ǎǳōƳŀǊƛƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŦƭŀƎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ bŀǾȅ ǎƛƴƪǎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻƻ ōŀŘΦέ IŜ 
did not clarify whether this was to uphold American neutrality or assist the Anglo-French alliance.   

With War in Europe, from MAR 1941 there was increased Anglo-American collaboration, the US Atlantic Fleet 
patrols became more aggressive doubling in size, the Lend-Lease Bill of 11 MAR 1941 provided new means of assisting 
the British, by APR 1941 USN ships were locating and broadcasting positions of Axis ships in Neutrality Zone to the 
British ς there was little public pretence of any hint of neutrality, even by the White House. Lƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ άǎƘƻǊǘ-of-ǿŀǊέ 
months prior to Pearl Harbor, the USN trained the RCN in escorting convoys, and developed its radar, sonar and ASW 
doctrine while Britain shared its code-ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ 9ƴƛƎƳŀ Ψ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ LƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜΩΦ   

In SEP 1941, Roosevelt modified previous convoy escort instructions and authorised US warships to escort 
convoys in which there were no US-flagged vessels. There has always been conjecture that the US knew of the 
impending attack on Pearl Harbor, and let it happen so the US could be dragged into war in the face of the home non-
interventionalists. Pearl Harbor certainly took the weight off Churchill ς ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ¦{ άŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƛǘǎ figleaf of neutralityέ. 
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US  ά{¢!w{-AND-.!w{έ  1943 

 A US study in 1943 discovered that the Red Řƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴ мфпн ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ the issue ς as the colour 
couldnΩt be determined from a distance anyway, however the shape of a marking could be. From trials with several 
variations including an oblong roundel with two stars, the study recommended using White bars flanking the sides of 
the existing roundel, all with a Red outline, becoming official in JUN 1943.68 So when ΨōŀǊǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊΣ it 
was strange that Red was selected, but then probably in reaction to complaints from the Pacific theatre, in AUG 1943 
the Blue bars were introduced in AUG 1943 69 ς the Red bars only lasted a little over a month.  

29 JUN 1943 ς 14 AUG 1943 From 14 AUG 1943 

AN-1-9a AN-1-9b 

  

      
                             [Colour image, US Nat Archives No.80-G-K-8133]                                                                                                         [www.norpacwar] 

The shortlived Red bars makes it helpful for the dating of images 
The images are of US Navy PV-1s on Adak in the Aleutians in JUL 1943. All aircraft shown are in the old USN ΨōƭǳŜκƎǊŀȅΩ PV-1 
camouflage, which was changed on the Burbank line in about MAY 1943 to ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿŜǊ ΨŦƻǳǊ-ǎƘŀŘŜΩ ŎŀƳƻǳŦƭŀƎŜΦ Left is USN bomber 
squadron VB-135 side number ΨтΩ όŦƻǊ Ψт±Ω) with Red outline and still the double Neutrality fuselage roundels. Right, is the similarly 
marked VB-мос Ψф±Ω .ǳнфуло ƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ ōƻƳōǎΦ With USN squadron procedure, side numbers were re-allocated after an aircraft loss, 
and when Bu29847 (the previous Ψф±Ω) disappeared on an operational search in MAY 1943, itǎ Ψф±Ω ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ was Bu29803.70 

      
                                                                                                     [Colour image from ww2bombers] 

PV-1 ready for delivery: later 4-colour scheme adopted in the 2nd quarter 1943, and with bars from 14 AUG 1943 
For the USN PV-1 Ventura, ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳƴŘŜƭ ŘƛŀƳŜǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ плέΣ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ нлέ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ млέ ƘƛƎƘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ нΦрέ Blue surround.71 
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PV-1  VENTURA  PRODUCTION  1943 

In JUL 1942, the US Navy completed an agreement with the USAAF to acquire the Ventura as land-based patrol 
aircraft to supplement the PBY Catalina.72 tǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǾȅΩǎ t±-1s commenced immediately with the first batch 
of 200 Lockheed ΨModel 237sΩ (Bu29723/Bu29922, msn 237-4876 to 237-5075)Φ ¢ƘŜ Ψt±-1Ω ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƻǊ was the typical 
USN convoluted mix of letters and numbers (which was changed to a more logical and joint-service system in 1962) ς 
ΨtΩ referred to a Patrol ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΣ Ψ±Ω as the first Vega patrol design, ŀƴŘ ΨмΩ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǳō-type. PV-2 applied to the 
redesigned model with larger wing and fin area, the Harpoon. The PV-3 was 27 Lend-Lease Ventura Mk.IIs AJ511/AJ537 
requisitioned by the USN as Bu33925/Bu3395173, which served on Atlantic patrols from OCT 1942 Of course the 
subsequent patrol production from Burbank were the P2V Neptune and P3V Orion ς later redesignated in 1962 as the 
P-2 and P-3 respectively. 

The first PV-1 Ventura (Lockheed Model 237-27-01) patrol bomber, powered by the same P&W R-2800-31 
άDouble Waspsέ όƛΦŜΦ ¢ǿƛƴ wƻǿ ²ŀǎǇǎύ, flew on 3 NOV 1942 and Burbank deliveries commenced from DEC 1942 for 
the USN ς production of the PV-1 extended until MAY 1944.74 PV-1 modifications consisted of replacing some USAAF 
equipment with Navy equipment; increasing the fuel capacity by 20 percent; standardising the armament to two fixed 
forward-firing 50-caliber (12.7 mm) machine guns in the upper decking of the nose, two 50-caliber machine guns in 
the Martin dorsal turret, and two flexible 30-caliber (7.62 mm) machine guns in the ventral tunnel position; and 
modifying the bomb bay for 3,000LB (1,361 kg) of bombs, or six 325LB (147 kg) depth charges or a torpedo. While the 
clear nose cone was replaced by the ASD-1 search radar in a solid plexiglass nose cap, these initial PV-1s retained the 
side window glazing in the nose and the flat bombardiers window in the floor.75  

                                                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                      [Colourised from Sqn/Signal No.48, p.9] 

Early USN PV-1 Bu29767 (rudder msƴ ΨнлΩ ŦƻǊ пфнлύ at the Los Angeles Burbank factory, JAN/FEB 1943 
The Lockheed-Vega factory, manufacturer of the Ventura, was adjacent to the Disney Burbank studios, and many of the aircraft 
carried Disney cartoon character fuselage artwork. Here it is Donald Duck as a jack-in-the-box, labelled ά{ǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΗέΦ The first 200 
PV-1s were serialled Bu29723 to Bu29922 (msn 237-4876 to 237-5075), and this PV-1 was the 45th, msn 4920, which was Bu29767. 
Markings are the early PV-1 scheme of USN Blue Gray over Light GrayΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǘǊŀƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψƭŀǎǘ ǘǿƻΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ msn in Yellow 
on the rudder. This is carrying the standard underwing, pylon-mounted 165-gallon drop tanks.76 

 The above image shows the early production PV-1 with nose glazing of four windows per side for the bombardier 
station behind the nose radome, inherited from the British Venturas. With the glazed "greenhouse" nose, a 
rudimentary folding co-pilot seat had been fitted to allow the access to the nose compartment. The solid nose of the 
PV-1, while containing the radar, also had sighting aids for aerial cameras operation. However, on late production PV-
1s, the bombardier position was replaced by three 0.50έ machine guns, and these aircraft could also carry ŜƛƎƘǘ рέ 
HVAR (high-velocity aerial rockets) under the wings.   

 While an ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ŜƴǘǳǊŀ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƛǘǎ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǇŜŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ΨƘƻǘΩ ±ŜƴǘǳǊŀ ŎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ of a shock to 
pilots accustomed to the docile Hudson, causing a number of training accidents.77 Training of course prepared aircraft 
and crews for operations ς with the PV-1, the first US Navy squadrons were in the North Pacific, with bomber units 
VB-135 and VB-136 deployed in the Aleutians from APR 1943.  
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VENTURA  AT  WAR 

While the earlier RAF Ventura Mk.IIs and B-34s were repossessed by the USAAF in 1942, they retained RAF 
green/earth camouflage and serial numbers. However, PV-1 production from late 1942 was initially only for the USN 
ς the first production batch of 200 had not been available for Lend-Lease customers being all desperately required by 
the USN ς and the naval bluish camouflage and Bureau (Bu) numbers would then be standard for all future Ventura 
production. This early Ψblue-ƎǊŀȅΩ camouflage marked the first batch of 200 PV-1s, followed by approximately 200 of 
the second batch, with colours changing during production to the 4-ǎƘŀŘŜ Ψƴƻƴ-specularΩ in about APR 1943 ς and this 
appears to have occurred around aircraft Bu33400.  

