Chapter ‘Fourteen
The Search for the Lady Soutfiern Cross B

ighteen months of silence followed the disappearance of the Lady Southem Cross in
November 1935 When evidence emerged it inked the disaster to an island off the
lower Burma coast.

Unknown to Smithy as he flew southward during the night over the sea, this uncharted

istand stood directly in his path, On the island’s summit was a tall tree at the height at

which he was flying, Speculation on the events that followed the impactof the aircraft .‘
with a imb of the tree subsequently gave nse to somewhat exotic interpretations by

persons who had never seen the sland These became the “accepted version”,

Given the general recognition by knowledgeable airmen of Kingsford Smith's singular skill O
in the handling of an aircrafl in the air—a skill amounting 1o genius—there are several

questions that anse, Were the problems insurmountable and the circumstances beyvond

control in the moments following the shock impact! Or did Smithy give a final demon-

stration of his superb skall, and regain control of the aircraft! Is it possible 1o determine,

decades later, what actually occurred in those last moments of Smithy’s fife! - ‘

The island is of singular configuration and the site of the wreckage in relation to the
established lne of flight of the aircraft at the time of impact will provide the answer

A further question may anse:Why is this ssue important?

In the era of proneenng awation Smithy became the representative Australan on the

international scene. His unique skl and achievements were acknowledged far beyond his

own country. To suggest that no importance attaches to determining with exactness how

he responded to the challenge of his last moments is to deny him his entitiement, His 3
unique commitment and skill cannot be so easily ignored. When Smithy's achievemients

are measured and his contribution recogrised at full value; when it is accepted that

Smithy's skill is the central issue with respect to his fate, then no nead for an answer

arises because no question exists. The wreckage must be found, The arswer must be

obtained. That Smithy's luck ran out does not mean his skill deserted him

The Australian Lady Southern Cross Search Expedition has dedicated fself to the task It
hopes to resolve the matter 1o honour the Cantenary of Smithy's birth -
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The Celonnade of Taukkyan War Cemetery, naar
Rangoon. Australian graves—23 (RAAF—21)

Left: WW2 map of the war theatre.
Thanbyuzayat War Cemetery, lower Burma.

Australian graves include 7 RAAF.
(LSCSE, May 6, 1979)
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passing across Burma and down the Thai and

Malaysian west coasts, presented pioneering
flyers with singular difficulties. Uninhabited in many
places, and with jungle running from high mountains
in the interior down to the shoreline, it was a
forbidding zone in which to make a forced landing,
Some airmen flew Rangoon-Moulmein before tumning
south; others flew Rangoon-Bangkok. The latter route
involved a crossing of the high mountains on the Thai-
Burma border.

T he air route between Calcutta and Singapore,

It was the high mountains rising behind the coast of
lower Burma that Smithy was anxious to avoid, hence
his reason for approaching the coast at low altitude
after crossing the Gulf of Martaban.

In WW2, 1939-1945, many Australian servicemen
became acquainted with the India-Burma theatre of
operations. Soon after Japan launched its lightning
strikes at the end of 1941, Australian airmen were
among those engaged in the aerial defence of
Rangoon. In April 1942 an R.AF squadron in Ceylon,
composed mainly of Australians, lost more than half
its attacking strength in a raid on a Japanese naval
force that included an aircraft carrier.

Japanese forces reached Imphal in India before being
turned back by the British 14th Army. Members of the
Royal Australian Air Force serving in R.AF. squadrons
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carried out operations in fighters, medium and dive
bombers, and transports. They became familiar with
many of the places marked on the map. In attacks
along the Akyab coast and into central Burma, the
squadrons operated from such places as Feni (Fenny),
Agartala, Chittagong, and near Cox's Bazaar.

Numerous Australian airmen who engaged in these
operations—like Smithy—found their graves in the sea.
The war cemeteries at Rangoon (21), Madras (14), and
Thanbyuzayat (7) contain the graves of only 42 of the
247 RAAF members who lost their lives in the India-
Burma theatre, In 1995 the Australian government, in
marking the 50th anniversary of the defeat of Japan as
VP rather than V] day, effectively excluded from the
commemorations those Australians who had served
with British forces'in the India-Burma theatre. These
airmen were treated as almost non-existent during
WW2 50 the treatment by the government was
consistent. Smithy and Tommy Pethybridge, their
claims to attention likewise ignored, would have
understood this treatment of thelr fellows,

It is hoped to renew the search for the Lady Southern
Croas—the aircraft flown by Smithy—in time to
honour the Centenary of Kingsford Smith’s birth.
Should this take place as planned, the search will be
mounted as a tribute to all Australian servicemen,
particularly airmen, who took part in operations in the
India-Burma theatre in World War 2.