So the USN camouflage scheme was the standard for when foreign deliveries of the PV-1 commenced from 
about MAY 1943. So no matter what colour you wanted your Ford it would be black, or in the case of the Ventura, it 
would be blue. This involved delivery or assembly in the Lend-[ŜŀǎŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
its operating theatre. In Britain, Venturas would be inducted into an RAF Maintenance Unit and normally receive the 
RAF greenish/grey Temperate Sea Scheme (TSS) camouflage ς below is a great example, FN957 after UK assembly and 
before receiving its TSS for operations in the Middle East with 459SQN RAAF. 

 
                                                                                                                                               [Colourised from IWM12209F, via ww2bombers] 

Early RAF PV-1 Ventura GR.V FN957 (ex Bu33081 msn 5090) in MAY 1943 at Speke, Liverpool, with Donald Duck artwork  
The RAF type C1 markings were probably applied at the Lockheed reassembly plant at Speke on delivery, this was the 15th PV-1 
of the second production batch of 400 aircraft. 

Europe. In its intended role as an RAF bomber, the first unit ς 140 Wing at Feltwell, Norfolk, comprising 21SQN 
RAF, 487SQN RNZAF and 464SQN RAAF ς entered combat on 3 NOV 1942 with 21SQN attacking railway targets near 
Hengelo, the Netherlands. On 6 DEC 1942 the Wing provided 47 Venturas for a low-level daylight raid on the Philips 
radio and valve factory at Eindhoven, which was considered a success, although nine of the Venturas were lost and 37 
damaged, leaving only one aircraft unscathed. After this the aircraft switched to medium level operations. But the 
Ventura in this role had entered service too late ς it was already heading towards obsolescence, as in MAY 1942 the 
Mosquito B.Mk IV had entered service and re-equipped 140 WG in mid-1943.78  

Middle East. The later PV-1 variant, known in the RAF as the Ventura GR.V, was used for anti-submarine 
operations over the Mediterranean, and as a naval patrol aircraft the Ventura proved a success. 459SQN RAAF 
Venturas were employed in this theatre from DEC 1943. The PV-1 used the same engines as the Ventura II, but had 
room for 1,607 US gallons of fuel (an increase of 263 gallons over the B-34/Ventura II) and was armed with 0.50έ 
machine guns (two fixed forward guns, two in the dorsal turret, plus two 0.303έ in the ventral tunnel position), while 
the bomb bay was modified to allow carriage of six 325LB depth charges or one torpedo. However, 459SQN would 
soon swap its Venturas in JUL 1944 for the Baltimore, serving alongside the similarly-equipped 454SQN. 

Atlantic. The USN PV-3s (the last 27 Ventura Mk.IIs from the BPC contract taken over in OCT 1942) served on 
Atlantic patrols from late 1942, mainly with VP-82 and VP-93 from Argentia NAS in Newfoundland. In MAR 1943, when 
equipped with the PV-1, VP-82 became VB-125 and VP-93 became VB-126.79 The external difference of the PV-3 had 
been its lack of dorsal turret, while production PV-1s from DEC 1942 had the Martin turret. 
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North Pacific. The first deployment of Venturas to the Pacific was to the bleak, fog-shrouded Aleutian Islands. 
USN bomber squadron VB-135 deployed north in APR 1943 arriving at Adak, midway along the Aleutian chain, to 
conduct patrols and photo reconnaissance. The high-speed PV-1 was capable of outrunning and sometimes shooting 
down enemy fighters.80 Soon the sister squadron VB-136 reached Adak, and VB-135 redeployed to Amchitka, 185 miles 
further west. The unopposed invasion of Attu had enabled US Army engineers to construct the airstrip, from which 
PV-1s operated from AUG 1943 ς the airstrip was ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άŀ ŦƻƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜέ.81 Operating from 
Attu enabled bombing attacks on the Japanese Kuriles (1,500 mile round trip, all over open water), and this became 
the main role of the Attu-based PV-1s. An innovation was to sometimes task PV-1s as radar bombing pathfinders for 
attacks by B-24s and B-25s against the Kuriles.  One further hazard for the USN crews was that if a diversion became 
necessary at the western extremities of their missions, they faced internment by the Soviets, who had remained strictly 
neutral in the fighting with Japan.82 ¢ƘŜ ŎǊŜǿǎΩ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ th²ǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴǎ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǊǊƻǿƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
personnel eventually returned via Europe. The Aleutian weather however constituted a much greater threat than the 
Japanese, and the PV-1 squadrons lost more men and aircraft to the weather than to the enemy.83 

  
                                                                                                                                                                            [Colourised from Squadron Signal p.27] 

NORTH     Aleutian-based PV-1s of VB-136 ΨX5Ω Bu29768, ΨX4Ω and Ψ18Ω, from Adak cMAY 1943 

South Pacific. The first PV-1s to the South Pacific were VB-137 in Samoa in MAY 1943, and by OCT 1943, the 
USMC deployed Ventura night fighters to Henderson Field in the Solomons, then on to Bougainville. The radar-
equipped PV-1 possessed the speed, manouevrability and firepower, and soon Marine Squadron VMF(N)-531 scored 
its first skill in NOV 1943 ς when relieved in JUN 1944, the unit had twelve confirmed night kills as pioneers in a complex 
new form of warfare; this adaptability of the Ventura showed it in a role that its designers had never contemplated.84 
By OCT 1944 US forces were advancing towards the Philippines, and PV-1s were soon established in New Guinea, at 
Los Negros (in the Admiralties), and then to the NEI at Morotai (in the Halmaheras). By MAR 1945, PV-1s were based 
at Clark Field (on Luzon), and were ranging out against Japanese shipping. These Philippine and Mototai-based USN 
Venturas then supported the Australian-led OBOE operation over MAY/JUL 1945 to secure Borneo.85 

 
                                                                                   [HowdiColourImage] 

SOUTH     USN PV-1 on Espiritu Santo, Vanuatu, in 1944  
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464  SQUADRON 

On 1 SEP 1942, 464 Squadron was formed at Feltwell, Norfolk, as a light bomber squadron, within 2 Group 
Bomber Command, equipped with both Ventura Mk.Is and Mk.IIs. The first raid that the unit took part in set the scene 
for the high quality performances which were to become the norm for 464 throughout the War. On 6 DEC 1942, 
fourteen Australian Venturas combined with other aircraft of 140 Wing from 487SQN RNZAF and 21SQN RAF to attack 
on the Philips Radio Works at Eindhoven, Holland. This was a daylight, low-level raid in the face of accurate flak with 
high losses, but with the operation considered a success. While operating the Ventura from Norfolk RAF bases at 
Feltwell and from APR 1943 Methwold, 464 attacked the engine sheds at Bruges, enemy shipping, oil refineries, railway 
yards, Rotterdam dockyards, the Zeebrugge coke ovens, and the Luftwaffe assembly sheds at St Omer. However, the 
majority of missions were airfield attacks against occupied Europe. Other operations were against the steel works at 
ljmuiden, Holland, in MAY ς then during operations, 464SQN was visited by the King and Queen, on 26 MAY 1943.86  

 
                                                                                          [Colourised from ww2aircraft.net] 

AJ466 SB-H during the Royal Visit to 464SQN, RAF Methwold on 26 MAY 1943 

On 1 JUN 1943, 464 transferred to Fighter Command as part of the 2nd Tactical Air Force, and was advised of 
re-equipment with Mosquito fighter bombers. Moving to Sculthorpe aerodrome on 21 JUL 1943, the first of the new 
Mosquitos arrived in AUG 1943. By 31 AUG 1943, 464 had flown 321 sorties and 170 000 operational miles in its year 
on Venturas, and the last Ventura was flown out on 22 SEP and Mosquito operations began in OCT. As the Mosquito 
was a two-seat aircraft, wireless operators and air gunners were posted out. Ops continued as intruder raids against 
convoys, supply trains, rail marshalling yards and road junctions, and soon with the JUN 1944 Normandy landings, 
targets became troop installations and bridges to support the landings. 140WG became renowned for its precision 
low-level raids ς attacking Amiens Prison, Belgium, on 18 FEB 1944, Gestapo HQ at Aarhus, Denmark, on 31 OCT, then 
Copenhagen on 21 MAR 1945. In FEB 1945 464SQN moved to France, disbanding at Melsbroek in Belgium on 25 SEP.   