Chapter 14: The Search

The Search for the Lady Seuthiern Cross

fter the air search for the Lady Southern Cross terminated on November
20, 1935, a silence descended for eighteen months.
The aircraft was last sighted over Rangoon. It had not reached Singapore. The
first clue came in May 1937. A Burmese fisherman found an inflated aircraft
wheel floating in a bay on a small island off the Tenasserim coast. Word of the
discovery reached Jack Hodder, an Australian engineer working with a tin
dredging company on the nearby mainland. Hodder was an aeronautical
engineer and was familiar with the Lady Southern Cross from his time at Mas-
cot in 1934. He recognised the implications and examined the wheel. He was
certain it was from Smithy’s Lockheed Altair. In cumpanng a map he pos-
sessed with one held by another member of the company’s staff, Hodder
realised that Aye Island was not shown on Smithy’s map.

The tyre carried the manufacturer’s name and other details and the metal
attachments bore serial numbers. At the beginning of June, 1937, at the time
when Lady Kingsford Smith was absent from Australia on a visit to the United
States, Australians learned of the discovery made by the Burmese fisherman.
Hodder described the wheel thus:

On investigation, I found that the wheel was complete with the fork
member, and attached to the fork was a bar, which was part of the re-
tracting gear and aerol strut. The specifications found on this bar were as
follows:

‘Aerol: The Cleveland Pneumatic Tool Company, Cleveland, Ohio’. Type
B2621. Max. static load. Serial No. 5841. Patents 1780659, 1831136,
1759674, 1780660, 1882349, 1767105, 1819414, 1888578. Other patents

pending.

The Lockheed Company subsequently identified the wheel with certainty as
having come from the Lockheed Altair. The metal support gear attached to the
wheel had clearly been damaged in some incident that had occurred while the
Altair was airborne. This in due course had caused the wheel to break away
from the main body of the aircraft and rise to the surface. The assumption was
made that the wheel of the retractable undercarriage must have been in the
down position when it impacted upon some object while the Altair was in
flight. It was then asserted—on the basis of this assumption, by persons who
had never seen the island—that Smithy had been attempting to land. It was
self evident that the Altair was submerged in the sea and that the wheel had
remained on the machine until continual underwater movement had worked
the metal and eventually caused it to break. The break was still fresh. The
wheel had not been on the surface long when the fisherman, Maung Du,
found it. Perhaps it had only just reached the surface. The conclusion reached
by Professor Meggitt, a zoologist of Rangoon University, after examining the
marine growths remaining on the wheel, was that the aircraft was lying on the
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The Life and Times of Sir Oharles Kingsford Smith

bottom at a depth between five and fifteen fathoms.

The extent to which local Burmese held positions of authority at the Civil
Aviation headquarters in Rangoon is unclear. Whatever the case, the Rangoon
aviation authorities drew up two reports, the first on July 2, 1937, and the
second on September 1. The latter report was the more significant, and in-
cluded Professor Meggitt's findings and the confirmation received from
Lockheed. The contents of this report did not become known in Australia until
May, 1938, apparently because of dilatoriness by Australian authorities.

In the meantime Jack Hodder had visited the island in January 1938 and made
his own investigations. From the sea he observed a broken tree limb at the
summit and a trail of broken branches in the treetops leading down from the
summit to the top of cliffs. After landing he examined the bay, or large cove,
where the wheel was found. He sent for the fisherman, Maung Du, who lived
across the channel in a village on the mainland at the northern end of the
mountain wall that faced the island. He commenced a search of the foreshores
of the bay. High tides had deposited large quantities of bamboo and other
debris, and Hodder and the assistants he brought with him cleared this away
methodically. He was rewarded by the discovery of a piece of steel molding,
badly rusted, “about fifteen inches long”. It had been nickel plated, and was in
Hodder’s informed opinion, definitely off the Lockheed. He extended his
search along the rocky foreshore. Further evidence was discovered—two
pieces of duralumin, one of which was jammed in rocks which were exposed
only at low tide. Hodder gave no indication of the precise places where the
metal pieces were found, nor of the relationship of the bay to the cliffs and the
line of flight of the aircraft as attested by the broken tree branches.

The tall Australian turned his attention to the sea. He rigged his launch with
grapples, diving in the bay to a depth of three fathoms each time the grapples
caught on an underwater object. Only large rocks were found. When he came
to the conclusion that he had thoroughly searched the bay, he decided that he
must be looking in the wrong spot. Rough weather, which continued for two
days, frustrated his intention of switching the search to the foot of the cliffs
where the trail of broken tree branches ended. Hodder had carried out the
investigation in his own time and was using a launch made available by the
company for which he worked. The time had come to depart. He hoped one
day to return but the opportunity never arose. The search was a magnificent
lone-hand effort by Jack Hodder to solve the mystery of the disappearance of
his friend Tommy Pethybridge, and of Kingsford Smith. Far from any recogni-
tion being forthcoming for his activity, the result for Jack Hodder seems to
have been exactly the opposite.

Several reports issued from the civil aviation authorities in Rangoon. Includ-
ing the two already mentioned, these were dated:

July 2, 1937 September 1,1937  April 11, 1938

February 24, 1939 May 11, 1939

These were clearly prepared by a person without any knowledge whatever of
the island where the wheel was found—Aye Island.
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Chapter 14: The Search

It was asserted that Smithy had been attempting to land on the island. No one
who has ever seen Aye Island, which is in the Andaman Sea 145 miles from
Rangoon, could make such a ridiculous statement, but it became the accepted
wisdom for the next forty years. The report also asserted—contrary to the
evidence—that the wheel had been found on the land, not in the sea. The
explicit evidence of the fisherman was rejected. By the time the last report—
May 11, 1939—was prepared, Rangoon authorities had received the benefit of
a first-hand account from Jack Hodder. Strangely, it was then asserted that
Hodder's information had confirmed the sequence of events at Aye Island as
already set out in the earlier reports including that of February 24, 1939. This
assertion acutely misrepresented Hodder’s position. The failings of the report
were compounded in a remarkable way when it gave the wrong coordinates
for the location of the island, an error which also was to mislead for almost
forty years.

In 1939 Rangoon authorities made an offer to obtain an estimate of the cost of
a search by divers of the surrounds of Aye Island. This offer was never taken
up by the government in Australia.

The Lady Southern Cross Search Expedition

For Australians of his generation the standing of Sir Charles Kingsford Smith,
based on his genuine achievements, demanded the elucidation of the mystery,
Following on the recovery of the Southern Cross Minor from the Sahara in
1975—for which see Chapter 15—the Australian component of that search
team formed itself into an expedition to search in Burma, if possible, for the
Lady Southern Cross. A rather premature article in the Sydney Morning Herald
on July 20, 1976, based on a disclosure in a Lockheed Company newsletter of
correspondence from the LSCSE, led to a flurry of interest. As a direct result
one author in Australia produced a book with great speed giving his recently
acquired interpretation of the 1935-1938 events at Aye Island.

Advance Parties—1977 & 1979

Three members of the Lady Southern Cross Search Expedition (LSCSE) went to
Rangoon as an Advance Party in September 1977. The Burmese authorities
had prepared thoroughly and at two meetings gave the advance party an
excellent briefing on all aspects, including a lucid explanation of complex
customs requirements. Almost immediately upon the return of the expedition
members to Australia word was received from Burma that some six months
previously a portion of an aircraft had been trawled up “in the vicinity of Aye
Island”. All arrangements were put on hold. The Australian Embassy in Ran-
goon was able to get a representative, David Combe, into the area to make
enquiries. The facts emerged after about a year. With the full facts available it
became clear that a WW2 aircraft was involved, and that “the vicinity of Aye
Island” was a very elastic expression.
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241 ——