464 Squadron Codes ς from SEP 1943 

464SQN Code Serial Details and Name 464SQN Code Serial Details and Name 

SB-A AE685  SB-N AE847 AE876; AJ212; AJ213 

SB-B AE695  SB-O AE853 ά²ƘŀƪŀǘŀƴƎŀǘŀέ 

SB-C AE880 AJ224 SB-P AJ491  

SB-D AJ231  SB-Q AE688 AE702 

SB-E AE937 to SB-T; AE945 SB-R AE684 AJ453  

SB-F AJ174 ά!b½έ SB-S AE908  

SB-G AE939  SB-T AE937  

SB-H AJ466  SB-U   

SB-I   SB-V   

SB-J AE854 άWƻȅōŜƭƭŜέ SB-W   

SB-K   SB-X   

SB-L   SB-Y   

SB-M AE719 AE751; AJ223 SB-Z   

References for 464SQN codes: adf serials A59 database, imagery. Codes separated by the roundel, Ψ{.Ω ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳƴŘŜƭΦ 
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464  SQUADRON  VENTURA  Mk.II  AE939 / SB-G 

464SQN flew the Ventura for twelve months, from SEP 1942 against continental Europe until replaced by the 
Mosquito in SEP 1943. 464SQN started with both Mk.Is and Mk.IIs ς adf-serials lists 464SQN receiving 15 Mk.Is and 
30 Mk.IIs ς the difference being the engines and the bomb bay. (Ventura deliveries for Britain were shipped to 
Liverpool and then erected at the nearby Speke aerodrome.) At Feltwell, Norfolk, 464SQN formed 140 Wing with 
487 RNZAF and 21 RAF Squadrons, moving to nearby RAF Methwold on 3 APR 1943, then becoming part of Fighter 
Command and transferring to RAF Sculthorpe on 21 JUL for re-equipment with the Mosquito.  

 
                                                                                                                                                                                              [IWM colour image] 

Ventura II AE939 SB-G, based at Feltwell, Norfolk JAN 1943 

 

            
                                                                   [Colourised from AWM UK0312]                                  [Colourised from IWM HU81281 via ww2bombers]     

AE853 SB-O ά²ƘŀƪŀǘŀƴƎŀǘŀέ at Methwold, Norfolk, JUL 1943                   AE854 SB-J άWƻȅōŜƭƭŜέ at Methwold, JUL 1943 
Mixed RAAF and NZ crew, the motif was a kiwi on a boomerang.   άWƻȅōŜƭƭŜέ, άWƻŜέ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜƳƭƛƴ, colours Southern Sky DK72047 
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459  SQUADRON 

459SQN was formed on 10 FEB 1942, at Burg-ci-Arab, Egypt, as a Hudson GR naval co-operation unit for the 
9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊƻƭŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !Ȅƛǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜ ƛǘǎ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ŀǘ 9ƭ !ƭŀƳŜƛƴ ōȅ ΨC-ōƻŀǘΩ 
convoys from Tobruk to Mersa Matruh, with these attacks successfully weakening enemy reinforcements destroying 
a vast amount of supplies. One claim was in SEP 1942 when a 459SQN Hudson was credited with probably sinking a 
destroyer near Tobruk. At this stage, 459SQN was considered a young unit composed entirely of pilots trained under 
the EATS. 23 OCT 1942 marked the decisive Allied offensive that opened at El Alamein, and by early NOV, the enemy 
were in retreat ς as the ports were recaptured, 459SQN roles were to escort troopships, tankers and supply vessels, 
and attack enemy shipping. Moving initially to Gambut in Libya in DEC 1942, and 459 was then truly mobile operating 
from airfields in the Western Desert, Cyprus, Palestine, Southern Arabia and Eritrea. MAY marked a complete year of 
operations, a total of 6775 operational hours from 1294 sorties. In JUN 1943 a Hudson sank German U-boat U-97: the 
crew comprised Dave Barnard, George Crisp and Brian Cobcroft (see Ventura next page). 454SQN had formed with 
Blenheims and as part of 235WG, both units worked together, tasked with anti-submarine and convoy escort work. 
Night bombing commenced in the Aegean and on the Axis-defended islands of Crete, Rhodes and the Dodecanese. 

In DEC 1943, Ventura Mk.V aircraft arrived and conversion commenced, and night bombing operations would 
continue against Rhodes and the Aegean. In APR 1944, 459SQN moved to Palestine at Ramat David, and shortly after 
to St Jean (near Haifa). In JUL 1944, Venturas were replaced by Baltimores and moved to Berka in Cyrenaica, and 
bombing continued in the Aegean and against Rhodes. On 16 FEB 1945, 459SQN moved to Almaza (Beirut), but the 
plan to relocate the unit to Britain within Coastal Command for ΨLeigh LightΩ Wellington night GR duties. This plan was 
however cancelled, and on 10 APR 1945, 459SQN disbanded.87    

 
                                                                                                                                       [du Plessis WWII colour collection] 

Beautiful colour image of Hudson VI AE626, of ME Comms FLT Egypt, summer 1942 
This shows well Temperate Sea Scheme (TSS) adapted for the Middle East: the green tonal value of the Dark Slate Grey is apparent, 
with the rich darker blue Azure undersurfaces. Still wearing type-A1 roundels, these changed in JUL 1942 to type-C1 roundels.88 

459 Squadron Codes ς from DEC 1943 

459SQN Code Serial Details and Name 459SQN Code Serial Details and Name 

A FP562 FP592, JS838 N FP547  

B FP544 JS937 O FP556  

C FP541 JT835 P JS899  

D FP653 /hΩǎ ά¸ƻǳ .Ŝŀǳǘέ, JT809 Q FP569  

E FP537 JT824 R FP542 JS960 

F FP612 Donald Duck ά!ƛǊ tƻŎƪŜǘǎέ; JS961 S FN997 FP543 

G FP609 JS916 T JS926  

H FP604 JS982, JT892 U JS980  

I FP599  V JT834  

J FP670  W   

K   X   

L JS908  Y   

M   Z FP631  

Records indicate that 459SQN received 46 Mk.Vs. References for known 459SQN codes: adf serials A59 database, imagery. The 
unit did not use a dual letter squadron code on Venturas, just a single letter codes behind the roundel. 
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459  SQUADRON  PV-1  VENTURA  DwΦ±  Ctсмн κ ΨCΩ  MAR 1944 

459SQN operated the Ventura GR.V (the PV-1) only for six months between DEC 1943 to JUL 1944; nominally a GR 
squadron, the role was primarily bombing, often by night. FP612 was from the RAF Lend-Lease PV-1 batch 
FP549/FP684, Bu34586/Bu34967, being ex-Bu34764 (msn 237-5654).89 This was manufactured in the USN 4-colour 
scheme, but of course changed to RAF Temperate Sea Scheme (TSS) with C1-type roundels. The 459SQN Unit History 
shows it on strength from JAN 1944 (replacing Hudson FK579 ŀǎ ΨCΩύΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ !tw мфпп όW{фсм ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ΨCΩύΦ  

 

        
                                   [Colourised from AWM 2018.125.4.124]                                                       [Colourised from AWM  2018.125.4.122]       

ΨCΩ ŎǊŜǿƳŜƳōŜǊǎ MAR 1944 ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ 5ǳŎƪ ά!ƛǊ tƻŎƪŜǘǎέ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ 
The AWM image 2018.125.4.124 shows PLTOFF Dave .ŀǊƴŀǊŘΩǎ ŎǊŜǿ ŀƴƴƻǘŀǘŜŘ ά{ƘƻǊǘȅΣ Crisp and Geoff Tuxford while Brian 
/ƻōŎǊƻŦǘ ƻƴ ŎƻǳǊǎŜέ ς .ŀǊƴŀǊŘΩǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ŎǊŜǿ ǿŀǎ George Crisp, Brian Cobcroft, ŀƴŘ ά{ƘƻǊǘȅέ Purcell. It was not until late FEB 
мфпп ǘƘŀǘ ¢ǳȄŦƻǊŘ ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ /ƻōŎǊƻŦǘ ƛƴ .ŀǊƴŀǊŘΩǎ ŎǊŜw and in MAR 1944 they all flew FP612/F.  