The Life and Times of Sir Charlea Kingaford Smith

Advance Party No. 2 went to Rangoon in late April, 1979, with the intention of
getting to Aye Island if possible. The two-man party was joined by embassy
member, David Combe, who had carried out the earlier enquiries, and ar-
rangements were made to visit Aye Island. A Twin Otter was chartered. At
Moulmein a Burmese liaison team joined the flight. The aircraft followed the
coast southwards. Aye Island was identified from the air. Many photographs
were taken during several circuits of the island at varying heights. Then the
aircraft turned inland and landed at Ye. This airstrip was in existence in 1935
when the Royal Air Force operated in Burma. Ye is the nearest point to the
island that is accessible by air. The party was housed overnight in military
barracks and then ferried early the next morning to the village at the mouth of
the Ye river, Zibyuthaung. A change was made to two ocean-going Fisheries
vessels which then transported the Australians up the coast to Aye Island.
Twenty-eight commandos were present throughout: the Burmese authorities
took seriously the responsibility of ensuring the safety of the visiting party.
Aye Island is in a remote area. Jack Hodder s failure to describe the relation-
ship of the various parts of the island needed rectification, and the intention of
the visit to Aye Island was to finalise an air, sea, and land survey. This was
done, not without a great expenditure of effort and perspiration. The
monsoon, which traditionally arrives on May 15, was about to break.

Survey Report

The results of the 1979 survey were set out in a detailed report. The report
won high praise from Chuck Mercer, a leading project engineer with the
Lockheed company. When it struck the tree on top of the island, the Lady
Southern Cross was flying parallel with the coast. This had several significant
consequences, the first being that the pilot of the aircraft had known the coast
was there. But he had not known that the island was there; it did not appear
on his map. The metal found in the bay area could only have been distributed
from the air. This accorded precisely with the movements to be expected from
Smithy upon regaining control of his aircraft: he would bank left towards the
mainland, switch on his wing lights, then continue a long sweeping glide
while keeping close to the shore of the island. The pieces of metal, and the
wheel, were all found at the one site—the bay at the mainland end. The plane
was still in the air when it reached that place.

The 1983 Search

Training in search methods responding to the conditions at the island were
undertaken by the team in Australia. The technique finally used for position
fixing at sea was based on training provided by Noel Walden of Laser Elec-
tronics on the Queensland Gold Coast, as modified by access to distance
measuring equipment provided on loan by Hewlett Packard, and the team’s
own innovations. The technique proved successful when tested at sea near
Moreton Island. An engine block, dropped in the open sea a considerable
distance from shore, was located in a search conducted three weeks later.
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Chapter 14: The Search

A search of the sea at Aye island took place in March 1983. The search base
was the Burmese naval vessel Yan Lon Aung. Operations were continuous for
eleven days. Circumstances over which the team had no control had caused
the search of the bay area at Aye Island to be undertaken at a time around the
Easter full moon when the tides were at their highest and the currents at their
fiercest. The days were used for searching, the nights for analysing the emeryg-
ing situation and for cleaning and preparing equipment. Divers had nil visibil-
ity. The work was incessant. A sunken ship, concerning which nothing had
been known previously, was discovered by divers at the mouth of the bay. An
apparently radial engine, so totally embedded in coral as to be rock-like, had
led the searchers to the sunken ship. This engine occupied the attention of the
divers for three days. Eventually it was proven not to be aeronautical. It
clearly had a mechanical function but as to its status even as an engine that
must be left an open question. So difficult were the conditions in the black
water that the diver who located it and described it as an engine, later con-
vinced himself that it was a rock of peculiar formation. By that time other
divers had already removed small portions of narrow copper piping from the
object. To continue operations in the dark swirling water when there was clear
evidence of the strain borne by the divers, would have jeopardised their best
interests. The team withdrew from Aye Island on the Yan Lon Aung at 7.00pm
on March 31 and returned to Rangoon in a fast trip across the open sea. The
recent operations at the island had been intense for both the Burmese and the
Australians. There was a moment of emotion when the ferry taking the Aus-
tralian team ashore drew away from the side of the Yan Lon Aung. Soon after-
wards the Burma government rescinded all charges for the use of the vessel.

The 1983 expedition had been intended as the definitive search effort with the
dictum: “Find the Lady Southern Cross” as the working imperative. The search,
and all that preceded it, had left the team of wage and salary earners sucked
dry. There was no intention of repeating the effort.