                              
                            Ventura GR.V FP612/F                   [Colourised from adf-serials]           FP653/ D ά¸ƻǳ .Ŝŀǳǘέ  [Colourised from adf-serials] 

Not a great image to colour, but shows the sharp demarcation of the Azure.    Colours of Ψ5Ω nose art from Red Roo decal 72161 
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THE  SECOND  PV-1  ς  .ǳнфтнп άKid Vegaέ   мфпнκмфпо 

Bu29724 (msn 237-4877) is shown here on the line in late 1942 rolling out at Burbank, and on its maiden flight in early 1943. It 
was the second PV-1, the first batch of 200 being serialled Bu29723 to Bu29922, all for the USN. To mark deliveries of the first 
PV-1s to the USN, the second aircraft Bu29724 ǿŀǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ 5ƛǎƴŜȅ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣ άKid VegaέΦ tǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
was soon ramped up to some three to four PV-1s per day, with the next batch of 300 (Bu33067 to Bu33466) rolling off the line 
from APR 1943 ς the first PV-1s for the RAAF were from this batch (A59-50, A59-51), delivered in JUN 1943.  

       
                       [Colourised from Lockheed, via ww2bombers]                                                                      [Colourised from rcafno128sqn site] 

PV-1 Ventura Bu29724 with 5ƛǎƴŜȅΩǎ ΨKid VegaΩ starboard fuselage art late 1942 
From the first PV-1 batch, Kid Vega shows the early glazed bomber nose windows of the next aircraft on the line, presumably 
Bu29725, and the forward USN star when Venturas carried two cockades per side ς the first RAAF PV-1 A59-50 was delivered 
in this style of USN marking. These 8-position national insignias were carried over from the pre-ǿŀǊ ΨbŜǳǘǊŀƭƛǘȅ tŀǘǊƻƭΩ ŘŀȅǎΦ90         

  
                                                                                                                                                                         [Colourised from USN AN-61580] 

Bu29724 maiden flight beginning of 1943 showing port side, and below the starboard Kid Vega artwork 

 
                                                                                                                                [Colourised from USN AN-61582] 

These 8-position national insignias were carried over from the pre-ǿŀǊ ΨbŜǳǘǊŀƭƛǘȅ tŀǘǊƻƭΩ ŘŀȅǎΦ Bu29724 was with USN squadron 
FAW-9 HEDRON (Fleet Air WG HQ SQN), when it was badly damaged in a taxy accident at Floyd Bennett Field NY, on 26 SEP 
1944. Although there was substantial damage to aircraft, the crew was unhurt, and the aircraft presumably was SOC.91 
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PV-1  VENTURA  COLOURS  1943 

 
                                                                                                                                                                               [Colourised from ww2bombers] 

Early production PV-1 Bu29767 msn 4920 (with Yellow msn and Ψ20Ω ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊǳŘŘŜǊύ ŀǘ .ǳǊōŀƴƪ W!b мфпо  

 The first batch of PV-1s left the plant in this blue/gray camouflage scheme, which was in accordance with the 
USN 8/20/1941 standard.92 These also were marked with eight άStar in Circleέ US National Markings, four on the 
fuselage, and four on both wing surfaces. Wing markings were changed on 1 FEB 1943 to only retain one marking on 
the upper left and one on the lower starboard ς which has remained to this day. Officially termed Blue-Gray M-485 
over Light Gray M-495, this remained until early 1943. For the PBY Catalina, Blue Gray/Light Gray had been the 
standard camouflage scheme from 1941, and tƘŜ w!!CΩǎ [ŜƴŘ-Lease PBY-5 and PBY-5A aircraft (A24-31 to A24-114) 
were delivered in these colours. The early PV-1s coming off the production line in JAN 1943, with the original glazed 
bomber nose, were delivered in this two-colour Blue Gray/Light Gray scheme.93  

                                              
                                               Blue Gray M-485 (later FS595a 35189)     Light Gray M-495 (later ANA 602) 

These colours were USN ship colours, used before the aviation ANA Bulletin colours were specified in 1943 

 The Official USN & USMC Aircraft Colour Guide Vol 2 1940-49 equates the USN aircraft colours to ship colours, 
and compares these to the later Bulletins and specifications. For M-485 Blue Gray a sample from the National Air and 
Space Museum matches to FS35189 (as the closest equivalent in Federal Standard 595a). M-495 Light Gray was 
adopted in ANA Bulletin No.166 of 4 DEC 1943 as 602 Light Gray (not carried over to the FS595a spec, but combined 
with ANA 620 Light Gull Gray,94 equivalent of FS36440). 

 
                                                                                                                                       [Colourised from warbird info exchange] 

USN Bu 33170 όΨмтлΩ ǎƛŘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊύ msn 5179 (Ψ79Ω on fin) c MAY 1943 

 The first two PV-1s for the RAAF, A59-50 and A59-51, were delivered in this scheme in JUN 1943, but the 
remainder delivered from JUL 1943 were in the new graduated 4-ǎƘŀŘŜ άƴƻƴ-ǎǇŜŎǳƭŀǊέ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΦ From available 
ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ψп-ǎƘŀŘŜΩ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ Bu33400 off the production line in MAY 1943. 
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PV-1  DISNEY  ARTWORK  AT  BURBANK 

 Fortunately for the Lockheed Vega plant, the Disney studios was right next door in Burbank and whenever an 
artist had free time, he would stop by and paint cartoon characters on the noses and fuselages of aircraft that came 
off the assembly line. In this case, PV-1 Venturas were being built and the bulk of the characters were Donald Duck 
and his friends. Occasionally a new character was created, often with a pithy slogan against the axis, and soon there 
ǿŀǎ άKid Vegaέ, the eager young naval rating.95  

Although Mickey Mouse had been the most famous star at Walt Disney studios, he was replaced by Donald Duck 
in early 1940, and the beginning of WWII. Character analysis played an important part in the Disney design team of 
artists who created over 1,200 military insignia from 1940 to 1945. Mickey was the clean living, bashful around girls, 
small-town guy who never took a belligerent stance, and simply could not appear in war like poses; Donald became 
the Disney war hero, cocky, show-off, get-in-your-face type guy. Donald not only took over the lead in Disney war 
ŦƛƭƳǎΣ ƘŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƛƴǎƛƎƴƛŀΦ aǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ŜƴǘǳǊŀ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ DŜƻǊƎŜ ΨwŀƴŘȅΩ 
McCraw, as shown previously. Today the complete 1,200 plus military collection is housed in the Walt Disney Archives 
in Burbank, but not open for public viewing. For every Walt Disney military design created at Burbank, another ten 
nose art creations were painted on the War front. The effect of Disney in WWII was huge and probably not given the 
full credit it deserves.96 

 Many USN aircraft carried Donald Duck and Mickey Mouse fuselage artwork, which was particularly prevalent 
on the PV-1 Venturas. This also extended to the RAAF ς 13SQN A59-85 SF-RΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ άThe Reluctant Dragonέ όŀ 
1941 Disney movie), and a 459SQN PV-1 FP612/F ǿŀǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ 5ǳŎƪ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ΨŀƛǊǇƻŎƪŜǘǎΩΦ 

 
                                                                                        [Colourised from Air Classics, MAR 2017, p.30] 

HEDRON ΨX5Ω Bu29768 in Aleutians, Donald on the phone: άHello Tojo, will be right over with a little present for youέ 1943 
Previously with USN bomber squadron VB-135, joining HEDRON in MAY 1943 in the Aleutians ς ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƳō ƛǎ άBlock Busterέ. 

 
                                                                                                          [Colourised from Stanaway p.36] 

HEDRON PV-1 Ψ·мнΩ Bu33118 (previously 4V VB-136): άDang, I can beat a dozen Japs by myselfέ 1943 
This too was an early PV-1 with HEDRONΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ΨōŀǊǎΩ, and probably c AUG 1943. This early USN 
blue/gray was changed on the production line cMAY 1943, and with the blue/white National Markings which changed only briefly 
in JUN/JUL 1943 with the Red surround.97 Go Mickey! 

USN side numbers. If a side number appeared as just a digitΣ ƭƛƪŜ ΨмфΩΣ ƛǘ is documented in squadron records as 
Ψмф±ΩΦ ¢ƘŜ Ψ·Ω ŎƻŘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ Fleet Air Wing FAW-4 HEDRON aircraft, this was the wing Headquarters 
Squadron, however these are often captioned as being on strength with VB-135 or VB-136.  
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                                            [Colourised from usaaf-noeart.co.uk]                                                                 [Colourised from usaaf-noseart.co] 

   Bu29769 ΨмфVΩ ƻŦ ±.-мор !ƭŜǳǘƛŀƴǎΣ άDƻ DŜǘ Ψ9Ƴ tŀƭΗέ 1943      Old coloured USN PV1 ς άLΩƳ {ŀǾƛƴΩ {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴΩ CŜǊ ¢Ƙŀ WŀǇǎέ                   
Heading for a Navy unit, this early PV-1 Ventura featured artist George McCrawΩs cartoon of Donald Duck diving below the surface 
with a bomb. The USAAF high command had frowned upon the use of land-based bombers by the Navy, and it was only after 
production of air force Lexingtons/Venturas was underway, that the maritime PV-1 variant was adopted for naval land-based anti-
shipping and maritime patrol.98  

 
                                                                                                                                          [Colourised from rcafno128sqn site] 

Lockheed-Vega handover of the 1000th Ventura ς a PV-1, in chronological sequence this should be Bu29830 (msn 237-4983) 
This is assessed as FEB/MAR 1943. The artwork shows Donald Duck (in sailor suit of course) representing the USN, Mickey 
representing the USAAF, and Goofy representing the RCAF and RAF. This aircraft was certainly from the first PV-1 production 
batch, Bu29723 to Bu29922, showing the early Blue Gray/Light Gray camouflage.  

     
USN Ψ11VΩ Bu33278 VB135 in 1944 2nd tour, MM Jap HuntinΩ   [Colourised from norpacwar] MM ά!ǊŜΩƴǘ ¢ƘƻǎŜ bŜǿ Ψ.ƭƻŎƪōǳǎǘŜǊǎΩ 
.ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΗέΣ PV-1, by George McGraw [Colourised from USAAF nose art.co] 
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LATER  PV-1  VENTURA  4-{I!59  Ψbhb-{t9/¦[!wΩ  мфпо-44 

 The colour changeover, implemented by USN directive SR-2C in FEB 1943, had inherent delays ς imagery 
narrows this to around Bu33400 coming off the line in MAY 1943. Below is a Lockheed publicity shot of Bu33405 in 
the new scheme, assessed to have been MAY 1943 ς so Bu33405 may very well have been the first in new camouflage. 

 
                                                                                                                                                               [Colourised from warbirdinfoexchange] 

USN msn ΨмпΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ Ƴǎƴ рпмп .ǳооплрΣ ŀƴŘ possibly the first 4-shade PV-1 

 This changeover of USN camouflage had become apparent in Australia as the JUL 1943 deliveries of A59-52 and 
A59-53 (Bu33444 and Bu33446) were in these new colours, and concurrently being delivered to the RNZAF 
Bu33430/33442 naturally in these new colours too. Imagery exists of the nine aircraft for NZ, but not for these first 
two for the RAAF. The next USN PV-1 production contract (Bu34586 to Bu34997) had LL deliveries from AUG 1943 to 
NZ from NZ4519 (Bu34642), and to the RAAF as A59-54 (Bu34652) and A59-55 (Bu34651), all of course in the new 
scheme, as were all subsequent RAAF PV-1 deliveries. 

                                      

 The new scheme was upper surfaces in two dark blue variations of ANA 606 Sea Blue (semi-gloss on top of flying 
surfaces) [FS25042], and ANA 607 Sea Blue (non-specular on top of fuselage) [FS35042]; ANA 608 Intermediate Blue 
(for the sides) [FS35164]; and non-specular ANA 601 Insignia White (on the undersides) [FS37875].99 The Ψnon-
specularΩ was the term officially used in reference to camouflage finishes which provided a non-reflective or matt 
surface.100 It can be seen why this is sometime referred to as a ΩŦour colour schemeΩ ƻǊ ŀ ΨǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΩ ς I have 
used the former. On the PV-1, White counter shading was used on the fuselage under the wings and tailplanes.  

         
This PV-1, being painted in the new 4-colours, was msn 5447, i.e. Bu33438 cJUN 1943 [Colour images from historylink101] 

Coincidently, Bu33438 was delivered to the RNZAF, being received in JUL 1943 to become NZ4514.  
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                                                                                                                                                       [ww2bomber colour image] 

USN 4-colour camouflage on PV-м Ƴǎƴ Ŧƛƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ΨнрΩ 
This image of PV-м ΨнрΩ Ŏƻǳƭd be a PR shoot of the new USN markings ς 4-shade camouflage introduced cMAY 1943 with star and 
bars introduced in AUG 1943 ς and could possibly be msn 237-5625 Bu34735 of the third PV-1 batch, and delivered cAUG 1943.  

Counter-shading blending colours on a round surface together minimised the shadows by lightening the colours. 
All horizontal wing surfaces seen from above were finished in semi-gloss Sea Blue (the slight shine of these surfaces 
tended to match the changing shine of the sea), and care was taken not to apply this to the rounded fuselage surfaces 
which could cause glare.  

Non-specular Sea Blue was applied over the top of the fuselage and around leading edges, extending about 5 
percent aft on the top surface. All surfaces viewed from below were painted non-specular Insignia White. Vertical 
surfaces of the of the fin and rudder were finished in Intermediate Blue, with the sides of the fuselage were graduated 
from the Sea Blue down to the White so there was no noticeable demarcation in colours. Care was taken not to let the 
White move up the side beyond a tangent 30° (see below) from the horizontal to eliminate glare; engine nacelles were 
treated the same as the fuselage.101 

 
                                                                                       [Elliott, p.35] 

USN fuselage cross-section for camouflage of large fuselage aircraft (Ventura) 
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MICKEY  MOUSE  ON  PV-1  4-SHADE  1943-44 

 Anti-Japanese: Most RNZAF Venturas bore the Lockheed-Vega plant added Walt Disney studios cartoons on 
their rear fuselage sides. As most of these were sharply anti-Japanese, they were ordered to be painted over before 
the aircraft headed to the operational area due to the fear that if downed, and the crew captured, these cartoons 
wouldnΩt help to enhance their treatment at the hands of the Japanese. Most of these painted over areas show as a 
large patch of fresh paint in photos taken at the time.102 The RNZAF Venturas were delivered at the same time as the 
RAAF PV-1s, and while some did, not much of the Disney artwork survived in the RAAF. 