However, when the events were assembled and looked at, when all the factors
were weighed and considered, when order was imposed and the shifting
emphases became evident; in short when a manuscript account of the search
was under preparation, a surprising fact became evident. It was quite irrel-
evant that the team had gone to Aye Island under the impression that this
would be the definitive search. The simple fact was that the team had got
through virtually unscathed. As individuals, much money had been spent ,
but for such a vast international undertaking, the total was comparatively
nominal, thanks mainly to the Burma government assistance. In return the
search team had experienced the Aye Island tides and currents at their fullest
expression and ferocity, had made observations of the movement of objects
across the face of the bay, had located a sunken ship, and had acquired an
incomparable knowledge of bottom conditions, a knowledge second to none.
The price had been paid, but if the result were not now to be capitalised upon,
it would be wasted. The implication from all this was obvious. The search
team must learn, without preconceptions, what their experience had to teach.
And then it must return to Aye Island to find the Lady Southern Cross.
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The Life and Timex of Sir Oharles ‘Kingsford Smith

What the critics say

Critics of the Lady Southern Cross Search Expedition have much to say—
“There is nothing to be found”; the “expedition’s methods are faulty”; the
expedition is “looking in the wrong place”; the expedition is “only trying to
prove a theory”.

None of the critics has ever set foot on Aye Island. One was able to inspect it
from the air only after receiving specific information from the LSCSE as to the
island’s location and appearance. The bureaucrat who made the comment
about “only trying to prove a theory” proved only that he knew nothing of the
Kingsford Smith era. (He then said the Lady Southern Cross was not a signifi-
cant aircraft and downplayed Chuck Mercer’s comments on the 1979 survey,)

Reconstruction of the crash sequence

When crossing the Gulf of Martaban at a little after 2:15am, local time, Smithy
faced two imperatives. He must not overfly the coast that he was approaching
because of the high mountains beyond it, and he must establish his position in
relation to the coast as soon as he reached it. To achieve these objectives it was
necessary for him to fly at a low altitude across the Gulf of Martaban.

The flight path, as traced out by the aircraft in its descent through the treetops
down the slope following the impact at the summit, was parallel with the
coast. Clearly, a deviation from the course flown across the Gulf of Martaban
had taken place—a change from approximately 135° to 180°. Smithy, therefore,
had turned due south when he reached the coast north of Aye Island.

The wheel was found in the bay at the eastern (mainland) end of Aye Island,
well east of the flight path. It attracted attention to the bay. Hodder’s search
located three pieces of metal in separate places on the bay foreshore. The metal
can only have been distributed from the air. There is no other possibility:

The conclusion to be drawn is that the aircraft was airborne in the bay area
and that, after his aircraft struck the tree on the summit, Smithy must have
regained control of it, banked left, and flown towards the mainland. Damage
to the aircraft, almost certainly involving the propeller, made a crash landing
in the vicinity of the island inevitable.

The only point on the globe where wreckage evidence has accumulated is in
the bay area at Aye Island. The marine growths on the wheel required a mini-
mum five fathoms. Practical experience indicates the existence of a body of
water in the bay zone meeting the five fathom minimum though the Admi-
ralty Chart does not record it.

The working of the fractured metal attached to the wheel indicates the inflated
wheel was above the wreckage to which it was attached, The aircraft therefore
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Chapter 14: The Search

came to rest upside down. Growths attached themselves to various parts and
would help conceal the position of the aircraft.

History presents its bill

The conditions most conducive to the preservation of the Lady Southern Cross
—silt cover and marine growths—are exactly those which make it most diffi-
cult of discovery. Any search must first exhaust the possibilities of the bay.

The reader will recall Smithy’s statement in 1930 that even if he were dead he
would fly an aircraft, an indication of the close and lively bonding that existed
between man and machine. The facts show that despite the massive impact
with an outgrowing limb of the tree on the summit of the island, Smithy
regained control of the Lady Southern Cross. It follows that the skill he dis-
played handling his aircraft in the darkness at Aye Island, in the last moments
of his life, was at least equal to the skill he had displayed at any other moment
of aerial crisis in his earlier flights. The proof or otherwise of this should
emerge from the site of the wreckage, when discovered.