 
                                                 [Colourised from usaaf-noseart.co] 

New USN PV1 ς ά²ŜΩǾŜ Dƻǘ ¢ƘŜƛǊ bǳƳōŜǊ .ǳǘ We Cant Reach Itέ 

 
                                                           [Colourised from usaaf-noseart.co] 

New USN PV-1, Mickey Mouse was impressed by the PV-1 line 
Probably second PV-1 batch Bu33067/33466 after the colour scheme changed in mid-1943 

 
                                                [Colourised from usaaf-noseart.co] 

New USN PV-1, Mickey Mouse άTƘŀǘΩǎ ¢ƘŜ CƛƴƛǎƘ CƻǊ ¢Ƙŀǘ {ǳō tƛƭƻǘΗέ 
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RAAF  PV-1  DELIVERY  SCHEMES 

 Like the RAAF, the RNZAF first received Lend-Lease RB-34 Lexingtons from MAY 1943 before its PV-1 Venturas, 
and as with the other Commonwealth countries, all models were known as the Ventura. Both the RAAF and RNZAF 
received its first Lend-Lease PV-1s in JUN 1943, which having been shipped to Hawaii, were flown south across the 
Pacific. From this stage, the RNZAF received nine aircraft per month, and the RAAF two ς probably as Australia was 
receiving so many other Lend-Lease deliveries. These early deliveries are significant as they were at the change-over 
of the USN camouflage scheme from the Ψblue-ƎǊŀȅΩ, to ΨŦƻǳǊ-ŎƻƭƻǳǊΩ ƴƻƴ-specular (the 4th colour being the upper 
surface semi-gloss Sea Blue, differing from the upper fuselage non-specular Sea Blue 103). 

SOUTH PACIFIC PV-1 DELIVERY SCHEMES 

RB-34. Australia and New Zealand first received the ex-USAAF RB-34 Lexington ς known in the Commonwealth countries as the 
Ψ±ŜƴǘǳǊŀΩ ς under Lend-Lease, before the PV-1 deliveries. The 20 RAAF aircraft were serialled A59-1 to A59-20. The 23 RNZAF 
aircraft were NZ4583 to NZ4605; details of RNZAF Venturas are recorded in adf-serials.104 

PV-1. The first PV-1 contract was for 200 aircraft (Bu29723 to Bu29922) for USN deliveries only; the next was a USN/Lend-Lease 
contract for 400 PV-1s (Bu33067 to Bu33466, msn 237-5076 to -5475),105 and during this production run in approximately MAY 
1943, the USN camouflage scheme was changed. 

Receipt Date RAAF RNZAF Scheme 
JUN 1943 Bu33321, Bu33316 

Became A59-50, A59-51 
Between Bu33303 and Bu33320 
Became NZ4501 to NZ4509 

All delivered in early ΨōƭǳŜ-ƎǊŀȅΩ 
camouflage. 

JUL 1943 Bu33444, Bu33446 
Became A59-52, A59-53 

Between Bu33430 and Bu333442 
Became NZ4510 to NZ4518 

All RNZAF aircraft delivered in newer 
Ψп-shade non-ǎǇŜŎǳƭŀǊΩ camouflage; 
assessed RAAF aircraft were as well. 

The third PV-1 contract was for 412 PV-1 aircraft, Bu34586 to Bu34997 (msn 237-5476 to -5887). 
AUG 1943 Bu34652, Bu34651 

Became A59-54, A59-55 
Between Bu34642 and Bu34650 
Became NZ4519 to NZ4527 

All aircraft delivered in newer Ψп-
shade non-ǎǇŜŎǳƭŀǊΩ camouflage. 

USN Schemes. The two RAAF PV-1 delivered in JUL 1943, A59-52 and A59-53 (Bu33444 and Bu33446) were apparently 
not in the earlier scheme, but more likely were new-coloured aircraft, as Bu33430/33442 for NZ were concurrently 
being delivered and are confirmed by imagery in this 4-colour camouflage. The next USN PV-1 contract (Bu34586 to 
Bu34997) provided LL deliveries in AUG 1943 to NZ from NZ4519 (Bu34642) and to the RAAF as A59-54 (Bu34652) and 
A59-55 (Bu34651), all of course in the new scheme, as were all our subsequent PV-1 deliveries.  

 
                                                                                                                                                                                [Colourised image by Rarity, via adf-serials] 

3SQN RNZAF PV1s in APR 1945 NZ4633, NZ4617, NZ4625, NZ4629 and NZ4632 
These aircraft were all received in mid 1944. RNZAF roundels were in six positions and were in the Blue/White/Blue RNZAF style 
with a narrow Yellow surround on the fuselage only. Note that the rubber de-icing boots have been removed. When in the 
operational area, from a local RNZAF order of 9 DEC 1943, aircraft received US-style White bars to the roundels. Although NZ4633 
is still in the delivery US 4-colour camouflage, RNZAF repaints were in NZ Blue Sea Grey with NZ Sky Grey undersurfaces.106  
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KIWI  PV-1  FUSELAGE  ART 
As mentioned, the closeness of the Lockheed-±ŜƎŀ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎƴŜȅ ǎǘǳŘƛƻǎ ƛƴ .ǳǊōŀƴƪ ƘŀŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ²ŀƭǘ 5ƛǎƴŜȅΩǎ 

cartoon characters appearing on Ventura fuselages, occasionally as nose art but in particular on the rear fuselage aft of the USN 

cockade, or the RNZAF roundel. Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck were both popular. For the RAAF in Australia, known Disney 

ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ΨThe Reluctant DragonΩ ƻƴ !рф-85 and Ψ[ŀŘȅΩ on A59-64. 

 
[internet image] 

 

[Colourised from Classic Warbirds No.8]  
1943, possibly Whenuapai. Reads 

άM. Mouse Loans   The Axis is living 

in borrowed time an- ǿŜΩǊŜ Ǝƻƴƴŀ 

ŦƻǊŜŎƭƻǎŜέΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴƛƴŜ t±-1 

Venturas (NZ4501/NZ4509) in mid 

1943 wore this original USN blue-

gray camouflage scheme,107 as 

shown here.  

 
[Colourised from Warbirds No.8]  
A newly delivered PV-1 to 

Whenuapai 1943. Our NZ 

listings in adf-serials show 

the first nine NZ PV-1s were 

delivered in JUN 1943, and 

this aircraft apparently too is 

in the blue-gray camouflage 

and would be in this batch.    

 
     [Colourised from Warbirds No.8]         

NZ4516, at Whenuapai, delivered JUL 

1943, msn 5449, note the repainting 

of a smaller roundel. Evident too is 

the later fuselage 4-coloured USN 

camouflage ς NZ PV-1s that were 

delivered from JUL 1943 (in batches 

of nine) were received in this later 4-

colour scheme. 

 
[internet image]  

[Colourised from Classic Warbirds No.8]    
NZ45пл ΨпоΩ msn 5743/Bu34853 

delivered in OCT 1943, 2SQN with a 

running Donald. Crashed landed 

New Georgia, MAR 1944. 

  
     [Colourised from Warbirds No.8]   [Artwork by Classic Warbirds No.8, p.42]     
NZ4525 2SQN RNZAF Ohakea, SEP 1943, msn 5538 Bu34648. 4-colour 

USN schemeΥ ά²Ƙȅ /ŀƴΩǘ L ƎŜǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [blanked] ƎǊŜƳƭƛƴǎέΦ 

NZ4516 άtŀǘǳŀ ¢Ŝ wŀέ of 1SQN RNZAF 

being bombed-up at Henderson Field, 

Guadalcanal, in DEC 1943, by armourers 

of 10 Servicing Unit (10 SU). The nose art 

ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜǎ ŀǎ ά{ǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴέΣ ƴƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

Classic Warbirds No.8 p.38; msn 5449, 

Bu33440. 
 

                          [Colourised by Rarity, from άColourised RAF Fighter and Bomber Cd 1939-45έϐ     

NZ4512 ά{ƭƛǇǇŜǊȅ {ŀƳέ 1SQN RNZAF at 
Henderson Field, Guadalcanal, OCT 1943 
msn 5443 Bu33434 (often misidentified 
as NZ4511) has been reidentified in 2018; 
as NZ4512.108 Classic Warbirds No.8 p.37, 
notes the hand painted Intermediate 
Blue on the plexiglass nose cone, but on 
its cover has a very bright, too-bluish 
colourised rendition, here is closer to the 
shade of USN Intermediate Blue.  

 
                                   [Colourised by Classic Warbirds No.8]     
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PV-1  VENTURAS  TO  CANADA 

   
                                                                                                                                                                  [Both images from colour video, Canadian archives] 

RCAF PV-1 in the early PV-1 two-gray colours, in 1943 

Interesting too, are the RAF style roundels: Type A1 with Yellow surrounds are on the fuselage, Type B on the upper 
ǿƛƴƎǎΦ  !ƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ŎƻŘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΩ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ мпр{vb w/!CΣ ƛǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ Grey aft of the roundel. Many 
Australian aircrew from EATS were trained on Canadian Venturas of 34OTU at Pennfield Ridge, New Brunswick. 

  
 

 
                                                                                                                                         [Colourised fromrcafno128sqn.files]  

RCAF PV-1 Mickey Mouse in άCŀƴǘŀǎƛŀέ, with 149SQN RCAF 

Over AUG-NOV 1943, 149 (Sea Wolf) SQN RCAF operated from Annette Island. The above photo on Annette 
Island in A¦D мфпо ǎƘƻǿǎ ΨRandyΩ McCrawΩǎ ǊŜƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Mickey Mouse from the 1940 movie Fantasia, where Disney 
combined classical music with animation. Here, Mickey is about to conduct a symphony, possibly at the filmΩs opening 
Bach arrangement. Many of мпф{vbΩǎ Venturas carried McCrawΩǎ 5ƛǎƴŜȅ nose or fuselage art.109  
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RAF  AIR  DIAGRAM  CAMOUFLAGE  SCHEMES 

Aircraft Design Memorandum No.332 (Issue 3) of 15 NOV 1940 110 listed the RAF Air Diagram (A.D.) numbers for camouflage 
schemes for the different types of aircraft. The design of camouflage or other external colours scheme were to be in accordance 

with the appropriate A.D. The first three camouflage drawings were prepared in JUN 1936.111 Shown below are RAAF examples 
that were subsequently added from RAAFHQ messages SAS.9984 (DTS 368/41) in DEC 1941 (DC-2, Anson, Wirraway, Battle), 
then additionally SAS.7396 (DTS 280/42) in JUN 1942 (Hudson and B-17).112 This final list was consolidated for all types by the 
AGI C.11 (Issue 4) in JUL 1942.113 However, there was still a shortage of the drawings in Australia, and the AGI directed that 
some aircraft should use the closest drawing available. RAAF camouflage was added to Demons from SEP 1939, and the first 
ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ά!Φ5Φέ ƛƴ w!!C ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ŜŀƎǳƭƭΩǎ !Φ5Φммтп ƛƴ 59/ мфофΦ114 Some A.D. schemes were similar. 

Air Diagram No. Types of Aircraft RAAF Examples 

A.D.1157 JUN 1936. Twin-engined monoplanes ς bombers, general reconnaissance, 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘǎ όǎǇŀƴ трΩ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊύ 

Douglas DC-2, DC-3 

A.D.1158  JUN 1936. Cancelled, and included in A.D.1160  

A.D.1159 JUN 1936. Twin-engined monoplanes ς bombers, general reconnaissance, 
transports, army co-ƻǇ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ όǎǇŀƴ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ трΩύ 

Anson, Hudson,  
Beaufort,115 Beaufighter 

 
                                                 RAF Hudson Mk.III in US before delivery c1941 in A.D.1159 ΨAΩ {ŎƘŜƳŜ        [du Plessis collection] 

The A.D.1159 was the scheme used for the Ventura, but by the time first deliveries were made to .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ƛƴ мфпнΣ άƳƛǊǊƻǊƛƴƎέ 
ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛǎŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘƛǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ΨAΩ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΦ 

A.D.1160 MAR 1937. Single-engined monoplanes ς army co-op aircraft, fighters  Wirraway, Battle, 
Hurricane 116 

A.D.1161 c 1938. Four-engined monoplanes ς bombers, GR, transports B-17 Fortress 

A.D.1162 c 1938. Single-engined biplanes ς army co-op aircraft, fighters  Demon 

A.D.1163 FEB 1939. Four-engined monoplanes ς general reconnaissance (flying boats)  

A.D.1164 FEB 1939. Twin-engined monoplanes ς general reconnaissance (flying boats) Catalina 

A.D.1165 FEB 1939. Twin-engined biplanes ς general reconnaissance (flying boats) Seagull V [prior to A.D.1174] 

A.D.1166 FEB 1939. Twin-engined biplanes (sesquiplane) ς GR (flying boat)  

A.D.1167 Single-engined monoplanes ς communications aeroplanes, trainers Wackett 

A.D.1168 Twin-engined monoplanes ς communications aeroplanes, trainers Oxford 

A.D.1169 FEB 1939. Single-engined biplanes ς communications aeroplanes, trainers Tiger Moth 

A.D.1170 Single-engined monoplanes ς target towing  

A.D.1171 FEB 1939. Single-engined biplanes ς target, pilotless aeroplanes  

A.D.1172 Single-engined biplanes ς Fleet Air Arm  

A.D.1173 Single-engined monoplanes ς Fleet Air Arm  

A.D.1174 MAR 1939. Single-engined biplanes ς general reconnaissance, FAA Seagull V 

A.D.1175 Twin-engined biplanes ς communications aeroplanes, trainers  

A.D.1176 Cancelled, and included in A.D.1159  

A.D.1291 Four-engined biplanes ς communications aeroplanes, replaced A.D.1177 D.H.86 

άMirrorέ ŀƴŘ ά{ƘŀŘƻǿ /ƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƴƎέ. Where the Air Diagram showed two variations of the scheme, being άmirrorέ images 
of one another, the variations had been allocated to aircraft as directed in the ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ: this 
instruction was discontinued in JAN 1941Φ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ōƛǇƭŀƴŜǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ άcompensating schemeέ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛƎƘǘŜǊ ŎŀƳƻǳŦƭŀƎŜ ǎƘŀŘŜǎ 
for the areas in shadow from the wings: this instruction was discontinued by the RAF in DEC 1940.  
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 EVOLUTION  OF  RAAF  VENTURA  MARKINGS 

In past articles in this series, individual aircraft camouflage and marking details for each RAAF type from entry 
into service (often resulting from the origin of the aircraft), through RAAF operations, to final changes at the end of 
the War. Below is a chronology of RAAF policy generically ς and for the Ventura specifically ς from the RAF battle 
over Europe, WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊ ƻƴ т 59/ м941, and the changing USN colours over 1942-43. Initially Ventura 
production had been for RAF contracts, and followed Lockheed Burbank production of the Hudson camouflaged in 
the Temperate Land Scheme (TLS) A.D.1159 pattern (ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ!Ω ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ƻn the official AIRMIN Diagram117 
where green/brown demarcation sloped forward on the port fuselage, aft on the starboard). Ψ!Ω ǎŎƘŜƳŜ had been 
ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άƳƛǊǊƻǊƛƴƎέ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘΣ and then standard on Ventura production over 1941-42. 

Year Change Policy and References 

1941 JAN 1941. The RAAF had adopted RAF camouflage schemes, 
and largely too the colours and policy. RAF camouflage 
colours had been introduced into factory production lines in 
1936.118 The ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ άƳƛǊǊƻǊέ ! ŀƴŘ . ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎ on 
alternate aircraft was cancelled by the RAF in JAN 1941. 

 

1942 JUN 1942. Deletion of Yellow from RAAF roundels. The RAF 
had introduced this Yellow outer ring in MAY 1940, the RAAF 
in OCT 1940. 

JUL 1942. The RAAF Technical Order, Aircraft General 
Instruction (AGI) No.C.11 was changed by Issue 4 of 31 JUL 
1942, for operational aircraft to retain Red/White/Blue 
National Markings, and drop the Yellow outer ring ς but there 
were unintended consequences. 

o Upper surfaces ς Red deleted,  White diameter to be 
2/5 of Blue ς the first directive of the ΨPacificΩ 
Roundel. (Red deleted because of the 26 JUN 1942 
USN fighter attack on a RAAF Catalina.)  

o Fuselage sides ς Dull Red, White, and Dull Blue 
roundels in the 1:3:5 proportions. 

o Undersurfaces ς Dull Red, White, and Dull Blue 
roundels for fighters, but not bombers or seaplanes. 

o Fin markings ς all aircraft marked with Dull Red, 
White and Dull Blue stripes of the same width, with 
red leading. Note Red would soon be deleted. 