Despite his great achievements Smithy has been written off cheaply. His great
aerial compatriot, Bert Hinkler, was also written off cheaply by the commenta-
tors. They disregarded the evidence and were wrong in Hinkler 's case. Their
assumptions about Smithy deny him the use in his moment of extremity of his
long-proven skill—a singular skill that amounted to genius. They ignore the
facts that undermine their assumptions.

Smithy’s international contribution makes its demands. History presents its
bill. It is the unique ability of a great and genuine Australian achiever that is
the real issue behind the search for the Lady Seuthern Cross. That point should
be understood. The bill must be paid. The unwritten final page must be writ-
ten. It is owed to Smithy.

The first piece of metal found by Jack Hodder was the heaviest. Had the spot
where it was found been recorded, a more precise assessment of the move-
ments of the Lady Southern Cross as it descended would be possible. If the
piece was found at the apex of the bay, as seems likely from Hodder s general
description, it provides a vital clue to the last movements of the Lady Southern
Cross and acts as a pointer to the site of the wreckage. If proven so, it will
demonstrate, beyond possiblity of challenge, the manner in which Sir Charles
Edward Kingsford Smith met and matched the overwhelming odds that
suddenly confronted him at about 2.20 am on the moming of November 8,
1935, at an uninhabited island off the lower Burma coast. His ultimate fate,
and that of his close friend Tommy Pethybridge, was then determined by
factors over which no mortal has control. O
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Finding of the wheel — 1937

Jack Hodder, second from right, with other members of the tin-dredging company. The member
“fessard”, second from left, discussed the discovery of the wheel with Hodder. When comparing
maps its became evident to them immediately that Aye Island was not shown en Smithy's map.

Below: Juck Hodder beside the Southern Cross at Mascot aerodrome
in 1934. Ant engineer-pilot, he became familiar with the Lady
Sonthern Cross in this period. Hodder's logbook confirms s
presence at Mascot between July and October, 1934,

( Photos at flf.‘f and above: Jack Hodder)

Retractable wheel of the F.n!_ur Southern Cross
The development of undercarriages lias a

history of ils oten
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1979  Aye Island — The target zone

cm

Above: One of the three pieces of metal found by Jack Hodder in
famuary, 1938, on the foreshore: of the bay at Aye Island. It was in
fhis bay that the arrcraft wheel had been fourd floating eight
months carlier. (Queensfand Museum)

Top left; The wheel found at Aye Island by a Burmese fisherman
After ils recovery, numbers and other identifying features were
otthmed e wolite chalk.
16 : #fq%?-ﬁ ," = 2 b | Tlu' author calculates the speed of the aircraft as 180mph
e Hhasratan \\'_il ,LN,M : :.-‘\Ii.:I'|..1h.ni-l,:nlu.l1t.-‘u.mLI 184mph (Calcutta-Rangoon)
| o l'l*,' Time crossing Gulf of Martaban 47mins 17secs
— 2 U
| "!n Left: The straight line marking the flight path from Akyab can
7 = %w; ¥ |  only be drawn when Avye [sland is positioned correctly, The 1937
- :L 3 %ﬁ r",‘ report placed the island one degree west of its actual position
I- | 4 ‘{ thereby concealing the significance of Hie undetiating course

Poten by Smithy from Akyab,

Ani\'.:nw Party 2 of the search
expedition flew from Rangoon
} to Ye in May 1979, On May 4 the
— ' members of the expedition were
transported by riverboat from Ye to
Zibyuthaung, and then by Fisheries
tankays up the coast to Aye Island.
The landing point was on the
northern side. IITtI'IUrh‘fI phn!n-& of
Jack Hodder's landing in 1938 were
later discovered. The backgrounds
show he landed at the same spot

Photos depict the 1979 landing from a
tankay, (LSCSE May 4, 1979)




1979 The expedition’s survey

Below: View over the island to He south-east. The aircraft was flying from left to right
The wninhabited island lies off @ mountainous coastline, (LSCSE, May 3, 1979)
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The summit of Aye Island
rose directly in fromt of the
Lady Southern Cross as
Smithy flew parallel with
the nearby coast et aboul
02,20 (local fime),
November 8, 1935, The
island, 463 ft in height,
with frees at the summit,
s wot shoten on Smithy's
charl

(LSCSE, May 3, 1979)