TLS Camouflage Colours 
Dark Green 33B/202.119 Introduced to the RAF in 1936, Dark 
Green for upper camouflage pattern. Equivalent US ANA Spec 
613, DuPont 71-003 (later to BS381c No.241 Dark Green, 
FS595b 34079, or 34087 tending toward US OD42). 
Dark Earth 33B/199. Introduced 1936, Dark Earth upper 
camouflage pattern. Equivalent US ANA Spec 617, DuPont 71-
009 (later to BS381c No.450 Dark Earth, FS595b 30118). 

Sky 33B/337. Introduced to the RAF from NOV 1939 as the 
undersurface shade for camouflaged aircraft.120 Equivalent to 
US ANA Spec 610, DuPont 71-021 (later to BS381c No.210 
Sky, FS595b 34424).121 Sky not used by RAAF, preferring the 
richer tone Sky Blue K3/195. 

SEP 1942. Deletion of Red from RAAF roundels. 

On 19 SEP 1942 Red was dropped completely from National 
Markings ς ǘƘŜ w!!C ΨtŀŎƛŦƛŎΩ Blue and White roundel with the 
White diameter 3/5 (3:5) of the Blue. Roundels in six 
positions, with Blue/White fin stripes ς specified colours Matt 
White K3/170 and Matt Dull Blue K3/197. Yellow surround of 
the ΨǘȅǇŜ-A1Ω fuselage roundel had been overpainted in AUG 
1942 with camouflage paint. 

RAAFHQ DTS 280/42 of 18 JUN 1942, filed on 
1/501/329(63A); 1TG signal T.670 19 JUN 1942; 
Signal School Point Cook A.50, 29 JUN 1942. 

RAAFHQ Technical Order AGI No.C.11 (Issue 4) 
of 31 JUL 1942.  RAF ADM.332 (Issue 3) became 
the Appendix I to this new AGI, listing the 
different camouflage schemes. 
 
 
 
 
 
Colours were specified as Matt Dull Red K3/214 
or K3/199, Matt  Dull Blue K3/196 or K3/197.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
AMO 39/A.154 amendment of 21 NOV 1939 
introduced Sky Type S. 

 

RAAFHQ message T520, file 0947/19 (30A), of 
19 SEP 1942. 
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1943 MAY 1943. The first RAAF RB-34 Venturas arrived in RAF 
Temperate Land Scheme (TLS) Dark Green/Dark Earth. 

 

RAF  Temperate Land Scheme Camouflage 

    

MAP Dark Earth MAP Dark Green MAP Sky Type S RAAF K3/195 Sky Blue 

When aircraft underwent repair or refurbishment at RAAF Aircraft Depots (AD) or Repair and Salvage Units (RSU), RAF Ministry 
of Aircraft Production (MAP) Dark Earth would be replaced by RAAF Earth Brown (K3/178), and MAP Dark Green by Foliage 
Green (K3/177). MAP Sky undersurfaces had typically been overpainted by RAAF Sky Blue (K3/195) on arrival. With prior USAAF 
service, some RB-34s may have had the DG overpainted by the acceptable replacement, US Dark Olive Drab, which was 
considered close enough to RAF Dark Green, so was substituted from MAR 1942, when available stocks of MAP Dark Green 
were exhausted.122 The US Joint Aircraft Committee (JAC) was established in SEP 1940 to coordinate the production efforts of 
the Army and Navy, and  Britain ς and standardising camouflage colours and schemes from MAR 1942. For instance, any ship-
based aircraft or flying boats would be painted the USN colours Blue Gray on upper surfaces and Light Gray on undersurfaces. 
Land-based aircraft would be USAAF Olive Drab on top, and Neutral Gray underneath. When early aircraft were destined for 
the RAF, TLS would be used with American paint equivalents to Dark Earth, Dark Green and Sky. RAF colours were identified 
by the name, but have inventory stock numbers (the 33B/ vocabulary) which varied with the amount that was ordered. 

 JUN 1943. The first RAAF PV-1 Venturas arrived in USN Blue 
Gray over Light Gray camouflage and in US markings. 

JUL 1943. RAAF roundels had often been converted from RAF 
roundels in 3:5 and 2:5 ratios; some in 1943 were 1:2 ratio, 
from converting RAF type-C1 roundels. Initially for Venturas, 
пуέ 3:5 roundels were applied on arrival by 2AD.  

             
Ratio of the White to the Blue ς 3:5 and 2:5 

JUL 1943. By now PV-1 Ventura deliveries from Burbank were 
in the new USN 4-colour scheme, and those delivered to the 
RAAF from this month (A59-52 on) were in this new scheme. 

USN Standard 8/20/1941.123 

 
RAAFHQ AMEM DTS 1/501/329 SAS 13552, 8 
JUL 1943, adapted from RAF AMO A.664/42, of 
2 JUL 1942. Further, in NOV 1943 SEAC specified 
the size of its new roundel (based on that of the 
RAAF) and fin flashes ς (RAF) Air Force Order 
(India) No.357.124  

 

 

USN Directive SR-2C dated 5 JAN 1943.125 
 
 

USN Blue/Gray Camouflage to MAY 1943 USN 4-ǎƘŀŘŜ άbƻƴ-sǇŜŎǳƭŀǊέ from MAY 1943 

                     

USN Blue Gray M-485 USN Light Gray 602 M-495 USN Sea Blue USN Intermediate Blue 

1944 JAN 1944. From early 1944, arrival of PV-1s ferried from 
HawaiiΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ¦{ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎǎΣ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƘŀŘ ΨǊŜǾŜǊǎŜŘΩ Ŧƛƴ 
flashes incorrectly applied (Blue leading). Later in Australia, a 
ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ плέ w!!C оΥр ǊƻǳƴŘŜƭ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ǎǘŀǊΣ 
ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ w!!C ǊƻǳƴŘŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ ΨōŀǊǎΩΦ 

MAY 1944. RŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ !DL ά/ŀƳƻǳŦƭŀƎŜ {ŎƘŜƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
LŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ aŀǊƪƛƴƎǎέ. Overall Foliage Green for GR/B.  

NOV 1944. PV-1 Ventura A59-102 was converted to a 
transport in NOV 1944 (ADAT registration VH-RGW), and 
stripped to natural metal to become the VIP transport with 
4CU for AOC RAAF Command (AVM Bostock) until 1946. 

 

 

 

 
RAAFHQ T.O. AGI Pt 3(c), Instruction 1, file 
150/4/5056 (1A), of 26 MAY 1944.  Also issued 
as DTS Special Instr Gen/34 of 1 MAY 1944. 
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A59-50  PV-1  IN  USN  BLUE  GRAY / LIGHT  GRAY  ς  JUN 1943 

A59-50 ς Bu33321, msn 5330 ς was received at 1AD Laverton in JUN 1943. PV-1s were delivered, flying from Hawaii, 
in USN markings with the first two aircraft in the early Blue Gray/Light Gray ŎŀƳƻǳŦƭŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άŘƻǳōƭŜ 
bŜǳǘǊŀƭƛǘȅ ŎƻŎƪŀŘŜǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴǎƴ ƭŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ άолέ was marked on the fin in normal Lockheed/Vega fashion in Yellow, and 
the RAAF A59-50 serial (apparently added here at Laverton in a hard-to-read White). The next aircraft A59-51 was 
marked a little more legibly in Grey. These USN cockades were larger than ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ плέ ŘƛŀƳŜǘŜǊ άǎǘŀǊ-and-ōŀǊέ 
markings, so probably were 45έ ƛƴ ŘƛŀƳŜǘŜǊ,126 and normally the RAAF 3:5 roundel was directly overpainted on the 
rear fuselage, but later images of A59-50 after a repaint show a much smaller roundel, marked high on the fuselage.   

 
                                                                                                                                         [Colourised from GRB Collection] 

A59-50 on delivery to 1AD in JUN 1943 still in USN markings and with the double Neutrality cockades 
1APU aircraft in the background include Beaufighter A8-1, Lancaster ED930 (later A66-1), and a Boomerang. A59-50 was 
delivered to 1AD Laverton in USN markings, and the starboard image below was taken at the same time as its RAAF induction. 

 
                                                                                                                      [Colourised from GRB Collection]  

A59-50 in White, at 1AD Laverton, received in USN markings with the ά30έ /  5330 msn on the fin 

 