1979 Aye Island
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Awe Island, viewed from the seuth-west, showmg the
monntain wall on the maimland. The bay or cove at the
maivdiand end of the island s hidden at this angle. Note
leow the southerly headland would be the firsl point
sighted by Smithy, flying left to right, if he banked
foroards Hie mailand. (ESCSE May 3, 1979)

dvance Party 2 consisted of T.A(Tom)

Wixted, E.P. (Ted) Wixted, and David
Combe (Embassy). It was present on the
island May 4-6, 1979, during which time a
survey was carried oul to pinpoint the
features commented on by Jack Hodder in
1938, This was the first visit to the island by
Australians since Hodder s time. Before
leaving the island a test of turbidity of the
waler in the bay area was carried out
utilising a white-painted board.

Lumich was baken on the summit on May 5. A laison
Burma Armiy captain is seated on e left. In white shirt,
seated, 15 a gurde from e nearest maimland village. One
of the 24 Burmese commandos accompanying the
Austrabians is standing on right. (LSCSE, May 5, 1979)



Avye Island—The target zone

RECONSTRUCTION FROM FACTUAL EVIDENCE

From Rangoon Night fying st SG0H & nol to
3 u:ﬂ‘l-; oy cwnrtly coast, Emithy nights
Abore: Lookine back over the summil of 1ORMEE lowet Burms coas! ahesd,
Abooe: Lookmne Dack over the sumnnl
: ! & ik ; Martaban Py aiters coLTRA BOUH
Aye Isiand toward the direction from \i

twlvich the Lady Southern Cross came. The
bay where the wheel was found is at the
mainland end of the island, right, 1t 15
clear that the aircraft was flying parallel
with the coast when mpact occurred
(LSCSE, May 3, 1979)

Belote: The unusual L-shaped structure of
the bay area. The apex of the bay is Indden

(LSCSE, May 3, 1979)

A Wheel lound in bay
B Metal found on foreshars
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Aye Island—The topmost tree

Lacation Guide

Location Cuaide

he tree on the

summit of Aye
I=land. The limb
highlighted bears
signs of having been
ruptured at the point
arrowed at an earhier
time of its existence.
Growth upwards was
subsequently
stunted.

A hmbat a lower
point on the trunk
has grown strongly
and provides much
of the canopy.
(LSCSE, May 5, 19749)

Tresel No place toclmid.
Tire fgunvs naiy be
seon approacling the
apex of e L=shaped
bayy from the mainlond
ennd 4"“4'!'?4' r.-_J:FHrf
Compare the size of Hw
foreshore rocks
(LSCSE May 4, 1379)



1983 The Search for Smithy

1. Horrie Pethybridge, brother of Tommy Pethybridge, 2. Equipmen! being laken ashore in calm water,
farewells Keith Carmody, a member of the search team.
Horrie represented Australia in cycling.

3. The search base, the Burma Navy vessel, the Yan Lon Aung. 4. Landing on the island sometimes presented a problem. The
high Fides of the Easter period made operations difficull,

5. Brent Haines (right), and Brian Smith pay outa line to be 6. The Easter tides and currents penetrated the innermost
used as a guide by divers working on the bottom. recesses of the bay



1983 Search activity

The base ship silhouetted against the cvening sky as the 8. Recreation during the midday break ashore.
team returned after a long day’s operations. Note the columm of stones.

9. Right: A diver working withou! visibility
fournd withy ks hand a small object on the
sea floor. It was an ink bottle with the
word “PILOTT embossed on ils base.

10. Left below: The workboat readied for the day's operations.

1. Centre below: Diver Brian Smith descending to check the
connections of lifting bags

12. Right below: Marine growths concealed metal retricved
froms the botlom.
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Above: After a shord spell ashore the search team returns to the work boat anchored out of coonera range. The vessel in

the distance 15 a local lintkay. (L.SCSE)

Standmg: Members of the Royal Australian Air Forveat Rangoon airport. In front: Expedition members, Ted Wixted,
Torme Wivted, Brign Smith: Den Fulford, Brent Haines and Laurie Snudh. Emibassy Secretary Rolend Rich was an

active and wuseful member of (he team at Aye Tskond, (For comment on RAAF assistance, sée nobe on page 289.)




